
Sometimes, beautiful patterns are simply a numbers game.

Have a look at the different shapes around your home. A lot of them 
are geometric – made of points and lines. These squares, circles and 
triangles look pretty ordinary on their own, but they make dazzling 

designs when put together in a pattern. 
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STUNNING STRING ART

Wise Up Words
Abstract 
A type of art showing just colours, 
lines and shapes

Art Deco 
A popular art style in 1920s France

Geometric 
Using lines and shapes

Mesopotamia 
An ancient part of Asia, where Iraq 
is now

Multiples 
Times tables

People have always loved finding patterns in art. Imagine travelling through 
history in a time machine. Whizzing back 3000 years to ancient Iraq, you’d 
find some amazingly old pottery with geometric patterns. On your way 
back, visit 1900s France during the Art Deco craze, where bold patterns 
were made using just lines. Watch out for world-famous artist Piet Mondrian 
– he could show you how to earn millions of pounds simply by slicing up 
rectangles and arranging them into a pattern!

Amazing patterns can be made by using simple shapes. Why not give it a go? 

Powerful Patterns 



Create your own string art! It is simple to do, but the 
results will dazzle you:

Draw a circle of roughly 30cm diameter and divide it  
like a pizza. 

Poke some pins around the edge, about a finger’s- 
width apart. 

Take a long piece of string and tie it around one of the pins.

Loop the string around another pin and back down  
to the pin next to your first one. Continue the pattern  
and enjoy seeing your amazing artwork grow.

YOUR QUEST

Take a look at how 
to make string art 

yourself!

Why Not…
Use different colours of string?   

Make new patterns by spreading 
the pinpoints further apart and 
closer together?

Put a picture in the middle of 
your design and make it into a 
photo frame!  

You will need:
Cardboard
Pins 
Pencil
Compass (or a plate to draw around)
Ruler
String

Piet Mondrian was famous for creating unusual 
abstract art. He used a mixture of different lines and 
shapes to make bold patterns. Look at this Mondrian 
painting – can you believe someone bought it for a 
whopping £32 million?!   

Piet 
Mondrian

ultimate influencers:

See the painting 
here!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ooRZWqCsPg0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.whatonearthbooks.com/content/uploads/2020/11/Piet_Mondrian_-_Composition_No._III_with_red_blue_yellow_and_black_1929.jpg


Why don’t you show off your stunning geometrical creation to your family 
and friends? If you enjoy seeing patterns in shapes, you’ll love Tetris, a tile-
matching puzzle video game. You can play it for free online.

A String of Wonder!A String of Wonder!

Super Spirographs
What is your favourite toy? In the olden days, 
children loved playing the drawing game Spirograph. 
It was even named Toy of The Year! You fix a big circle 
to a piece of paper and then use a smaller circle with 
a pen attached to move 
around and create bright 
geometric patterns.  
Why not try it?  

Have you ever wondered why there 
are 60 seconds to a minute? The 
answer lies in ancient Mesopotamia. 
Without sundials or clocks, people 
made sense of time by working in 
12s. They invented the 12-month 
calendar, the 24-hour day, and the 
60-minute hour — all multiples of 12.  

We still use this pattern to organise 
numbers and time. Just think about 
your times tables!

Tracking Time

Dad Joke:
Why does nobody 
talk to circles?
Because there is 

no point. 

See the spirographs!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l42Bc7CTLAs
http://htmltetris.com/

