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TurquoiseGRANDMA’S STORY 

BOOK OVERVIEW
Mrs Knight’s class are learning about what life was 
like when their grandparents were children. Asha 
persuades her grandma to come into class and 
tell stories about her childhood. Grandma is very 
nervous, as she doesn’t like speaking in front of a 
lot of people, but Asha gives her supportive smiles. 
Grandma talks about her life as a child growing up 
in a small house with her family. She describes how 
all the neighbours came to their house to watch the 
first moon landing on TV and then have a big tea 
party afterwards with sandwiches, cakes and jellies. 
She recalls how she caught two cats trying to steal 
sandwiches and scared them off, and how her dad 
said she was a star for saving the feast. Asha and 
the children love Grandma’s story. 

GUIDED GROUP READING

BEFORE READING
Book introduction:

●● Look together at the front cover, title and back cover 
blurb. Ask: Do you think Grandma will tell her story? 

●● Encourage the children to share experiences of 
grandparents or older relatives sharing stories about  
the past. 

●● Write out the words ‘family’ and ‘story’. Note the ‘y’. 
Write out the plural for both words, ‘families’, ‘stories’, 
and note how the ‘y’ is replaced with ‘ies’. Highlight that 
both plural words are in the story.

●● Note the possession apostrophe in the title and make 
sure the children know that it is added to show that the 
story belongs to Grandma. Ask them to think of a few 
more examples, e.g. Asha’s brush, Finn’s football.

●● Show and practise reading the tricky words in the book. 

Strategy check:
Recap with the children how to use a range of comprehension 
strategies to understand the characters, setting and events.

●● Remind them to be ‘story detectives’ by using clues in the 
text (inference skills) and by finding evidence to support 
their ideas (deduction skills).

●● Ask them to think ahead while they read to predict what 
might happen next.

●● Tell them that the punctuation in the text, especially in 
the dialogue, will help them know how to read with 
expression and will help them understand what the 
characters are thinking and feeling.

●● Encourage the children to use phonics skills to decode 
any new words. If they struggle, remind them to use  
other strategies, e.g. recognising spelling patterns in 
words, reading root words before endings, breaking 
words into syllables, checking that a text makes sense, 
picture cues, etc.

DURING READING
Independent reading:

●● Ask the children to read independently while you listen to 
each child in the group. 

●● Note how Grandma’s stutter is written on page 9. Ask for 
a volunteer to say her words out loud. Ask questions to 
enable children to build up a fuller understanding of the 
story, e.g. What words and phrases tell us that Grandma 
is nervous (pages 6–7)? What do the thought bubbles 
show (page 10)? Why do you think Grandma has stopped 
shaking (page 12)? 
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AFTER READING
Return to the text:

●● Discuss and return to any words or meanings that the 
children struggled with during reading. 

●● Encourage the children to share their favourite words 
or phrases. Why did they like them? What parts of 
Grandma’s stories did they find most interesting? Why?

●● Use the comprehension questions at the end of the 
book to talk about the story and its characters in more 
detail.

●● If time permits, ask the following questions to explore 
the story further. How did Asha help her grandma stop 
being nervous? Why was Asha’s ‘heart thumping’ on 
page 8? Why was it difficult for the young grandma to 
get to the toilet? What questions would you have liked  
to ask her? 

Follow-up activities:
1. Encourage the children to share a story about 

themselves or their family. It could be about their way of 
life or a retelling of an actual event that took place. 

2. Give each of the children a copy of the PCM. The 
children read the statements related to the story and 
decide whether they are true or false. They then write 
about why they would or would not have liked to be 
growing up at the same time as Grandma.

3. Ask the children to look through the book to find 
information about what life was like in the 1960s when 
Grandma was a girl. Record the information on a chart 
and add a column to compare the children’s life with 
Grandma’s. 
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Grandma’s Story
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Put a tick by the true statements and a cross by the untrue statements. 

1. Grandma had many toys to play with. 

2. Grandma’s toilet was outside in the yard. 

3. Grandma had to wear her older sisters’ clothes. 

4. Grandma’s mum worked in the library every Saturday. 

5. Grandma liked to stay indoors to play on her computer. 

6. Children’s TV programmes only lasted for one hour. 

7. They were the first family on the street to have a colour TV. 

8. The family watched an American astronaut land on Mars. 

Would you have liked to be growing up when Grandma was a child? 
Explain why, or why not.


