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Why did you choose Rising Stars Mathematics? 
 
After being a school which was part of the Shanghai Maths project, it became extremely clear that in order for our 
children to achieve mastery within the new curriculum, I needed to find a scheme that: supported my staff’s subject 
knowledge, taught maths in context, was exciting and interesting for the children and provided opportunities for 
challenge, problem solving and reasoning.  
 
My school has mixed aged classes throughout and had never used any maths schemes before; this made finding the 
right scheme really hard.  When researching, Rising Stars Mathematics stood out to me instantly as it was detailed and 
well planned, the units flowed well and each year group moved at a similar pace allowing for mixed aged classes to 
connect and work together. The scheme doesn’t require children to rehearse a skill too many times but instead allows 
for children to quickly show they have understood a skill before moving on to a challenge.  
 
Rising Stars Mathematics showed flexibility, allowing for the needs of all children in class to be met and for teachers to 
comfortably add additional activities to support or strengthen children’s understanding. It also showed a heavy focus on 
the CPA approach (concrete, pictorial, abstract); this is something we had really connected to as a school during the 
Shanghai Maths project. The use of a range of practical and concrete resources throughout each unit and each class was 
refreshing to see.  
 
The icing on the cake that finally made us decide it was the scheme for us was the online material. The CPD videos are 
great and ensure staff knowledge and mathematical vocabulary is secure. The videos for children to watch are 
interesting, engaging and a great way to secure key skills and the ability to view the textbook on the screen enables the 
class to focus on the key skill in detail.   
 
No other scheme on the market at the time of my researching felt as well planned out as Rising Stars Mathematics, this 
was the whole package and not a part of the package. It appeared to be a scheme that moulds to the school and the 
needs of the individuals, a scheme that hadn’t forgotten that children learn at different paces and that understanding a 
skill in one way doesn’t mean you are able to apply it in every context.  
  
How are you using Rising Stars Mathematics? 
 
Throughout the school in every class the Textbooks and Practice Books are being used. Teachers are using the planning 
guidance as support and are adapting it when necessary to meet the needs of their class.  Within lessons teachers are 
using the online supporting videos with children, to recap key skills, introduce new skills or to address misconceptions. In 
weekly Teacher and T.A meetings the CPD videos are being used to refresh knowledge, understanding and language 
before beginning a new unit and during a unit. These are allowing Teachers and T.A’s to discuss: resources, methods of 
demonstration, pace within a lesson or unit, personal confidence, possible misconceptions, and children who may need 
support or challenging within the unit.  
 
The scheme is linked to our school MTP allowing teachers to make connections to other aspects of the curriculum. Staff 
are using the home learning to support and challenge children. This is really engaging the parents and allowing them to 
see the expectation of the new curriculum in a non-threatening way.  As a subject leader I am also using the scheme 
within pupil interviews to ensure engagement, challenge and interest in maths is clear across the school and that 
children are working at age related expectations. Within our weekly Progress and Standards meeting we focus on a 
different group of children in our school, for example SEND, Pupil Premium, More able etc… Here our staff bring along 
one child’s books in all subject areas. In maths we always discuss how the children are accessing the national curriculum 



and and whether they are working at age related expectations or not. The scheme with its steps both in the Textbook 
and Practice Book allows for next steps, challenge and areas of misconception to easily be recognised. These Progress 
and Standards meetings are also a great time for us as staff to discuss any issues we are having with the curriculum and 
scheme or highlight any methods or skills that have gone well. This scheme has helped focus the discussion in these 
weekly meetings.  
 
What are the benefits of Rising Stars Mathematics? 
This year we have had two new members of staff (one of whom is an NQT) and Rising Stars Mathematics has helped 
them both massively in understanding the methods and expectations.  
 
We love that it has reduced our planning and preparation time. All members of staff still complete a weekly lesson plan, 
here we use the Rising Stars scheme as a starting point and adapt/add to it to meet the needs of all individuals in our 
class. Personally for me as a Year 3/4 teacher of 29 children it has reduced my weekly maths planning from 4 hours 1 
hour per week. This allows for more time to go into assessment, interventions, pupil conferencing, Teacher and T.A 
conversations.  
 
Each week my teachers are pleasantly surprised by the method used to teach a skill or connection made within the units 
to a range of contexts. The joined up thinking of the skills and chance for children to see a skill being used in a range of 
contexts is amazing. This is something that was clear in the Shanghai Project but as a non-maths specialist and someone 
who has to also teach all other aspects of the curriculum, making the breadth of connections wasn’t always possible. My 
teachers say things like “I never would have thought about teaching fractions, division, arrays, capacity and money in the 
same lesson but they understood it really well!”  
 
As a subject leader in a school with mixed aged classes the scheme ensures children have the same diet, structure, skills 
and methods, which will ensure there are no gaps when children move on to their next class (and join back as a whole 
year group).  
 
I have noticed staff confidence and enjoyment in teaching maths has increased and that there are more conversations in 
general happening about Maths at break times and lunch times. The scheme supports our Maths but doesn’t rule our 
Maths; it allows each teacher to use their creativity, knowledge and experience to meet the needs of all in their class. 
For us the Rising Stars Scheme is a solid structure (the skeleton) of which we can add the muscles.   
 
Final comments 
I would happily recommend this scheme to other schools, in fact last summer at the Dorset Subject leader conference 
for Maths and English I was asked to speak about the scheme in front of an audience of 350. To my knowledge there is 
still no other scheme that allows for mixed aged classes to work as well as Rising Stars Mathematics does.  
 
This is the best decision we made for maths in our school and we are all looking forward to using it more in the future 
and seeing how it impacts our children.  

 


