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Reading Planet Notes

After reading, encourage your child to 
talk about the story. You’ll find ideas 
for questions and activities at the back 
of this book.

Before reading
Before you begin, talk about the front cover 
and blurb with your child. Ask them: 
Do you know what a contest is? 
What do you think is going to happen in  
the story?

While reading
 If your child gets stuck on a word, read  
it out loud to them slowly and then  
more quickly. Then put your finger  
under the word and let your child read  
it independently. 

 After reading page 5, talk about  
the way the boys spoke to Joy, and how  
she reacted to them. 

 After reading page 11, talk about how 
Joy helped Floyd, but Floyd then left her 
to be eaten by the serpent. Ask your child 
what they think about this.

Your child will practise  
these key sounds:

ue (as in argued)

ir/ear/or (as in firmly/pearl/world)

ou (as in shout)

oy (as in royal)

are (as in scared)

augh (as in caught)

Your child may need  
help with these words:

asked   water
laughed   could
eyes   through

In this book

Reading tip
Encourage your child to talk about  

the books they enjoy reading.  
Find out what they particularly like 
about these books and try to find 

similar ones for them to read next.



The Diving  
Contest

Written by Isabel Thomas

Illustrated by Sarah Jennings



Will it be Roy? 

Will it be Troy?

Or will it be

my daughter, Joy?
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“Welcome to the Royal Diving Contest!”  

The Mer-king’s words boomed out across the bay.

Who will find 

the biggest pearl?

What is she 

doing here?

Will it be last year’s 

winner, Floyd?
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“Girls can’t enter the contest,” said Floyd. 

“Why not?” asked Joy. 

“Girls get scared,” laughed Roy. 

“Girls get seasick,” sneered Troy.

Joy rolled her eyes. “Rubbish,” she argued.  

“This year, a girl is going to win!”

Girls make tasty snacks  

for sea serpents!
5
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Talk about the story
Answer the questions:

1  What were the children looking for in  
  the Royal Diving Contest?

2  What did Floyd’s tail get caught in?

3  How do you think Joy felt when she met  
  the sea serpent?

4  Why did the sea serpent give Joy a pearl?

5  Have you ever seen a pearl? What did it look  
  and feel like?

6  Can you swim underwater? What is it like?

Can you retell the story in your own words?



ISBN: 978 1 47187 801 5

Text, design and layout © 2017 Rising Stars UK Ltd

First published in 2017 by Rising Stars UK Ltd

Rising Stars UK Ltd, part of Hodder Education Group

An Hachette UK Company 

Carmelite House 50 Victoria Embankment London 

EC4Y 0DZ 

www.risingstars-uk.com 

With thanks to the schools that took part in the development of Reading Planet, including: Fairway Primary 
School, Stockport; Haworth Primary School, Haworth; Irthlingborough Nursery & Infant School; Mile Oak School, 
Brighton; Salusbury Primary School, London; St Augustine’s Catholic Primary School, Coventry and St Patrick’s 
Catholic Primary School, London.

All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and 
recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the 
publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for 
reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, Saffron House, 6–10 
Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS. 

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data A CIP record for this book is available from the British Library

Printed in China

Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood 
grown in sustainable forests. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the  
environmental regulations of the country of origin. 

Author: Isabel Thomas

Series Editor: Abigail Steel

Publisher: Helen Parker 

Illustrator: Sarah Jennings/Bright Group International 

Academic Consultant: Professor Clare Wood,  
Coventry University

Educational Consultant: Tracey Matthews

Brand design: Amparo Barrera, Kneath Associates

Design concept: Mo Choy

Page layout: Elektra Media Ltd

Editorial: Kirsten Taylor and Elektra Media Ltd

AfTeR ReADINg Reading tip
Read to your child every day  

or as often as you can.  
Reading stories to your child 

is one of the best ways to help 
them develop their own  

reading skills.

Try these activities with your child:

 Act out one or two scenes from the story. 

 Design your own contest! What would  
the contest be? How would the winner  
be decided? What rules would you  
have? What would the prize be?

 Design and label an underwater palace 
for the Mer-king and his family. 
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The Diving Contest
Joy enters the diving contest. 

When Floyd gets stuck in a net  
she stops to help him.  

Can Joy still win? 


