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Year 6 Autumn test 2: Part A

 This text is from The Firework-Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman, adapted for the stage  
 by Stephen Russell.

The Firework-Maker’s 
Daughter

ACT 1

1 – LALCHAND’S WORKSHOP

Workbenches, chemicals, rockets, etc. A fuse is laid leading to a firework. A scruffy 

and dirty girl, LILA, comes onstage. She carefully adds a tiny amount of delicate 

powder to the firework, thinks about it, adds a tiny bit more. She thinks ‘why not’ 

and pours a load in. She steps back and lights the fuse. It burns quickly towards 

the firework. LILA takes cover offstage.

A man, LALCHAND the Firework-Maker, walks into the workshop. He watches 

the fuse for a moment, then stands on it, putting it out.

LALCHAND:  Lila!

LILA returns.

LALCHAND:  What’s this?

LILA:  A rudimentary experiment, father.

LALCHAND grunts.

LILA:  A standard Java Light, with cloud powder instead of flowers of salt.

LALCHAND:  (Impressed.) Have you given it a name?

LILA:  Tumbling Demons.

LALCHAND:  Excellent. If it works I’ll put it in the New Year Festival display.

LILA:  That’s three of my fireworks in your display.

LALCHAND:  I know, and I’ll let everybody else know too, if I win.

LILA:  When you win.

LALCHAND:  From your mouth to the King’s ears, eh?

LILA throws some matches to LALCHAND. LALCHAND strikes a match.

LILA:  There’s a poster in the market. They’ve announced the  

 other competitors.

LALCHAND’s interested and forgets about the lit match.

LALCHAND:  Who do I have to beat this year?
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N.B: Remember that you should never play with fireworks. It is extremely dangerous.

LILA:  The usual lot. The greatest firework-makers in the world.

LALCHAND:  Who are the favourites?

LILA:  Herr Puffenflasch, of course.

LALCHAND:  The King likes him. Ouch!

The match burns LALCHAND’s fingers.

LILA:  The King loves him, but he can’t win three years in a row.

LALCHAND lights another match, sets it to the fuse and steps back.

LILA:  And there’s an American – Colonel Sam Sparkington. No one knows   

 anything about him.

LALCHAND:  You know what the Americans are like, they never go anywhere unless  

 they’re sure they’re going to win.

(Talking about the firework.)

 Did you put anything else in this?

LILA:  A little scorpion oil.

LALCHAND:  One drop or two?

LILA:  A teaspoon.

LALCHAND:  (Horrified.) A teaspoon!?

The firework explodes. LALCHAND and LILA have all but had the clothes  

blown off them.

LILA: That’s too much, isn’t it.

LALCHAND:  You could’ve blown up the whole city! You don’t know enough to use  

 those ingredients.

LILA: If you made me your apprentice I’d learn about things like that.

LALCHAND:  So it’s my fault you nearly killed us, is it? You’re such an ignorant girl!

LILA:  I know about most things.

LALCHAND:  What are the ingredients of fly-away powder?

LALCHAND waves his hand and creates a shower of sparks in the air.

LILA:  I don’t know that.

LALCHAND:  Where do you find thunder-grains?

LALCHAND throws a thunder-grain at LILA’s feet. It makes a loud bang.  

LILA jumps.

LILA:  Or that.

LALCHAND:  There’s no limit to the things you don’t know.

LILA:  I know about the secret!

LALCHAND:  What?

LILA:  I know about the secret. The secret all firework-makers have to know.

LALCHAND:  What is it?



 Bonfire night reading comprehension

1.
 
Draw lines to match each aspect of the text with how it is shown.
One has been done for you.

1 mark

2.
 
Number these events to show the order in which they happen.
The first one has been done for you.

A firework goes off.

Lila lights a firework.

Lalchand burns his fingers.

Lalchand asks Lila questions to test her knowledge.

Lila tells Lalchand about the poster in the market place. 1 mark

3.
 
Read these lines from the text:

LILA: The usual lot. The greatest firework-makers in the world.
LALCHAND: Who are the favourites?
LILA: Herr Puffenflasch, of course.

Why has the writer chosen to use the name Herr Puffenflasch?

1 mark

Total for
this page
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Bonfire night reading comprehe

4.
 
Lalchand says to Lila: You're such an ignorant girl!
Explain whether you think this is true, giving two reasons to support your
answer.

2 marks

    /5
Total for
this test
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Answers and mark schemes
Bonfire night reading comprehe

Test Mark NC
Domain

PF Code Extra information

1.  1 Reading 6.2.b.2 Award 1 mark for all lines
drawn correctly. 

2.  A firework goes off.

Lila lights a firework.

Lalchand burns his fingers.

Lalchand asks Lila questions to
test her knowledge.
Lila tells Lalchand about the
poster in the market place.

1 Reading 6.2.h.1 Award 1 mark for all events
correctly numbered. 

3.  Award 1 mark for one or more of the
following points: 

The name is a play on words.
‘Puffenflasch’ sounds like ‘puff and
flash’.
‘Puff’ and ‘flash’ are things
fireworks do.

1 Reading 6.2.h.1

4 © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2018. You may photocopy this page.

Licensed to for use until
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Test Mark NC
Domain

PF Code Extra information

4.  If the pupil argues that the statement
is true (i.e. that Lila is ignorant):
Award 1 mark for each of the
following points, up to a maximum of
2 marks: 

She puts too much/a dangerous
amount of scorpion oil in a
firework.
She doesn't know the ingredients
of fly-away powder.
She doesn't know where you find
thunder-grains.

If the pupil argues that the statement
is not true (i.e. that Lila is not
ignorant):
Award 1 mark for one or more of the
following points, up to a maximum of
2 marks:

She knows about the New Year
Festival display (and/or) the other
competitors in the New Year
Festival display.
She knows about the secret all
firework-makers have to know.

2 Reading 6.2.f.1
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