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EARLY LEARNING GOALS 
Communication and language: listening and attention, 
understanding, speaking
Physical development: moving and handling
Personal, social and emotional development: self-
confidence and self-awareness
Literacy: reading/navigating a book
Mathematics: shape, space and measures
Understanding the world: instruments from around the 
world
Expressive arts and design: exploring and using media 
and materials.

KEY THEMES 
l  Explore what instruments are made from, musical 

vocabulary (shake, beat etc. as well as generic 
descriptors e.g. shakers), making instruments, copying 
rhythms and volume, instruments from around the world, 
music as colour, music and feelings, being a friend. 

ENGAGING THE CHILDREN 

Audio song; poem; rhyme; sound lotto; the book 
narratives.

POSTER
Use the poster in whole class or small group work to introduce 
the topic of instrumental sounds and/or to expand topic 
vocabulary; use it alongside the audio to play a sound 
matching game, in which children match the instrument sound 
to the poster picture; display it as a stimulus and link to the 
topic; add children’s own versions of the poster as well as 
artefacts, and anything else that is linked or of interest to them. 

Continuous provision (indoors/
outside)
l  Ensure that a range of instruments is accessible, 

including shakers, bells and drums.
l  Play outside with instruments of all shapes, sizes and 

volumes, e.g. giant tubular bells, dustbin lids.
l  Provide equipment to create, explore and capture 

actions and their impact on the sound created: shaking, 
tinkling, banging, beating, tapping, e.g. a stick against 
the railings, banging a log with a stone.

l  Share a simplified version of The Pied Piper and 
other cumulative stories and rhymes where a line of 
characters develops, e.g. The Gingerbread Man, The 
Enormous Turnip, Five Grey Elephants, One Elephant 
went out to Play, etc. 

l  Paint to the sounds and rhythms of music or musical 
instruments. “How does it make you feel?”

l  Create a music corner for playing and making 
instruments, and for capturing the sounds.

l  Provide games that focus on the sounds of musical 
instruments as well as volume and pitch (same/different 
matching game to encourage auditory discrimination).

l  If available, leave tablets for children to record their 
own versions of the books.

l  Make the audio versions available in a listening corner 
with headphones.

l  Arrange visits involving music, e.g. a drum player, a 
local musician, a child from higher up in the school,  
a simple concert at a local music club. 

IDEAS FOR 10 MINUTE 
READING RHYTHM ACTIVITIES
1. Tap to a beat – can the children copy you? Start 

with a simple beat and build it up to become more 
complex. 

2. Play same or different? “Are these two sounds the 
same or different?”

3. Hear the difference in sound between small 
movements and big movements when playing an 
instrument, e.g. tapping on a drum and banging on 
a drum. Can they understand the link between the 
action and the sound produced?

MUSIC CLUB
Instrumental 

Sounds
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WORKING WITH THE BOOKS

CHARACTER REASON FOR SADNESS

Alpa Feeling left out

Tommy A broken toy

Mia A sore knee

Shad Others grabbing

Lok and Obi Not sharing

1.  Talk about instruments at music club or school.

2.  Share the book with the class or small group  
(refer to the notes in the book for support).

3.  Play the audio and ask the children to look at the  
pictures from the book. Focus on the narrative and  
musical sounds of the whistle provided.

4.  Talk about what makes us sad and what we can do  
to help our friends.

5.  Play a simple game of follow my leader.

6.  Make a class version of the story, with children 
creating their own rhythms and tunes.

7.  Role play to retell the story using a simple instrument.

8.  Identify the link in the book between colours, sounds  
and volumes, e.g. quiet colours, loud colours.

9.  Paint the sounds and tunes that Jess plays for her 
friends.

10. Read other story books, poems and rhymes  
 about musical instruments.

1.  Talk about different types of musical instruments  
(use the poster too).

2.  Share the book with the class or small group  
(refer to the notes in the book for support).

3.  Play the audio and ask the children to look at the 
photographs from the book. Focus on the narrative  
and musical sounds provided. Ask the children to  
join in by copying each sound, e.g. Boom-bang!

4.  Talk about what instruments are made from. Look 
carefully to identify materials: metal, wood, plastic, 
rubber.

5.  Sing or say rhymes about musical instruments  
(shakers, bells, drums) together – use the audio CD.

6.  Make a working wall of shakers, bells and drum  
pictures/photographs. Add a new set, such as 
instruments to blow.

7.  Identify the most interesting, oldest, biggest, strangest 
instrument on each page.

8.  What questions do the children have about each set 
of instruments? What do they want to find out? 

9.  Talk about the instructions: what you need, what to  
do. Ask a child to explain to others how to make  
one of the instruments: “First I got..., then I...”

10. Read other books about musical instruments.

MUSIC CLUB

Fiction: 
The Happy Whistle

Non-fiction: 
Making Music

F Overview: Jess loves to play 
her penny whistle. As she 
roams the classroom she 
comes across five friends who 
need cheering up for different 
reasons. She plays a tune to 
make them happy again – 
and then they follow her!

F Key vocabulary: smiled, giggled, laughed, penny 
whistle, tune, what makes us sad/happy.

F Key language: Repetition of “Look what I can do!” 
(audio track)

F Overview: A photographic 
guide to shakers, bells and 
drums from around the 
world. Children are then 
shown how they might make 
a simple instrument of their 
own. 

F Key vocabulary: shakers, 
bells, drums, sounds, rhythms. 

F Key language: What sounds do they make?, What 
are they made from?, You need, They make different 
sounds. 




