Reading Planet Online
Teacher’s Guide

Need
help?

Let’s go!

What is Reading Planet Online?
Reading Planet Online offers the full range of Reading Planet print books in a convenient digital
format, so that these can be accessed online at school or at home. Each eBook features an audio
recording that is synchronised to the text, highlighting each word as it is heard. The eBooks also
include checkpoint quizzes and an end-of-book quiz to check children’s comprehension skills. The
questions in the end-of-book quizzes are linked to important reading skills (content domains),
such as vocabulary, sequencing and inference.
Reading Planet Online features a huge range of digital reading books to appeal to the tastes and
interests of children who are starting on their reading journey as well as those who are becoming
fluent readers. The books include a variety of fiction, non-fiction, poetry and plays, written
by experienced educational and children’s writers. All the books have been carefully levelled
according to book banding criteria and Lexile measured to ensure steady progression throughout
the programme.
Reading Planet Online enables you to assign books to individual pupils or groups and then monitor
pupils’ progress in the end-of-book quizzes via the teacher reporting dashboard. All the questions
are marked automatically and generate individual and group reports on performance by content
domain, so you can detect areas of strength and weakness in comprehension skills.
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What is included in Reading Planet Online?
The eBooks in Reading Planet Online are organised in four main strands:
Lilac band, wordless fiction and non-fiction books designed to get children started
on their reading journey and using skills such as sequencing, retelling a narrative
and tuning into the sounds of English.
an engaging collection of fully decodable fiction and non-fiction books based on
the phonics progression of Letters and Sounds, but can be used alongside most
phonics programmes.
highly decodable stories based on the lives and adventures of a group of feisty
friends (Rav, Asha, Tess and Finn) who live in the same apartment block on Comet
Street and who go to the same primary school.

Rav

Asha

Tess
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Finn

an exciting range of fiction and non-fiction, including modern and traditional
stories, poetry, plays and biographies to introduce children to wider reading for
pleasure and interest across the curriculum.
For a complete listing of the books in Reading Planet Online, click here.
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Getting started with Reading Planet Online
1

Log into My Rising Stars

Reading Planet Online can be accessed from any
computer, tablet or phone connected to the
Internet. Any teacher in the school can access
this product through the school’s My Rising
Stars account at www.risingstars-uk.com/user.
If your school does not have a My Rising
Stars account, create one at
www.risingstars-uk.com/login.
Then take out a subscription to Reading Planet
Online. You will be asked to nominate an Access
Co-ordinator at this point. An access icon will
then appear on your My Rising Stars dashboard.
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Log into Reading Planet Online

Once you click on the icon, you will be
redirected to the log-in page. Log in using
your username and password (as a teacher,
with an email username, you will not require
your centre ID).
If you have any problems with the login
process, please contact our online support
team at onlinesupport@risingstars-uk.com
or call 0203 122 6006.
Please keep a record of your details just in
case you forget them:
Username:
Password:
Centre ID:
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Share access to Reading Planet Online
with pupils

Reading Planet Online can be accessed
by you and your pupils at home or
at school from any computer, tablet
or phone that is connected to the
Internet.
Go to the Reading Planet button and
click ‘Share’. Once you will be able to
assign books to them.
You will need to set up your teacher’s
and pupils with access via the
My Rising Stars Admin Hub. Pupils
do not need an email address to login and you
can specify the child’s username and password.
For detailed instructions on this please visit
risingstars-uk.com/adminhub
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Complete the school set-up

Before you start using Reading Planet you will need to set up your teacher and pupil access. This
can be done within the My Rising Stars Admin Hub.
There is a single Admin Hub which manages access to the following Rising Stars resources:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Achieve Online
Cracking Comprehension Practise and Assess
MARK (coming September 2018)
Reading Planet
Rising Stars Mathematics
Switched on Science 2nd Edition

This Admin Hubs protects your pupil and teacher data.
Find out more about setting up your school at Risingstars-uk.com/adminhub
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Give your pupils access to Reading Planet
Online

When your school subscribes to Reading Planet Online, you will be sent an access email with a
unique URL for your school centre. For example:
www.my.risingstars-uk.com/Default.aspx?cid=11246
Share this with your pupils/parents to give them direct access to Reading Planet Online.
Alternatively, pupils can log in via: my.risingstars-uk.com and enter the school’s unique centre ID,
e.g. 11246 and their own login details.
Once you have given your pupils access, you can assign eBooks to each individual child or to a
whole group or class. You can monitor progress both individually and as a group or class through
the teacher reporting dashboard.
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Search for books using the Menu

Once you have logged in and accessed Reading Planet
Online, use the menu on the right of the screen to
choose the appropriate book(s) for your pupils. The
books are split into the four strands of Reading Planet:
Lift-off, Rocket Phonics, Comet Street Kids and Galaxy.
When you click on one of the strands, a drop down
menu will then list the book bands/Reading Planet
levels within the strand you have selected. When you
click on the required band/level the drop-down menu
expands to list all the books in that book band/level.
Click on a book title and the menu screen for that
book will open. The menu screen contains the front
cover of the book and the back cover blurb as well as a
button that you can click on to launch the eBook, and
a button that you can click on to launch the complete
front and back cover and the inside cover notes for the
book concerned.
10

7

Search for books using the search tool

You can also search for books by using the search tool
from the menu screen in My Rising Stars, before you enter
Reading Planet Online.
You can type a key word into this search and it will generate
a list of books that have been categorised with that key
word. Here are some useful guidelines on what you could
type in this search lozenge in order to find suitable books for
your pupils:
* Book band colour – e.g. type in Pink A – and all the books in Pink A book band will be listed.
* Book title or part of a title – e.g. type in I Can See a Bat or just Bat – and all the books with this title or
word within the title will appear.
* Author name – e.g. type in Zoe Clarke – and all the books written by this author will be listed.
* Genre/text type – e.g. type in biography. Here are the main categories we have used in Reading Planet:
Adventure story
Biography
Familiar setting
Fantasy story
History
Humorous story
Modern fairy tale

Mystery story
Non-fiction recount
Playscript
Poetry
Recount
Retelling
Simple instruction book
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Simple rhyming story
Simple story
Traditional tale
Wordless information book
Wordless story

Search for books using the search tool continued
* Lexile range – e.g. type in 0–100 Lexile and it will bring up all the books that have been measured within
that Lexile range. Here is a grid showing the Lexile ranges that we have used in Reading Planet Online and
their approximate correlation with book bands/Reading Planet levels:
Lexile range

Approximate correlation with book bands/Reading Planet levels

0–100 Lexile

Lilac/Level 0, Pink A/Level 1A

101–200 Lexile

Pink A/Level 1A, Pink B/Level 1B

201–300 Lexile

Red A/Level 2A, Red B/Level 2B

301–400 Lexile

Red B/Level 2B, Yellow/Level 3

401–500 Lexile

Yellow/Level 3, Blue/Level 4

501–600 Lexile

Blue/Level 4, Green/Level 5, Orange/Level 6, Turquoise/Level 7, Purple/Level 8, Gold/Level 9

601–700 Lexile

Purple/Level 8, Gold/Level 9, White/Level 10

700–800 Lexile

White/Level 10

For more information about Lexile measures, see the ‘Guide to Lexile Measures’.
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Using the advanced search

When using the search tool from the main My
Rising Stars menu, an advanced search filter
becomes available. This allows you to narrow
down your search at this stage by the criteria
shown in the screenshot. This is useful where you
want to search, for example, for a specific Lexile
range within a particular strand of Reading Planet.
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Assign books to pupils

You can assign books to individual pupils or to a group/
whole class. To do this, select a book using the main Menu
or search function as just described.
If you are using the main Menu, locate the title of the book
you wish to assign and click on it to open the book menu
screen. Click on the information ‘i’ icon to the right of the
eBook button at the bottom of the screen, then click on
‘Assign this resource’.
If you are using the search function from the My Rising Stars
main menu, choose a book from the list the search function
has generated. Click on the information ‘i’ icon to the right
of the book title, then click on ‘Assign this resource’.
You can filter by group in order to find the individual or
group you would like to assign to, then press ‘save’.
Repeat this process to assign additional book(s) to each
individual pupil or group.
The ‘i’ button also gives you the option to: Copy a link to this
resource to your clipboard – this is so that you can send your
pupils a direct link to the book you want to assign.
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Pupils find the book(s) you have assigned

Once a book or books have been assigned, they will appear in each pupil’s dashboard (in the
‘My Books’ section) when they log into Reading Planet Online.
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Completing the quizzes
Each eBook in Reading Planet Online has one or more ‘checkpoint’
quizzes that appear at intervals throughout the book. These
checkpoint quizzes are designed to check pupils’ understanding
of the text up until that point and are indicated by the animated
quiz icon shown in the screenshot.
The pupil clicks on this quiz icon to launch the checkpoint quiz.
The pupil answers the questions navigating from question to
question by clicking on the arrow to the right bottom of the
quiz. When they have answered all the questions in the quiz,
they click on the clipboard icon at the end of the quiz to submit
all their answers and to receive their mark. If the pupil gets
an answer wrong the first time, they will be given a second
attempt. The latest attempt will feed through into the final score
and reporting.
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At the end of every book there is a longer quiz that checks overall understanding of the text. As
with the checkpoint quizzes, the pupil clicks on the animated quiz icon to launch the end-of-book
quiz. They then complete the questions, submitting the answer to each question as they go, and
navigating through the quiz by clicking on the next question number in circles.
At the end of the quiz they need to click on the clipboard icon to submit all their answers. This
quiz is also instantly marked and the pupil is awarded a bronze, silver or gold star according to
their score.
Pupils are given the opportunity to review their answers at the end of each quiz.
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The quiz question types
The quizzes in Reading Planet Online consist of the following main question types:
• Multiple choice – the pupil clicks in the circle next to
• Fill in the gaps – the pupil clicks on a word and then
the correct answer.
clicks on the correct gap to place the word there.

• Connecting/sequencing – the pupil clicks on an item in
the left column and
then clicks on the
associated item in
the right column to
connect them.

• Complete the grid – as with Multiple Choice above,
the pupil clicks on
the circles next to
the correct answers
in the grid.
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• Highlight the right word – the pupil clicks and
drags to highlight the correct word. On an iPad,
the pupil holds their finger down to highlight
a single word and drags to highlight multiple
words.

• Matching – the pupil clicks on a coloured lozenge
at the top of the quiz and then clicks on the
associated lozenge below, which becomes the
same colour.

Note: As an additional support for pupils that need it, the instruction lines for the quizzes are recorded and
can be played using the audio button close to the instruction line.
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Results and rewards
For each end-of-book quiz that they complete, pupils will receive a Bronze, Silver or Gold star,
calculated as a percentage of the total available marks for the quiz.
• 3 Marks
Bronze: 0–36%
Silver: 37–72%
Gold: 73–100%

• 4 Marks
Bronze: 0–50%
Silver: 51–78%
Gold: 79–100%

• 5 Marks
Bronze: 0–59%
Silver: 60–79%
Gold: 80–100%

You will be able to track how pupils are doing in the quizzes through the teacher reporting
dashboard.
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Launch an eBook for front-of-class teaching
Using the Menu or search tool, find the book
you wish to use and click on the book resource
button to launch it on your whiteboard or
other device.
	
Use the left/right arrows below the book
to scroll through it page by page.
	
Click on the audio button to play
the audio. The audio recording is
synchronised with the text, highlighting
each word as it is read aloud. Click on the
icon again to pause the audio or on the
rewind icon to restart the audio from the beginning of the double page.
	
Click on the magnifying glass icon to zoom in and click again to zoom out.
	
Click on the quiz button to launch the checkpoint and end-of-book quizzes.
	
Click on the tool icon to open the teacher toolbox.
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Use the teacher toolbox
The teacher toolbox contains tools that are useful for front-of-class teaching to draw attention to
specific features in the text or illustrations. They include:
Highlighting tool – can be used to highlight individual words or phrases, for
example, to highlight all the verbs or all the adjectives on a double page.
Drawing tool – can be used to draw additional details onto the page, for
example, to draw in more stars in the sky, more toys in a bedroom or change a
facial expression.
Framing tools – these can be positioned and resized to frame features you want
to draw attention to on a double page.
Sticky note tool – can be used to add annotations to the page.
Deletion tool – this removes all annotations you have added to the double page.
Please note that any annotations are session-based and cannot be saved – once
you move to another page or exit the book, the annotations will automatically
disappear.
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Use the teacher reporting dashboard
The teacher reporting dashboard is simple and easy to use. It enables you to track pupils’ progress
in the end-of-book quizzes according to key reading skill areas (content domains).
To access it, click on ‘Reports’ in the top right-hand corner of your dashboard and choose the group
or book band/level you would like to filter by.
Teachers reports also show:
• The total time each child has spent on the
quizzes.
• Where their gaps in understanding are in terms
of the skill areas/content domains.
• How your class/group is doing as a whole,
including comparing selected pupils to the group/class average.
• ‘Trouble Spots’ that require extra attention.
• Content domains viewable by question within each quiz for closer evaluation.
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Here are the Content domains/skill areas that have been used in the reporting for Reading Planet
Online:
Content domains/skill areas
1a draw on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts
1b (i) identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts: characters
1b (ii) identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts: events
1b (iii) identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts: titles and information
1c identify and explain the sequence of events in texts
1d make inferences from the text
1e predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far
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View scores and reports
You can view progress via either the ‘View scores’ button, which changes to a view that provides
percentage scores, or ‘View heat map’ which categorises pupils’ scores into three colours. Red
indicates that children are working below the expected standard; yellow indicates that they
are working at the expected standard; and green indicates that they are working beyond the
expected standard.
You will be able to see Group Results and Average Scores, and call also drill down into more detail
on individual pupils.
At a glance you will be able to identify gaps in the knowledge and understanding of each of your
pupils with the help of ‘trouble spots’.
All our reports are exportable into Word or Excel.
Select a pupil or pupils and click on the ‘Please
select pupils to run a report’ button.
NB Where children are completing quizzes at home
with parental and/or audio support, the results
should only be used as an indicator of reading
attainment and not as a definitive measure.
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Where to get help
If you have any problems with Reading Planet Online that cannot be resolved within your school,
please contact our online support team:
Email: onlinesupport@risingstars-uk.com
Phone: 0203 122 6006
You can find information about accessing our resources on the Rising Stars website:
www.risingstars-uk.com
Minimum recommended screen resolution size: 1024 by 768. For smaller screens, please zoom out
within your browser in order to view all content.
Please note that some question types are not currently compatible with iPads. Please contact the
online support team (details above) if you experience any further issues.
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Reading Planet Online contents
LIFT-OFF (12 titles)
A Walk in the Park
In My Den
The Happy Whistle
Making Music
Obi’s Party
Stamp and Clap!
Wibble, Wobble
One, Two… Sharing with you!
Bouncy Balloons
I Spy
Goal!
Big Voice, Little Voice
ROCKET PHONICS (24 titles)
On the Dot
Mop it!
Sit and Sip
The Mat
Not the Cat!
No Gas!

Lilac/Reading Planet
level 0

Pink A/Reading Planet
level 1A

I Miss Mum
The Egg
Bad Luck, Duck!
Miss Red
The Mess
Run a Lap
Gran’s Grin
Jam Muffins
Picnic on Windmill Rock
Ants in the Pants
Lots to Spot
Puffins
Lost!
Zigzag Zebra
Bug in the Bath
Boatman Ben and the Fish
Sasha Snail’s Trip
Chimpanzees
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Pink B/Reading Planet
level 1B

Red A/Reading Planet
level 2A

Red B/Reading Planet
level 2B

COMET STREET KIDS (48 titles)
Tap, Tap!
The Pips
Sit in the Pit
A Dip
Tag!
The Din
Feed the Ducks
The Car
Kick It!
Run, Mum, Run
On the Bus
Asha is Ill
Can I get This?
No Bats!
The Pet
Help Me!
Jet Set
Fix the Mix-up
Feed the Animals
Look at This!
The Lost Bug
Meet the T-Rex
The Lost Tooth
Are We Lost?

Abracadabra!
The Talent Show
The Flight
On the Moon
Tortoise Trouble
The Sunflowers
Cake Time
Feel the Heat
Finn’s Tomato Problem
Fire, Fire!
Floating Away
Yo Ho Ho!
Alien Rescue Crew
The Problem with Picasso
The Broken Bike
The New Treehouse
Save the Dolphin
Music Disaster
Arctic Adventure
Ping Pong Champ
What Happens Next?
The Pharaoh’s Cat
The Itch
Space Junk

Pink A/Reading Planet
level 1A

Pink B/Reading Planet
level 1B

Red A/Reading Planet
level 2A

Red B/Reading Planet
level 2B
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Yellow/Reading Planet
level 3

Blue/Reading Planet
level 4

Green/Reading Planet
level 5

Orange/Reading Planet
level 6

GALAXY (48 titles)
I Can See a Bat
Mix It Up!
Monster Max
In the Snow
Sam is Sad
Pack a Picnic
Bear on a Bike
We Go to Tap!
Ben’s Den
The Big Day
My Turn
Off to the Shops
Too Big for Bella
You Grow, I Grow
Can I Go?
How Does it Feel?
Get Back, Jack!
My Kitten
The Wolf and the Kids
What Can You See by the Sea?
Seed Mix
Grow a Pumpkin
When Tim Lost Ted
The Seasons

Night Travels
A Day in the City
Wacky Weather
Shape School
Goldilocks and the Three Bears
On My Plate
The Long Polar Night
North Pole, South Pole
Our Team
Jack and the Beanstalk
My Sunflower Scrapbook
The Hippo Disco and Other Animal
Poems
Summer Coat, Winter Coat
The Big Show
Amelia Earhart
Robin Hood
Forest School
Lila Scamp and the Magic Wand
Our World Picture Atlas
The Castle of Danger
When Gran was a Girl
Monsters in the Cupboard
Time

Pink A/Reading Planet
level 1A

Pink B/Reading Planet
level 1B

Red A/Reading Planet
level 2A

Red B/Reading Planet
level 2B
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Yellow/Reading Planet
level 3

Blue/Reading Planet
level 4

Green/Reading Planet
level 5

Orange/Reading Planet
level 6

