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GUIDED GROUP READING

BEFORE READING
Book introduction:
l Look together at the front cover and title. Ask: How 

do we know the friends are on the Moon (setting and 
helmets)? Why are they wearing helmets? Note how they 
are floating. Check children’s understanding of the lack 
of gravity in space and show examples of astronauts if 
necessary. Ask: How do you think the friends got to the 
Moon? What could the story be about?

l Use flashcards or mini whiteboards to revise the 
following Yellow letter/sound correspondences:  
ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er.

l Show and practise reading the tricky words in this book: 
ride, very, head, home, space, sure, our, else,  
human-sized, crater, bottom, found, should.

Strategy check:
●l Encourage the children to use phonics skills to decode 
any new words. If they struggle, remind them to use a 
range of reading strategies, e.g. recognising repetitive 
words and phrases, deciding if the text makes sense, 
seeing a known word or sound within a word, using 
picture cues, and developing basic inference and 
deduction skills. 

●l Ask questions to encourage these skills, e.g. What can 
you do when you come to a word that you don’t know?

DURING READING
Independent reading:
l Point to the three dots (ellipsis) on page 8 and model 

reading the sentence with the correct pause. Let the 
children repeat the sentence. Note if they pause on 
other pages.

l Ask questions to enable the children to build up a fuller 
understanding of the story, e.g.  
Where are the children?  
What do you think the ride should do?  
Why can Finn jump up high?  
Who is watching them (p.5)?  
Whose footprints do you think they’ve seen?  
Where do you think the rocket will go next?  
How do they get home?  
What helps them jump up high back home?

AFTER READING
Return to the text:
l Encourage the children to reflect on their learning. 

Go back through the story to look at the tricky words 
practised before the story. Focus on words with phonic 
sounds such as ur and ure.

l Ask:  
Which part of the story did you enjoy?  
Which part surprised you?  
Was the story how you predicted?  
Why?

l Ask questions to enable the children to build up a fuller 
picture of the story and their reactions, e.g.

 How did the friends look when they first got into  
the pod?

 How do you think they felt?
 Why were they happier at the end? 
 What would you do first if you landed on the Moon?
 What ways could we bounce high in the air on Earth? 

Follow-up activities:
1. In groups of five, let the children re-enact the story with 

actions. Before they act it out, encourage them to retell 
the story using adverbials of time connectives such as 
first, then, etc. 

2. Have a movement and mime session, where the 
children can pretend to move as astronauts on the 
Moon. Show film clips to give them some idea of the 
slow and bouncy actions. To make it more interesting, 
give them activities to do such as digging, getting 
dressed, dancing etc.

BOOK OVERVIEW
The children unexpectedly find themselves on the 
Moon while on a theme park ride called Zoom 
to the Moon. They find a space man who has 
lost his rocket. Due to the lack of gravity, they 
can jump really high and use this skill to search 
for the rocket. From up high, they spot the rocket 
in a crater and the space man zooms off to the 
stars. The children return to the park and go on 
the Space Jump ride so that they can jump high 
like they did on the Moon.

ON THE MOON Yellow
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The rocket has got a lot of ur and ure words in it. 
Write the words in the correct planets.
Add another ur and ure word to each.

On the Moon

Name: Date:

turn        fur        cure        curl   

lure        pure        hurt        sure

ur

ure
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GUIDED GROUP READING

BEFORE READING
Book introduction:
l Look together at the title. Note that the two main words 

start with b. Remind the children that this is alliteration. 
Ask them to think of other things that begin with b that 
could be broken, e.g. broken bus, broken bench.

l Use flashcards or mini whiteboards to revise the 
following Green letter/sound correspondences:  
ew, ue, u-e (long u); ue, u-e, u (/y+oo/); u, ou, oul 
(short oo); ir, er, ear, or (/er/); ou, oy, eer, ere, are 
ear.

l Show and practise reading the tricky words in this book: 
race, ahead, already, wanted, halt, wandered, 
engine, front, know, together, suggested, great, 
idea.

l Encourage the children to share their own experiences 
of having a bike, e.g. why they like biking, falling off, 
broken bikes, bike racing (charity races, sport or own).

Strategy check:
●l Encourage the children to use phonics skills to decode 
any new words. If they struggle, remind them to use a 
range of reading strategies, e.g. recognising repetitive 
words and phrases, deciding if the text makes sense, 
seeing a known word or sound within a word, using 
picture cues, and developing basic inference and 
deduction skills. 

●l Ask questions to encourage these skills, e.g. What can 
you do when you come to a word that you don’t know?

DURING READING
Independent reading:
l Highlight how most of the speech is in the main text. 

Check they read the speech bubbles after the main text.
l Ask questions to build up a fuller understanding of the 

story, e.g.  
Why are Rav’s family behind a fence?  
How is Finn making his bike go fast?  
What mood is he in (p.4)?  
What does screech mean?  
How is Rav controlling the boat?  
What could happen to Finn (p.9)?  
How many cyclists are cycling past Finn (pp.10–11)?  
What is wrong with Finn’s bike?  
What have the friends got around their necks (p.19)?  
Why is Finn happy?

AFTER READING
Return to the text:
l Encourage the children to reflect on their learning. Ask:  

Which part of the story did you enjoy?  
Were your predictions about the story right?  
What lessons have you learned from the story?  
What reading strategies did you use to help with reading 
words?  
Did you recognise tricky words?

l Ask questions to build up a fuller picture of the  
story, e.g.

 Who wanted to win the bike race?
 Why was Finn so cross?
 How do we know the others cared for Finn? 
 What would you have done? 
 Why was it good to finish as a team?

Follow-up activities:
1. Let the children retell the story in sequence. Then ask 

them to create a story map of the bike race on a large 
piece of paper. Model a story map of ‘The Gingerbread 
Man’ as an example, adding in numbered captions 
along the map. They can share their maps with other 
children.

2. Discuss ways we can help a friend if they are hurt or in 
need, and create a first aid poster explaining what to do 
if someone gets hurt. Children could be provided with a 
range of bandages to practise with.

3. The children can work individually or in pairs to 
complete the words from the book on the PCM. 
Encourage them to use the book to find the words if 
needed (girls, closer, riders, corner, shirt, heard, over, 
words).

BOOK OVERVIEW
The friends are in a bike race at the park. As Finn 
speeds ahead, Tess and Asha are distracted by a 
bird, and Rav stops to play with a toy speedboat. 
Finn is in the lead, until he hits a stone and breaks 
his bike. Rav manages to fix Finn’s bike and the 
friends cross the finish line together as a team.

THE BROKEN BIKE Green
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The letters below all have the same sound. Add the correct letters to the
stones to complete the words.

The Broken Bike

Name: Date:

ir (bird)   er (herb)   ear (earn)   or (worm)

g  ls

clos  

rid  s

corn  
sh  t

h   d

ov  

w  ds



38

Purple

BOOK OVERVIEW
While Tess and Asha are in the museum looking 
at exhibits about medicine and nursing, they find 
themselves transported back in time to Florence 
Nightingale’s hospital. Believing they are new 
nurses, a nurse called Mary gives them each a 
uniform and asks them to get to work cleaning the 
hospital, cooking food and serving up meals to the 
injured soldiers. When one of the soldiers asks for 
Mary, who turns out to be his sister, Asha rushes off 
to find her. At the end of the day a rude general 
comes in and demands to see a male doctor. Tess 
tells him off and highlights all that the nurses do. 
The nurses and soldiers praise her bravery and the 
girls are transported back to the museum.

AFTER READING
Return to the text:

●● Discuss and return to any words or meanings that the 
children struggled with during reading. 

●● Encourage the children to find examples in the pictures 
and text which showed them that the story was set in the 
past.

●● Ask the children what new words they have learnt from 
the story. Which ones were their favourites and why?

●● Discuss what the book has taught them about nursing 
long ago. 

●● Use the comprehension questions at the end of the 
book to talk about the story and its characters in more 
detail.

●● If time permits, ask the following questions to explore 
the story further. What jobs did Asha and Tess do while 
they were at the hospital? What ways did Florence 
Nightingale try to help the soldiers get better (clean 
hospital and good food)? What speech verb on page 18 
tells us that Charlie was not well (‘croaked’)? How was 
the general rude? Why did the soldiers think Tess was 
brave? 

Follow-up activities:
1. The children can use the PCM to sort and revise words 

that have the /ow/ and /ur/ sounds. From a word 
bank of 12 words they must say each word to hear the 
sounds and write them into their correct lamps. They 
can then use some of the words to complete four story-
related sentences. 

2. Let the children find out more about Florence 
Nightingale and her work during the Crimean War 
using the Internet and other sources. 

GUIDED GROUP READING

BEFORE READING
Book introduction:

●● Look together at the front cover, title and back cover blurb. 
Ask the children if they know who Florence Nightingale 
was. Highlight that she was a nurse who helped injured 
soldiers in a war that took place a long time ago.

●● Show and practise reading difficult words in the book, such 
as ‘Crimean War’, ‘figure’, ‘medicine’, ‘injured’.

●● Write out the word ‘rail’. Explain that it can have two 
meanings – a track for trains or a long pole to hang clothes 
on. Explain that we can tell which one is used in the story 
by the clues in the text and pictures around it. 

●● Write out the word ‘wound’ twice. Pronounce the word 
with both the /ow/ and the /oo/ sounds, and explain what 
each means. Note that the two versions of the word have 
the same graphemes but different sounds and different 
meanings. Remind the children to look out for clues in the 
text and pictures to work out which one is used in the story.

Strategy check:
Recap with the children how to use a range of comprehension 
strategies to understand the characters, setting and events.

●● Remind them to be ‘story detectives’ by using clues in the 
text (inference skills) and by finding evidence to support 
their ideas (deduction skills).

●● Ask them to think ahead while they read to predict what 
might happen next.

●● Tell them that the punctuation in the text, especially in 
the dialogue, will help them know how to read with 
expression and will help them understand what the 
characters are thinking and feeling.

●● Encourage the children to use phonics skills to decode 
any new words. If they struggle, remind them to use 
other strategies, e.g. recognising spelling patterns in 
words, reading root words before endings, breaking 
words into syllables, checking that a text makes sense, 
picture cues, etc.

DURING READING
Independent reading:

●● Ask the children to read independently while you listen to 
each child in the group. 

●● Ask questions to enable the children to build up a fuller 
understanding of the story, e.g. Why do you think it is 
important to keep the hospital clean? Do you agree with Dr 
Griffiths that it’s a good thing we’re not living in Florence 
Nightingale’s time (page 23)?

HELPING FLORENCE 
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Name: Date:

Helping Florence

Sort the words with /ow/ or /ur/ sounds and write them in the correct lamps.
Then use some of the words from the lamps to complete the sentences. 

shout    girls    hour    work    dirt    out
her    down    turn    now    frowned    early

1. Florence Nightingale thought Asha and Tess were .

2. The hospital needed to be free from  and germs.

3. Asha had to  at Mary to make her stop.

4. Mary  in surprise at Asha.

/ow/ 

pound

/ur/ 

nurses




