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IDEAS FOR 10-MINUTE SPEECH 
RHYTHM ACTIVITIES
1. Play ‘Same or different?’. Ask the children to listen 

to two environmental sounds (tapping, humming, 
squeaking, etc.) Ask: Are these two sounds the same 
or different?

2.  Play ‘Say it the same way’. Listen to a sound like 
a donkey braying and ask the children to copy the 
sound paying special attention to pitch and rhythm. 
Record them!

3.  Play a matching game. Make or play an animal 
sound. Can the children match the sound to the 
animal, e.g. bleating, clucking, sucking, etc? 

EARLY LEARNING GOALS 
Communication and language: listening and attention, 
understanding, speaking
Physical development: moving and handling
Personal, social and emotional development: 
managing feelings and behaviour, making relationships
Literacy: reading, writing
Understanding the world: people and communities, the 
world
Expressive arts and design: exploring and using media 
and materials, being imaginative

KEY THEMES 
Traditional stories, where we live and what we call home, 
preferences, listening to others, city farms, animal sounds 
and vocabulary we use to describe them. ENGAGING THE CHILDREN 

POSTER
Use the poster in whole-class or small-group work to introduce 
the topic of environmental sounds and/or to expand topic 
vocabulary. Use it alongside the country/town sound effects 
(track 4) and poster PCM, to play a sound matching game 
in which the children listen to town and country sounds and 
locate them on the map. Discuss with the children whether 
some sounds might occur in only one or both places. Display 
it as a stimulus for the children’s own working display area 
linked to the topic. Add the children’s own versions of the 
poster to the working display area, as well as artefacts and 
anything else that is linked and of interest to them.

Continuous provision
l  Together, research free online sound banks to find 

animal and human versions of sounds, e.g. chattering, 
squeaking, laughing, crying, whispering, singing. 

l  Take the children on a sound hunt. Sing: We’re going 
on a sound hunt! We’re going to find a [loud/quiet/
funny/animal …] one. We’re open-eared!

l  Provide pairs of sound shakers so the children can try 
to find two the same. Use rice, nuts, sand, pebbles, etc. 
Ask: How are they the same? How are they different?

l  Make soundscapes with the children of topics that 
interest them or that link to the books. Explore places 
that have distinct sounds, e.g. a beach, a market.

l  Paint or move to the sounds and rhythms of different 
environmental sounds. Ask: How does it make you 
move and feel?

l  Help the children to create a quiet corner in the 
classroom, or outside, to visit for reflective or calm time. 

l  Play ‘Noisy or quiet?’. Provide a range of objects. Can 
the children predict whether things will be noisy or quiet 
before they shake them in a plastic lidded container?

l  Make laminated pictures of the books available for the 
children to use for resequencing and retellings.  
If available, provide recording tablets for the children  
to capture their retellings and to share with others.

l  Make the audio versions of the First Words books 
available in a listening corner with headphones.

l Arrange ‘sound walks’ to contrasting local locations, to 
enable reflection on the sounds the children can hear, 
e.g. the high street vs the library.

Audio song; poem/rhyme; book narratives; country/
town sounds (for the poster and poster PCM); oral 

blending of Book 2 words (for Book 2 PCM).   
Tracks 1−6

OUTDOORS Environmental 

Sounds
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ENVIRONMENTAL SOUNDS

Town Mouse and 
Country Mouse
Fiction 

The City Farm
Non-fiction

F Overview: Town Mouse visits 
Country Mouse, but she does 
not like the sounds of the 
country! Country Mouse visits 
Town Mouse, but she does not 
like the sounds of the town! 
Both mice decide they are happier in their own homes.

F First words: mat, tap, off, hum, sun. 

F Key language and vocabulary: town, cosy, country, 
cottage, modern, flat.

F Overview: A photographic 
recount of a visit to a city farm. 
The children consider the 
different sounds animals make 
and why.

F First words: pen, pat, pot, 
bag, hen.

F Key language and vocabulary: city, farm, pen, 
lambs, donkey, pat, guinea pigs, goats, grass nuts, 
hen.

1.  Provide a range of maps for the children to explore. 
Can they find the sea, land, mountains?

2. Share the book with the class or a small group;  
refer to the notes in the book for support.

4. Use Book 1 PCM: the children listen to the audio of 
the book again and sort and record the sounds they 
hear into the Town Mouse or Country Mouse space. 

6. Talk about when we don’t like something and how 
we can say it without being rude. Are there different 
ways to say it? 

9. Explore noises made by moving things, e.g. 
dragging things, lifting things, rolling things. Explore 
different surfaces and the impact on the sound. 

10. Read other story books, poems and rhymes about  
 environmental sounds including Peace at Last by Jill  
 Murphy. 

Environmental sound 
effects: country

Environmental sound 
effects: town

Hens clucking Suitcase wheels

Sheep baahing Bus

Cows mooing Train

Birds singing Taxi

Door knocking Traffic

Fire crackling Hum (of heating)

Branch tapping

Animal Sound effects

Lambs Baahing (bleating). Slurping, sucking.

Donkeys Hee-haw (braying). Crunching, munching.

Guinea pigs Purring, chattering. Squealing. 

Goats Bleating. Crunching, munching. 

Hens Clucking. Scratching, pecking. 

3. Share the audio of the book (track 1) as the children 
look at the pictures. Focus on the narrative and 
environmental sounds. Repeat the sounds together!

5. Phonics: focus on the word on each spread. 
Demonstrate how to say each letter sound and then 
how to blend the sounds for reading. Invite the 
children to do the same to practise blending. 

7. Role-play a class version of the story, changing what 
the two mice heard and liked/disliked. 

8. Make a parallel story about Mountain Mouse and 
Seaside Mouse. What noises would we hear?

2. Share the book with the class or a small group:  
refer to the notes in the book for support.

3. Share the audio of the book (track 2) as the children 
look at the photographs. Focus on the narrative and 
the onomatopoeic words. Repeat the sounds 
together!

6. What questions do the children have about each 
animal at the City Farm? Find out the answers! 

7. Play ‘What am I?’ using the book. The children 
make an animal noise and say what they like to eat. 
Others guess what they are. 

8. Invite someone in with their animals, or visit a farm 
so the children can experience farm sounds first 
hand. 

9. Sing or say rhymes about animals and animal 
noises. See page 15.  

10. Research farms around the world, e.g. in Dubai you  
 can see camels at the farm.

4. Phonics: focus on the word on each spread. 
Demonstrate how to say each letter sound and then 
how to blend the sounds for reading. Invite the 
children to do the same to practise blending. 

5. Phonics: use Book 2 PCM and track 3. The children 
listen to the letter sounds and orally blend to hear 
the word. They find the matching picture and tick it.  

1. Talk about farms and farm animals. Check the 
children’s experiences and build on these. Talk about 
what farms might be like around the world. 


