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What is Switched on Science?
Switched on Science has been written specifically for the new 
national curriculum and includes hands-on experiments and 
creative investigations, offering teachers original ways to run 
science lessons that will engage every pupil.

✔ Get children working scientifically with hands-on experiments

✔ Prepare inspiring lessons with the easy-to-use, flexible lesson plans

✔ Deliver lessons with confidence with the support of bitesize ‘how to’ CPD videos
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What does  
Switched on Science 
cover?
Switched on Science provides complete 
coverage of the new national curriculum. 
There are six topics for each year; five topics 
covering content from the new programme of 
study and a sixth Super Science topic which 
consolidates learning and embeds working 
scientifically skills.

Next

Topic title New programme of study content

Early 
Years

Switched on Science in the Early Years enhances scientific skills with a bank of flexible, 
concept-based activities. Written specifically for EYFS settings by an expert team of authors, 
Switched on Science in the Early Years prepares children for the Key Stage 1 programme  
of study.

YEAR

1
1. Who am I? Animals, including humans

2. Celebrations Everyday materials

3. Polar adventurers Everyday materials; Plants; Animals, including humans

4. Treasure island Everyday materials; Plants; Animals, including humans

5. On safari Everyday materials; Plants; Animals, including humans

SUPER SCIENCE topic 6: Holiday. Children learn about animals we might see on a holiday by the sea and how we 
can protect them by looking after the environment.

YEAR

2
1. Healthy me Animals, including humans

2. Materials monster Everyday materials

3. Mini worlds Animals, including humans; Plants

4. Move it Everyday materials; Living things and their habitats

5. Young gardeners Living things and their habitats; Plants

SUPER SCIENCE topic 6: Little masterchefs. Children learn about healthy eating and 
safety in the kitchen as they become young masterchefs!

YEAR

3
1. Earth rocks! Rocks

2. Food and our bodies Animals, including humans

3. Mirror, mirror Light

4. How does your garden grow? Plants

5. Opposites attract Forces and magnets

SUPER SCIENCE topic 6: We are astronauts. Children plan their own mission to the Moon by designing a Moon 
lander, making space suits and eating space food!

YEAR

4
1. What’s that sound? Sound

2. Living things Living things and their habitats

3. Looking at states States of matter

4. Teeth and eating Animals, including humans

5. Power it up! Electricity

SUPER SCIENCE topic 6: Brilliant bubbles. Children explore science in everyday objects like bubbles! Why are they 
always so spherical? Can we make square bubbles or coloured bubbles?

YEAR

5
1. Out of this world Earth and space

2. Material world Properties and changes of materials

3. Circle of life Living things and their habitats

4. Let’s get moving Forces

5. Growing up and growing old Animals, including humans

SUPER SCIENCE topic 6: Super scientists. Children work scientifically on a variety of tasks to learn about different 
ways in which scientists work in the real world and their discoveries. They focus on forensic scientists and use forensic 
tests to solve a crime!

YEAR

6
1. Classifying critters Living things and their habitats

2. Staying alive Animals, including humans

3. We’re evolving Evolution and inheritance

4. Let it shine Light

5. Electrifying! Electricity

SUPER SCIENCE topic 6: We are dinosaur hunters. Children are often fascinated by dinosaurs and, during this topic, 
they will have a chance to study, research and present information, based on their own questions about dinosaurs!

NEW
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What is included?
Embedded CPD
•  A bank of ‘how to’ CPD videos show you how to run the featured  

experiments and investigations 

Teacher’s Guide
• Six topics covering the new science curriculum 

•  Each topic includes three units (flexible lesson plans) full of hands-on 
experiments and flexible lesson ideas

• End-of-topic assessments and assessment guidance
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Activity Resources book
•  All the photocopiable pupil resources you’ll need to teach Switched on Science

•  These editable templates for investigations allow the teacher to tailor them 
to the needs of the classroom and to the needs of the individual, allowing for 
differentiation.

Digital resources
•  Switched on Science includes unlimited online access to all of the  

resources – no subscription!

•  Editable medium-term plans

•  A bank of ‘how-to’ CPD videos

• Editable teaching slides to guide learning and save you time

•  Digitial interactive activities – these can be projected onto the whiteboard  
and used to consolidate learning

•  PDFs of the Teacher’s Guide and editable versions of the Activity Resources 
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Getting started with Switched 
on Science
Step 1: Gain subject knowledge
•  Watch the ‘how to’ CPD videos to understand how to run the 

experiments and investigations Watch a video! 

• Save valuable time with editable medium-term plans

•  Background teacher knowledge for every unit – ideal for 
non specialist teachers.
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Step 2. Switch on learning in the classroom
•  Inspire curious young scientists with hands-on 

experiments and investigations.

•  Guide your class through the topic with  
editable teaching slides.

•  Consolidate learning with digital interactive activities 
that can be projected onto the whiteboard.

•  Tailor the accompanying editable activity sheets to 
suit the needs of your class.
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Step 3. Assess
•  Differentiated end-of-topic tests for Key Stage 2  

help to identify strengths and weaknesses.

•  Guidance on assessing practical skills gives you  
clear expected outcomes for different levels of  
achievement.

•  Switched on Science can also be used alongside  
Rising Stars Assessment Progress Tests to provide further 
assessment opportunities. Take a look at a handy matching 
chart to see how they can be used together.

Assess the topic

Most children can...
    plan how to carry out a survey.     

    present survey results in effective ways.     

    suggest how to carry out a fair test.    

    plan a fair test.    

    suggest reasons for patterns or differences in results.

All children can...
     make and record detailed observations.    

     suggest how to investigate the effect of changing bubble mixtures.    

     identify new questions as a result of observations or tests.    

     suggest ways of improving an experiment.

Some children can...
    think creatively and suggest some reasons why bubbles are round.    

    weigh exact amounts.     

    adapt experiments to find out if yeast grows in the dark or vitamin C makes better bread.

Topic 6: Brilliant bubbles

Now you have reached the end of the ‘Brilliant bubbles’ topic. Use the statements below to assess 
the children in your class. Assess them further with the ‘Brilliant bubbles’ end of topic test (see 
Activity resource book, page 46). 
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Year 1 sample activity: Topic 2 Celebrations
Click on the links below to download your free sample materials from the Year 1 topic, Celebrations. 

  Year 1 Medium term plans 

  Year 1: Topic 2 Teacher’s Notes 

  Year 1: Topic 2 Science in action video 

  Year 1: Topic 2 Teaching slide  

  Year 1: Topic 2 Activity resources 
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Year 4 sample activity: Topic 3 Looking at states
Click on the links below to download your free sample materials from the Year 4 topic, Looking at states. 

  Year 4 Medium term plans 

  Year 4: Topic 3 Teacher’s Notes 

  Year 4: Topic 3 Science in action video 

  Year 4: Topic 3 Teaching slide  

  Year 4: Topic 3 Activity resources 

  Year 4: Topic 3 Topic Test 
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Why do teachers love  
Switched on Science?
“ The activities and experiments are really fun. One pupil  
shouted out, ‘I love this science!’ during a lesson on  
magnets.” Samantha Howard, Old Mill Primary School

“ The children have experienced more investigation contexts and have become more 
independent in their planning and carrying out of experiments – it has completely 
changed their attitude to science!” Peter Richardson, Walton le Dale Primary School

“ The new Science in Action videos are so engaging and exciting. The pupils are really 
excited by the activities and that’s when the best learning happens!” Ruth Barber, 
Science Coordinator at Barrow Hedges Primary School

See why Barrow Hedges Primary 
School loves Switched on Science!  

Watch the video. 
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How much does it cost?
NEW Switched on Science in the Early Years: £150

Switched on Science Key Stage 1 pack: £300

Switched on Science Key Stage 2 pack: £600

The Complete Science School pack: £1400 SAVE £250 
Includes Switched on Science Years 1-6 and Rising Stars  
Science Assessment Progress Tests Years 1-6.

Back to the start

To place your order, please go to our website, or 
email our friendly Customer Services team. You 

can also call us on 0800 091 1602. 
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