
Four hundred years ago Protestants 
and Catholics living in England 
didn’t get on. The monarch, Queen 
Elizabeth, was a Protestant. She 
didn’t let Catholics practise their 
religion.

On the night of November the 4th, 
one of the plotters, Guy Fawkes, 
sneaked into the cellars under the 
Houses of Parliament. His job was to 
wait for the King and the Members 
of Parliament to arrive the next day, 
and then set light to the gunpowder.

The plotters rented a house next to 
the Houses of Parliament and 
secretly started moving barrels of 
gunpowder into the cellar, which 
was joined to the cellars under the 
Houses of Parliament. 

In 1605 one Catholic, Robert 
Catesby, decided to do something 
about it. He gathered together a 
small group of friends. They plotted 
to blow up the Houses of Parliament 
on November the 5th. This would kill 
King James and all the members of 
his parliament.

When Queen Elizabeth died in 1603, 
Catholics hoped the new monarch, 
King James, would treat them 
better. But things didn’t get any 
better for Catholics under King 
James. Instead, they got worse. 

What Guy Fawkes didn’t know was 
that someone had sent a letter to 
Lord Mounteagle, a Member of 
Parliament, warning him to stay away 
from Parliament on November the 
5th. This letter reached the king, and 
he sent guards to search the cellars. 

In the Tower of London, Guy Fawkes 
soon gave away the names of the 
other plotters. They were all 
captured and put in prison. 
Eventually they were tried and 
executed.

The next day, news spread around 
London that the king had survived a 
plot to kill him, and Londoners lit 
bonfires to celebrate. This was the 
very first Bonfire Night!

The guards caught Guy Fawkes and 
took him to the Tower of London. 

Four hundred years later we still 
celebrate the fact that the 
Gunpowder Plot failed. Every year 
on November the 5th we let off 
fireworks, build bonfires and set 
light to models of Guy Fawkes.


