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GUIDED GROUP READING
SESSION fOcUS
Word reading:
●● Match language to print
●● Solve simple unknown words by decoding

Reading for meaning:
●● Use oral language in relation to the text
●● Repeat words to check and confirm reading accuracy

BEfORE READING 
Book introduction:
●● Share the session focus. Tell the children: Today we will 
use our phonics skills to read the words and check that 
we understand the story.

●● Use flashcards or mini whiteboards to revise the 
following Pink A band letter/sound correspondences: 
s, a, t, i, p, n, m, d, g, o, c, k.

●● Show and practise sounding the tricky words in this 
book: the, to, I, go, no, into.

●● Look together at the cover image, title and blurb of the 
book. Ask the children: What do you think the story will 
be about? Have you ever played a game similar to the 
one shown? Can you guess how it is played?

Strategy check:
Remind children of the strategies they can use for 
decoding. Ask the children: What do you do if you come to 
a word you don’t know?
●● I can use my reading finger to point at the words.
●● I can get my mouth ready for the first letter I can see in 
the word.

DURING READING   
Independent reading:
●● Remind children of the session focus.
●● Encourage children to read independently while you 
listen to each child in the group in turn. 

●● Remind children to track underneath the words on the 
page with their finger. 

●● Model sounding out and blending, or ask individuals 
to decode words to the group. 

●● Highlight examples of successful problem solving. 
Say: You realised that word wasn’t right and you tried 
again … Well done! 

●● Pause after each page to re-read the sentence, check 
for understanding and discuss the illustrations.

AftER READING        
Return to the text:  
●● Share any words that caused difficulty with decoding, 
pronunciation or understanding.

●● Encourage children to reflect on their learning.  
Ask the children: Which part did you enjoy?  
Which part was tricky to decode or to understand?

●● Use the comprehension questions at the end of the 
book to talk about the story and discuss the themes of 
playing games fairly and cooperatively. 

●● Ask some of the following additional questions to 
check understanding of the story and explore the 
themes: 
Where were the boys playing the game? 
What shapes and colours were on the mat? 
When playing a game with others, what important 
things should we remember?  

Enrichment activities:
1.  Use the photocopiable provided to enable children 

to draw their own character on a dot inspired by the 
story. They can then cut out the word cards and use 
these to make their own sentence.

2.  As a whole class or in groups, plan and make your 
own version of the game:
●● Choose the shapes and colours.
●● Explore simple methods for making a spinner.  
Test them out.

●● Tape sheets of paper together to make the mat. 
●● Work together to make a list of rules to follow. 

ON thE DOt
Pink A

EARly lEARNING GOAlS
Communication and language: listening and attention, 
understanding, speaking
Personal, social and emotional development:  
self-confidence and self-awareness, managing feelings  
and behaviour, making relationships 
Understanding the world: people and communities,  
the world

Speech rhythm activity - page 14 


