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ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION: 

WHO IS IT FOR?
Headteachers, teachers, executive heads, multi-academy trust 
advisors, assessment and subject coordinators 

WHAT IS IT ABOUT?
Pupils’ performance in the 2017 KS2 national test for  
grammar, punctuation and spelling

WHAT IS IT FOR?
To provide teachers with information about the  
problematic areas where pupils performed less  
well in the 2017 KS2 national tests, and to give  
guidance on next steps for the classroom to  
improve skills.

ACHIEVE100



Introduction
After having a short break from writing the Implications for Teaching and Learning Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
report for the Key Stage 2 2016 national test papers, I am delighted to be writing the 2017 edition. Through this report we 
aim to identify the highlights from the 2017 test, suggesting implications for teaching and learning. We also include an 
analysis of question type and hope to pinpoint any new style of questions that may have surprised us this year. But above 
all, this report will offer helpful strategies for you and your team when preparing your pupils for the 2018 tests. 

Madeleine Barnes
 

Teaching suggestions 
1. The 2017 test continues to remind us that the tests today are not year 2 and year 6 tests – with 32% of the 

KS2 test assessing the KS1 curriculum and only 20% assessing the year 6 curriculum.  Let’s ask ourselves 
what is happening in terms of monitoring and assessing grammar, punctuation and spelling in years 3, 4 and 
5 – who are responsible for teaching the remaining 48% of the test content. All year groups are responsible 
for their content plus the revision of previous years. According to the curriculum, all word classes are taught 
by the end of year 4. However, teachers in years 5 and 6 will need to consistently review the terminology and 
provide opportunities for children to apply their knowledge of word classes because 26% (13 marks) of the 
questions assess grammatical terms and word classes. 

2. Teaching in context is essential as words can be different word classes depending on the context. There are 
some new questions that test the function of words (see more later).

3. 31/50 questions involved pupils ticking, circling, underlining and multiple-choice-style questions. Do all 
children understand the instructional language such as insert, match, tick, draw lines, circle, complete etc? 
Does the teaching of grammar, punctuation and spelling reflect this in your school? Are children regularly 
exposed to this style of question?

4. Accuracy of spelling is extremely important again in 2017. Verb forms, contractions, prefixes, suffixes and 
plurals must be spelt correctly, even on the Paper 1 Grammar test. 

5. A reminder to all staff that 11/20 tested words were from the years 3 and 4 spelling curriculum, and the 
remaining 9 were from the years 5 and 6 spelling curriculum (see the Appendix in the National Curriculum 
for spelling rules to be taught in each year group.) It is worth highlighting that although only 3/20 words 
were taken from the statutory word lists, (bruise from year 3 and 4, straight & thorough from years 5 and 6) 
many of the words in these word lists do fall into the spelling rule categories too.

Raw Scores and Scaled Scores Explained
A scaled score of 100 represents the expected standard at the end of Key Stage 2. Each year, the raw score on the 
test could change, but the scaled score always remains the same, at 100. This year, the test was out of a total of 70 
marks (50 marks for grammar and punctuation, and 20 marks for spelling). 

• The threshold for the expected standard in 2017 decreased this year by 7 marks = 36/70 = 51% (61% in 2016).
• The threshold for the greater depth standard in 2017 decreased by 5 marks = 56/70 = 80% (87% in 2016).
• In 2017, 77% of pupils met the expected standard in grammar, punctuation and spelling (provisional data) 

compared with 72% in 2016.

Standard Raw score on the test Scaled score 
Not reached the expected standard 3-35 80-99
Expected standard 36-55 100-109
High score 56-70 110-120
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Overview of the test   
PAPER 1 AND PAPER 2: % PER DOMAIN CONTENT
• Grammar carried the most weighting on Paper 1.  

CONTENT DOMAIN AREAS COVERED IN THE TEST
Pupils need to know all of the terminology in the table below. 

KEY STAGE 2 PAPER 1 GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION AND SPELLING TEST: % OF MARKS PER YEAR GROUP
This analysis represents where an area is first introduced. For example, noun phrases are first introduced in year 2 
but are also mentioned in year 4. The analysis records this as year 2. Where a question requires knowledge of the 
terminology, this analysis records where the terminology is first introduced as a statutory requirement.  
E.g. the term ‘conjunction’ is not a statutory term until year 3 but is first introduced in Key Stage 1. 
The figures in brackets refer to the 2016 tests.
 
 

 

• Similar to 2016, 32% of the marks were from Key Stage 1 in 2017.
• Just 20% of the questions were from year 6 in 2017.

Year group  in the national curriculum Number of marks Percentage of marks 
1 4 (3) 8% (6%)
2 12 (14) 24% (28%)
3 7 (9) 14% (18%)
4 6 (7) 12% (14%)
5 11 (9) 22% (18%)
6 10 (8) 20% (16%)

Paper Element of the 
content domain

Number of marks Percentage of  
the paper

Percentage of  
total mark

Paper 1: questions
(Maximum 50 marks) 

Grammar 28 56% 40%
Punctuation 17 34% 24%
Vocabulary 5 10% 7%

Paper 2: spelling 
(Maximum 20 marks) Spelling 20 100% 29%

Total 70 100% 100%
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G1 Grammatical terms/ 
word classes G2 Function of sentences G3 Combining words, 

phrases and clauses
G4 Verb tenses and 
consistency

Nouns
Verbs
Adjectives
Conjunctions
Pronouns
Possessive pronouns
Relative pronouns
Adverbs
Adverbials
Prepositions
Determiners
Subject and object

Statements
Questions
Commands
Exclamations

Sentences
Clauses
Relative clauses
Noun phrases
Coordinating conjunctions
Subordinating conjunctions
Subordinate clauses

Simple past 
Simple present
Verbs in the perfect form
Modal verbs
Present and past progressive
Tense consistency
Subjunctive verb forms
Passive and active

G5 Punctuation G6 Vocabulary G7 Standard English and 
formality

Capital letters
Full stops
Question marks
Commas in lists
Apostrophes
Commas to clarify meaning
Commas after fronted    
   adverbials
Hyphens

Inverted commas
Direct speech
Brackets
Dashes
Commas to indicate        
   parentheses
Colons
Semi-colons
Single dashes
Bullet points

Synonyms and antonyms
Prefixes
Suffixes
Word families

Standard English
Formal and informal  
   vocabulary
Formal and informal  
   structures
The subjunctive
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Paper 1: Grammar, punctuation and spelling test  
(common misconceptions, tricky questions and 
teaching tips) 

Grammar and Standard English
In the 2017 grammar, punctuation and spelling test, there were 50 one-mark questions.

 

The questions were presented in order of difficulty, with Q1 the easiest and Q50 the most difficult question. Some  
pupils lost marks because they did not underline or circle words correctly, for ambiguous punctuation and for 
spelling errors specifically when adding suffixes. It is also important to highlight that pupils need to tick the correct 
amount of boxes, especially if it says to ‘tick two’. There was a strong emphasis on accuracy within the test and 
pupils lost marks for not starting sentences with capital letters or spelling verb forms incorrectly. 

Year group  in the national curriculum Number of marks Percentage of marks 
3 and 4 11 55%
5 and 6 9 45%

Grammatical terms 
and word classes

Functions of 
sentences

Combining words, 
phrases and clauses

Verb forms and 
consistency

Punctuation Vocabulary
Standard English 
and formality

13 marks 4 marks 4 marks 5 marks 17 marks 5 marks 2 marks

KEY STAGE 2 PAPER 2 SPELLING: % OF MARKS PER YEAR GROUP
Some areas, such as homophones and near-homophones, are mentioned across Years 3–6. These are recorded 
according to the first year group they are introduced. 

 
 
 

Test Technique Tips
 ✔ Ensure that pupils spell prefixes, suffixes, verb forms and plurals correctly. They will lose marks if these are not 
spelt correctly.  

 ✔ Less focus this year is on children reasoning through written explanations but instead more focus on children 
applying fluency when answering more complex multiple-choice questions, for example question 13 – Which 
sentence uses the word round as an adjective? Do we teach grammar in a context like this where the word round is 
presented in four different sentences but only one is the correct response – one uses round as an adjective?

 ✔ A small number of questions reminded pupils to punctuate their answers correctly. It is vital that year 6 children 
recognise this reminder as they will not be awarded the mark for omitting punctuation or for using ambiguous 
punctuation. ‘Remember to punctuate your answer correctly’ is a lifeline and children should be taught to  
recognise this. 

 ✔ Ensure pupils tick, circle or underline the correct amount of boxes or words. This must be clear and 
unambiguous. If a pupil makes a mistake, ensure they rub out or cross out the wrong answer to ensure their 
answer is crystal clear. 

 ✔ Hyphens, possessive apostrophes and contractions will not be tested in Paper 2 spelling test, but may be tested in 
Paper 1 grammar, punctuation and spelling test. Encourage children to print in the Paper 2 spelling test to avoid 
any ambiguous letter formation and letter joins.
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Here are question types analysed in more detail:
Q9 and Q11 were presented in a new style.
Q9 What is the word class of the underlined word in the sentence below? The alarm rang and Jamal    
 immediately jumped out of bed. (88% answered correctly)
Q11 What is the word class of the underlined words in the sentence below? The girl bought a sandwich and an  
 apple to eat for lunch. (90% answered correctly)
As both questions were multiple-choice, there were three incorrect distractors for the children to deal with. 
Perhaps if this was an open question, some children would find it more straight forward. Do we present children 
with multiple-choice questions like this? Do we model ruling out answers, for example ‘What is the function of the 
underlined words? Yes they are all in front of nouns. Are they adjectives? No they are not describing the noun, they 
are showing which thing is being referred to. So they are not adjectives; they are not nouns because we have just 
said they are in front of the nouns. So, they are either adverbs or determiners. What is the function of an adverb 
etc…’.

Q13 (79% answered correctly) and Q18 (78% answered correctly) were very similar.  
 Which sentence uses the word book as a verb? Tick one. 
These questions tested if children really understood the function of the word book in four different contexts. 
Children would benefit from this question being modelled and talked through – just like the one above. What is 
the function of the word book in the first sentence? Teachers will need to model doing this so that children do it 
automatically when faced with challenging questions. 

Q33 Circle the conjunction in each sentence. (68% answered correctly) 
Children were presented with three sentences and the correct responses were when/although/so. However, many 
children circled the first conjunction and moved on to the next question. Perhaps the language ‘in each sentence’ 
was unfamiliar to children. Do we present questions like this to them regularly? This is a quick-fix as teachers could 
present sentences on the board for children to ‘find and copy the _________ from each sentence’ as a competitive 
style activity in pairs.

Q49 Write a noun phrase containing at least three words to complete the sentence below. Remember to   
 punctuate your answer correctly. (50% answered correctly)
 ____________________________ was preparing for an important athletics competition. 
This question was unusual as children were asked to insert a noun phrase at the beginning of the sentence (children 
are perhaps more familiar inserting noun phrases into the middle of the sentence) so needed to remember to 
capitalise the initial letter. Also the context of the sentence steered children to use proper nouns that again need 
capital letters. Some children did not retain all of the information of using at least three words and wrote shorter 
noun phrases such as ‘The girl’. Other children used fronted adverbials before their noun phrase, for example 
‘Yesterday, the girl’ or included verbs ‘The girl running in the park’ and lost the mark. As the penultimate question, this 
question is complex and involves a range of criteria to be understood and applied by the children such as knowing 
what a noun phrase is, remembering to use at least three words, using an initial capital letter and any other accurate 
internal punctuation.

Q50 Circle the adverb in the sentence below. (20% answered correctly)
 Of all the toys in his large collection, Karl’s little brother liked the cuddly rabbit best.
A common error here was to circle the word cuddly as it ends with -ly and many pupils associate the term adverb 
with an -ly ending. This reinforces the teaching point to explicitly teach adverbs that do not end in -ly and display 
them somewhere in each Key Stage 2 classroom. Teachers should make regular reference to these adverbs so that 
children recognise them as easily as those that end with -ly. A child who asks themselves, ‘which word functions 
as an adverb in this sentence?’ will have more chance of selecting the correct answer. However, this involves real 
application of understanding word classes and needs to be taught.

Punctuation
In 2017, 17 marks were focused on pupils’ knowledge and understanding of punctuation. These questions are 
mainly presented in different ways – for example circling/underlining; ticking a box where a punctuation mark 
should be; multiple-choice where pupils select the correctly punctuated sentence or inserting the correct 
punctuation mark(s).
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Q2 Insert a semi-colon in the correct place in the sentence below.  
 Come and see me tomorrow I will not have time to see you today. (77% answered correctly)
Although this question appears very early in the paper, many pupils found this challenging. For the expected 
standard in the teacher assessment of writing, pupils are required to use the semi-colon in a list. However, in this 
question, pupils are required to understand that a semi-colon is used to separate two independent clauses. It is 
important that this is taught to all pupils as it is part of the Programme of Study. 

Q7 Tick the option that correctly completes the sentence below – children were presented with 4 versions of  
 ‘In 1998 snowboarding became…’ with a comma placed in different positions.  (88% answered correctly) 
Although this question was assessing the use of the comma, children also needed to apply their knowledge of a 
fronted adverbials. This again highlights the importance of teaching grammar in a context where teachers point out 
the use of fronted adverbials when reading or sharing real texts.

Q12 Which sentence is punctuated correctly? (85% answered correctly) This was a multiple-choice question   
 assessing the use of the dash.
This was incredibly tricky for pupils because it assessed the use of a single dash. Many children are familiar with the 
use of a pair of dashes for parenthesis. Teachers may need to dedicate more time to teaching a single dash and its 
function in a sentence. 

Q28 Insert full stops and capital letters in the passage below so it is punctuated correctly.  
 (64% answered correctly) 
There were many places where children could make errors when punctuating this passage. Perhaps we need to 
consider how often we present challenging and complex paragraphs for children to punctuate.

Vocabulary 
In 2017, just five questions were focused on knowledge and understanding of vocabulary, but they were also the 
most challenging questions on the test paper. 

Q4 The prefix mis- can be added to the word read to make the word misread. What does the word ‘misread’  
 mean? Pupils were given four options to select from. (93% answered correctly)
Q40 Which one prefix can be added to all three words below to make their antonyms? Write the prefix in the  
 box. Pupils were given secure/active/complete to use. (56% answered correctly)
While it is key to teach pupils the meanings of prefixes and suffixes, pupils will also benefit from explicit work on the 
meanings of root words. This was a particularly challenging for pupils, especially as they did not use the example 
words to support them. A good website for exploring the meaning of root words, prefixes and suffixes is  
www.etymonline.com. 

Q24 and Q41 presented the assessment of antonyms and synonyms in a new style for the children (and their 
teachers).
Q24 Circle the two words that are antonyms in the sentence below – ‘What looked like a worthless collection of  
 rusty metal turned out to include ancient coins and valuable jewellery.’ (80% answered correctly)
Q41 Circle the two words that are synonyms in the passage below – ‘The café serves delicious snacks and cakes  
 until noon. After midday, you can also order hot lunches, sandwiches or soup. (57% answered correctly)
Neither of these questions define antonym or synonym so children are expected to know and apply these 
definitions. Some children were challenged by the vocabulary used, particularly in question 41. This again raises 
the absolute importance of exposing children to challenging texts – what is the diet of non-fiction texts like in your 
school? Do you present high quality and challenging non-fiction texts so that children acquire technical language? 

Q44 Complete each sentence below with a word formed from the root word thought. Olisa was a very    
 _________ girl. The children looked ______________at the poster on the wall. (43% answered correctly) 
One of the difficulties in this question was that the children needed to write two correct responses for one mark. 
Children were penalised for misspellings. How much time do we spend looking at root words and investigating what 
prefixes and suffixes can be added to create new words? Once the words have been created, do we discuss their word 
class and how the word can function? 
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Paper 2: Spelling test
The spelling test was presented in order of difficulty with the easiest questions first. 55% of the questions were 
from the years 3 and 4 spelling areas and 45% were from years 5 and 6. Pupils were able to access the first 11 
questions with relative ease but the last 5 spellings were particularly challenging for all pupils. Pupils found the 
word ‘coarse’ particularly challenging – do we take opportunities to explore a wider range of homophones when 
reading and teaching spelling rules?

Are we teaching or testing spelling? Do you give your children investigations such as ‘We always add -es to make 
the plural form of a word – is this true? Words that end in -cian are always jobs – is this true? B is the most common silent 
letter – is this true?’

Spelling test words in order: likely, straight, sensation, nervous, crumb, probable, inspiring, substance, 
operation, toughest, bruise, sensibly, violence, disobeyed, thorough, monarch, (38% answered correctly) 
sympathetic, (34% answered correctly) originally, (35% answered correctly) percussion (31% answered correctly) 
and coarse (13% answered correctly).

Next steps for your teaching
1. Ensure a whole-school approach to teaching grammar. Build in opportunities to revise and review both Key 

Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 content areas. 

2. Teach the spelling letter strings and rules as indicated in the Appendix (National Curriculum) and ensure that 
children are given opportunities to apply their understanding of spellings. 

3. Teach the correct terminology for grammar and ask pupils to explain what they mean using practical 
examples, in context, from real texts.

 

Some of these words may also be in other word classes. 

About the author
Madeleine Barnes (@moonmaddy) is an experienced part-time assistant headteacher in Manchester and a 
part-time English Consultant. She offers bespoke training to support schools and still regularly teaches in the 
classroom. Madeleine is also a part of the Rising Stars Assessment Advisory Team and will be presenting at the 
Rising Stars National Test Conferences, focused on engaging readers and inspiring writers. She is an established 
educational author and series editor.

Join Madeleine at the Rising Stars Achieving and Exceeding the Standard National Conferences.  
Visit www.risingstars-uk.com/conferences for more information.

Terminology not used in the test Terminology used in the test
Speech marks Inverted commas

Connectives (e.g. and, but, so, because, when) Coordinating conjunctions (e.g. or, and, but, so)
Subordinating conjunctions (e.g. when, if, because)

Connectives (e.g. on the other hand, in addition,
furthermore, therefore)

Adverbs (words, e.g. therefore)/Adverbials (words or 
groups of words, e.g. on the other hand)

Time connectives (e.g. next, then, first, second) Adverbs (of time)

Connectives (e.g. after, before)

Subordinating conjunctions, e.g. I went to the cinema 
after I had eaten my dinner (used to introduce a 
subordinate clause).
Prepositions (of time), e.g. Entry is free after 5pm in the 
evening.

Embedded clauses/‘Dropped in’ clauses  
Subordinate clauses Subordinate clauses



Resources for success 
in the 2018 SATs

Achieve Revision and Practice
The Achieve series of revision and practice books has been developed to 

help improve your pupils’ performance in the 2018 national tests. 

Full details and sample pages are available on our website, www.risingstars-uk.com
To order call 01235 400 555 

Fax 01235 400 454
Email primary@bookpoint.co.uk

ACHIEVE100

Why the Achieve range is the most trusted 
revision resource for national test preparation 

• Contains complete coverage of all topics in the new 
national curriculum

• Includes complementary revision and practice questions 
books arranged so children can revise the topic in one 
book and then practise that area in the other 

• Ideal for homework activities and booster class 
activities in the run-up to the tests

• Achieve Online allows children to practise interactive 
tests in the classroom – or at home!

Achieve Online Mathematics Achieve Online Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling


