
GUIDED GROUP READING

BEFORE READING 
Book introduction:

 ● Share the session focus with the children. Today we will:
 Read the sentences. 
 Check that we understand the story.

 ● Use flashcards or mini whiteboards to revise the 
following Red B letter/sound correspondences:    
ch, sh, th, ai, ee, oa, oo. 

 ● Practise reading the tricky words in this book:          
you, was, we, she.

 ● As a group, look at the cover image, title and blurb of 
the book. Ask the children: 
 What do you think the story will be about? 
 Have you ever been fishing?

Strategy check:
Remind the children of the strategies they can use for 
reading. Ask: What do you do if you come to a word you 
don’t know?

 ● I can ask: Would I say it like that?
 ● I can ask: Did I understand that?

DURING READING   
Independent reading:

 ● Remind the children of the session focus.
 ● Encourage the children to read independently while 
you listen to each child in the group in turn. Most will 
be able to blend independently at this stage but some 
may require support with consonant clusters and longer 
words. 

 ● Remind the children to track underneath the words with 
their finger. 

 ● Model sounding out and blending, or ask individuals to 
break down words to the group. 

 ● Highlight examples of successful problem solving. Say: 
You realised that sentence didn’t make sense and you 
read it again… Well done!

 ● Pause after each page to re-read the sentence.
 ● Ask questions specific to each page to check for 
understanding. For example: 
 What did Ben do with the fish on page 2? 
 What did the fish say to Ben on page 2? 

 ● Discuss the illustrations. For example: What colour was 
the fish on page 2?

AFTER READING        
Return to the text:  

 ● Talk about any words that the children had difficulty 
breaking down or pronouncing.

 ● Discuss any words or concepts that they struggled to 
understand.

 ● Encourage the children to reflect on their learning.  
Ask them:  
 Which part did you enjoy? 
 Were any parts of the story tricky to understand?

 ● Use the comprehension questions at the end of the book 
to talk about the story and discuss the themes of kindness, 
wishes and greed.

 ● If time permits, ask the following to check understanding 
of the story and explore the themes:
 Why do you think Ben’s Gran was cross?
 Who asked the fish for the wishes?
 Who did Gran want to be?
 What happened to Gran’s coat and food?  

Have you ever made a wish?

Follow-up activities
1.  Using the worksheet, children practise remembering the 

story. They write the things Gran wished for in the stars. 
(Answers: a thick coat, some rich food, to be queen). 
You could provide a word bank if necessary.

2.  As a group, talk about being greedy and why the fish 
got annoyed.

3.  Children draw a picture and to write a sentence showing 
what they would wish for.

Activity Contrastive stress

Description Ask children to look at a sentence that 
features contrastive stress, e.g. Fish 
was cross at such greed.
Ask children: would you read it like 
this? Fish was cross at such greed. 
Or like this? Fish was cross at such 
greed.

Children’s 
response

Children say which version sounds 
right.

Speech rhythm activity

BOATMAN BEN AND THE FISH 
Red B

BOOK OVERVIEW
Ben is granted wishes by a 
fish, but his gran uses them 
herself. When Gran wishes 
to be queen, the fish refuses 
and instead rewards Ben 
with a new boat.
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Write Gran’s wishes in the stars.

Name: Date:

Boatman Ben 
and the Fish
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