
How are other schools using Record-Breaking Comprehension?
Nicole Hodgson from St Margaret’s Primary School in Lancashire tells us about her experiences:

Our school background
I am the Deputy Head, Year 5/6 teacher, curriculum, assessment and mathematics co-ordinator 
and parental engagement leader at St. Margaret’s C.E. Primary School in Heywood, Lancashire. 
We are a rapidly improving primary school serving an area of high deprivation and challenge. Our 
children start school well below the nationally expected development level; we have low parental 
engagement and are constantly striving to support our children in making accelerated progress.

Why did you choose Record-Breaking Comprehension?
Record-Breaking Comprehension caught our eye immediately. We had been searching for an 
interesting bank of texts that would enthuse and inspire our underachieving boys in Key Stage 2.
  
Through gap analysis, we knew that we had to do something to impact on the progress of our 
boys because they were falling behind the girls in reading.  We had already bought many boy-
friendly books and adapted our topics so they were boy friendly, but interesting comprehension 
materials were a struggle to find.

How are you using Record-Breaking Comprehension?
We were excited when Record-Breaking Comprehension arrived at school and set about using it 
in all Key Stage 2 classes straight away – in our intervention groups and weekly comprehension 
lessons. We do not use the resource solely with boys, all of the children have been enjoying the 
texts and developing their comprehension skills in the process.

What are the benefits of Record-Breaking Comprehension?
The largest benefit, for us as teachers, is teaching comprehension skills to a group of children who 
are keen to learn and can’t wait to find out about the world’s longest nails or tallest man! We rarely 
have to battle with a boy’s sad little face at the thought reading. Instead I hear moans and groans 
when they find out we don’t have comprehension today.

Over the last term we have seen the gap close between girls and boys reading for the first time, 
teaching is focused and the time taken on searching for appropriate and inspiring comprehension 
materials has been saved. We will continue to use Record-Breaking Comprehension as we believe it 
will continue to play an important part in raising attainment.

We would unreservedly recommend Record-Breaking Comprehension 
to all those schools out there who want to get their children talking, 
reading and responding enthusiastically.

RBCQU


