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Grandma’s Story
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It was the start of a new term at school.

“We’re going to learn about what life was like when your 

grandparents were children!” Mrs Knight told the class. “Please 

ask your grandparents if they’d like to come in to talk to us.”

Asha’s insides fluttered with excitement. She was going to her 

grandma’s after school and couldn’t wait to ask her.

As soon as Grandma met her in the playground, Asha said, 

“Please will you come and talk to my class?”
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Grandma frowned and shook her head. “I’m not sure,” she said. 

“I get a bit nervous speaking in front of lots of people.”

“Oh no, but your stories about when you were little are so 

good!” Asha said. “Please come!”

Grandma took a deep breath and looked at Asha.

Asha gulped as she waited for her to reply.

“All right, I’ll do it!” she said. 

Asha jumped up and hugged her.

“I’ll ask Mrs Knight to call you,” said Asha, skipping along  

the pavement.
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Yes please. 

It was arranged for the following Friday. 

“That’s my grandma,” Asha whispered to Tess as her grandma 

came into the classroom after lunchtime.

Grandma smiled and waved, but Asha saw her hands shaking 

as she took off her coat. “She looks nervous,” Asha thought.

Mrs Knight beamed at the class. “We’re very lucky to have 

Asha’s grandma here today to talk to us about life when she 

was a girl. Welcome!”

Asha’s grandma sat down and cleared her throat. 

Would you like a 

glass of water?
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Grandma took a deep breath. “I-I was b-born in 1960,”  

she stuttered. Grandma coughed and took another gulp of 

her drink.

Asha bit her lip as the class waited in silence. “You can do it, 

Grandma,” she thought. “Your stories are brilliant!” 

Asha watched her grandma take a sip of the drink. Her hands 

were trembling. Grandma looked around the room and her 

eyes landed on Asha, who grinned and gave her grandma  

a big thumbs up.

“Go on, Grandma!” she whispered, her heart thumping. 
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Grandma breathed in again. Asha held her breath. 

“My family wasn’t rich,” Grandma continued. “We didn’t have 

many toys or nice things to eat.”

Asha kept smiling at her grandma, urging her on. 

Grandma caught her eye and gave a little smile back.

“I had two sisters and two brothers,” said Grandma. “We lived 

in a small house so I had to share a bedroom with my sisters. 

The toilet was outside in the yard so it could be very cold going 

to the loo!” 



Talk about the story
Answer the questions:

1   Why was Asha’s grandma ‘not sure’ about coming to  
the school? (page 4)

2    Which day of the week did Asha’s grandma visit the school?

3  What year was Asha’s grandma born?

4   What does the word ‘trembling’ mean (page 8)?  
Can you think of another word to replace it?

5  What job did Asha’s grandma’s dad do?

6   Why did all the neighbours come to Asha’s  
grandma’s house?

7   Have you ever spoken in front of lots of people?  
Were you nervous? Why? Or why not?

8   Would you like to have been a child in the 1960s?  
Why? Or why not?

Can you retell the story in your own words?
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