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Focus activity: Perimeters – ordering

Spring Test 5
Teacher guidance
Skills and knowledge covered in this test:

3M1a Compare lengths (m/cm/mm).
3M4b Tell and write the time from an analogue clock; 24-hour clocks.
3M4e Know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in each month, year and leap year.
3M9c Add and subtract mass (kg/g).
4M4c Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to seconds; years to months; weeks to days.
4M7a Measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure in centimetres and metres.
4M7b Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares.
4M9 Calculate different measures, including money in pounds and pence.

20 
minutes

Here are four rectangles, labelled A, B, C and D.

Work out the perimeter of each rectangle.

Write the letters of the rectangles in order, starting with the rectangle with the smallest perimeter.
10 cm

6 cmA

6 cm

6 cmC

11 cm

4 cmB

15 cm

2 cmD

smallest largest

Display the question. Establish with the children that this style of question is an ordering 
question. What does putting things in order mean? Explain that it involves putting things in a 
sequence to make it easier to look at what is in the set.

What will you have to do to successfully answer this question? Explain that it involves finding the 
perimeter of each rectangle and then writing the perimeters of the rectangles in order, starting 
with the smallest.

What is the first thing you need to do to answer this question? Establish that to be able to answer 
the question, the children need to be able to calculate the perimeter of a rectangle. How do 
you find the perimeter of a rectangle? Ensure they know how to find the perimeter of a rectangle. 
Discuss the different ways – adding the length and width and then doubling, doubling the 
length and doubling the width then adding, or adding the four measurements.

Step1

Step2

Step3
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What is the perimeter of Rectangle A? Establish that, using a chosen method, the perimeter 
of Rectangle A is 32 cm. Remind the children that it is good practice to make a note of the 
perimeters. What are the perimeters of the other three rectangles? Make sure that the children 
have the correct perimeters: Rectangle B = 30 cm; Rectangle C = 24 cm; Rectangle D = 34 cm.

What else do you need to do to answer this question? Remind the children that they need to write 
the letters of the rectangles to show them in order, starting with the rectangle with the smallest 
perimeter. Which is the smallest perimeter? The smallest perimeter is 24 cm; this is Rectangle C. 
Write C in the left-hand box.

What is your final answer? The final answer is: C, B, A, D.

Question 
number

Answer Mark Domain 
reference

Related 
focus activity

Additional guidance

1 Accept any length >90 cm and 
<100 cm

1 3M1a Summer 
Test 1

2 Circles quarter to four 1 3M4b Spring 
Test 3

Accept any other clear way of indicating 
the correct time.

3 Months with exactly 30 days:
June
Months with exactly 31 days:
January, March, August

2 3M4e Spring 
Test 4

Accept any unambiguous spelling.

Award 2 marks for all four correct.

Award 1 mark for three correct.

4 a) 900
b) 1,500

a) 1
b) 1

3M9c Summer 
Test 4

5 




2 4M4c Autumn 
Test 5

Accept any other clear positive way 
of indicating correct, e.g. yes or y, and 
negative way for incorrect, e.g. no or n.

Award 2 marks for all four correct.

Award 2 marks for ticks in the correct 
boxes and the other boxes left blank. 

Award 1 mark for three correct.
6 Accept an explanation that 

shows an understanding that we 
know each side of the square is 
made up of 6 squares (because 
we can see one side), and that, 
because it is a square, we know 
there are 6 squares in one 
column and there are 6 columns 
so there are 36 squares or 36 cm2 
altogether.

1 4M7b Summer 
Test 3

7 C, D, A, B 1 4M7a Autumn 
Test 2

8 8.26 2 4M9 Spring 
Test 2

Award 2 marks for the correct answer 
of £8.26.

If the answer is incorrect, award 1 mark 
for a correct method, e.g.

20 × 2 = 40

25.75 + 5.99 = 31.74 

40 – 31.74 =

Step4

Step5

Step6
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Name: Class: Date:

Spring Test 5

1 Kerry writes three lengths in order, starting with the smallest.

 One length is missing.

 What could the missing length be?

 900 mm cm  1 m

2 This is a digital clock showing a 24-hour time.

15:45

 Circle this time written in words.

 quarter to five quarter to four quarter to three quarter to two

3 Write these month in the correct set.

January      March      June      August

 

Months with
exactly 30 days

Months with
exactly 31 days

▢
1 mark

▢
1 mark

▢
2 marks
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Spring Test 5 (continued)

4 Write the missing number in these sentences.

a) Jenny buys a 1kg bag of sugar.

 She uses 100 grams of sugar.

 There are grams  of sugar left.

b) Max buys a 2 kg bag of flour.

 He uses 1
4

 of the flour.

 There are grams  of flour left.

5 Tick () if the statement is correct.

 Cross () if the statement is incorrect.

 2 hours = 100 minutes 

 180 seconds = 3 minutes 

 4 weeks = 28 days 

 60 months = 6 years 

▢
1 mark

▢
1 mark

▢
2 marks
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Spring Test 5 (continued)

6 This square is drawn on a grid.

 Part of the grid is covered by a piece of paper.

 Explain how you know the area of this square is 36 cm2.

▢
1 mark

 .

426504_Spring_5_RPT_Y4_066-072.indd   70 1/23/18   6:05 PM



71Year 4 Reasoning Practice Tests © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2018

7 Here are four rectangles, labelled A, B, C and D.

 Work out the perimeter of each rectangle.

  Write the letters of the rectangles in order, starting with the rectangle 
with the smallest perimeter.

15 cm

8 cmA

10 cm

11 cmC

20 cm

4 cmB

16 cm

6 cmD

smallest largest
▢

1 mark

Spring Test 5 (continued)

426504_Spring_5_RPT_Y4_066-072.indd   71 1/23/18   6:05 PM



72 Year 4 Reasoning Practice Tests © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2018

8 Layla buys a computer game for £25.75 and a new mouse pad for £5.99.

 

C
O

M
PU

TE
R

 G
A

M
E

COMPUTER GAME

£25.75

£5.99

 She uses two £20 notes to pay.

 How much change does she get?

 
£

Show your method

▢
2 marks

Spring Test 5 (continued)

/12Total marks

How well did you do?
Colour the numbers of the questions 
you got correct.

Compare lengths (m/cm/mm). 1
Tell and write the time from an analogue clock; 24-hour 
clocks. 2

Know the number of seconds in a minute and the 
number of days in each month, year and leap year. 3

Add and subtract mass (kg/g). 4
Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; 
minutes to seconds; years to months; weeks to days. 5

Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares. 6
Measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear 
figure in centimetres and metres. 7

Calculate different measures, including money in pounds 
and pence. 8
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