


Reading Planet Notes

In this book
Your child may need help with  
these words:

Sierra Leone question
Musa beautiful
Titi busy
favourite worry
famous chalk
imagination nervous 

Say them out loud and talk about the 
meanings together before you start reading.

Before reading
Look at the front and back cover together. 
Ask your child: Where do you think the  
story is set? How can you tell? Which word 
does Wata sound like? 

AFTER READING
 Try these activities with your child:

 Draw or paint a picture of what you think 
Mami Wata looks like, based on the different 
descriptions in the book.

 Act out the part of the story where Mum and 
Fatama go to the market. Use the text on 
pages 9–12 as your script, and try to speak 
and act like the characters in the story. 

 Continue the story by describing what 
happens when Fatama gets home. Does she 
tell anyone about Mami Wata? Will she ever 
see her again?
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Find out more 
Mami Wata is a water spirit 
celebrated throughout much 

of Africa. Find out more 
about other mythical creatures 
still well known today – like 
the Loch Ness Monster in 
Scotland! Use books or the 

Internet to help you.

Reading tip
Be a good reading role model for your 

child. Show them that, as well as reading 
for pleasure, they can find out all about 

the world around them from reading 
newspapers, information books and 

articles online. Look out for child-friendly 
newspapers and comics to broaden  

their reading horizons. 

After reading, encourage your child to  
talk about the story. You’ll find ideas  
for questions and activities at the back  
of this book.

While reading
 Can your child explain what the word 
imagination means on page 4?

 Ask your child to pause after reading to 
the end of page 19. Can they predict 
what might happen next? Will Fatama 
get to see Mami Wata?

 Ask your child to read back through 
the book to find words that are used to 
describe Mami Wata, such as mother, 
protector and half human and half fish. 
Can they tell you what these words 
mean? Can they use these words in a 
sentence of their own? 
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Mami Wata’s

Secret
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Fatama lived with her mum, dad and older siblings 

in Freetown, Sierra Leone. Her brother was called 

Musa and her sister was called Titi. 
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Freetown had plenty of beaches to visit. Fatama’s 

favourite place was the seaside. She loved stories of 

Mami Wata, the famous water goddess. Mami Wata 

means ‘mother of the water’. One day, Fatama hoped 

to meet her.
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Fatama was the youngest in her family and had the 

biggest imagination!

No one really knew what Mami Wata looked like, but 

Fatama was pretty sure she could find out. 
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They were going to the beach on Sunday. Maybe that 

might be the day she would meet Mami Wata! 

Before then, she wanted to learn what her family knew 

about the water goddess.
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On the way to school with Titi, Fatama saw  

pink-backed pelicans on the lake.

“Is Mami Wata in the lake?” she asked.

“Well, she is the protector of the water kingdom,” 

said Titi. 
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“Yes, I know that!” Fatama said. Of course she knew 

Mami Wata protected the water kingdom! Everyone 

knew that!

Fatama asked her sister another question. “What does 

Mami Wata look like?”

7
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“She has beautiful long hair and wears colourful 

beads,” said Titi. 

Fatama imagined beads in Mami Wata’s hair and 

around her neck. Fatama could not wait to meet her 

on Sunday!
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The next day, Mum and Fatama went to the market. 

Mum held Fatama’s hand as they weaved through the 

busy alleys. There was a big puddle in front of the 

mango stall.

RP_G_Turquoise_Fatama and Mami Wata’s Secret_final.indd   9RP_G_Turquoise_Fatama and Mami Wata’s Secret_final.indd   9 21/05/2020   13:1221/05/2020   13:12



Fatama pulled Mum’s hand.

“Is Mami Wata in that puddle?” she asked.

“Maybe, Fatama!” Mum laughed. “Did you know 

she’s a snake charmer?” 

Yikes! Fatama didn’t know that! She didn’t like snakes.
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Mum told Fatama not to worry. “Snakes are part of 

the water kingdom. Mami Wata protects them as 

much as she protects children who swim in the sea.”
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Fatama felt a little better but was still worried. Was it a 

good idea to meet Mami Wata if she charmed snakes? 

Fatama didn’t want to see a snake at the seaside.
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At home, Musa had a glass of water in his hand.  

Could Mami Wata be in the glass? Fatama wondered.

“What do you think Mami Wata looks like?” she asked 

her brother.
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“Isn’t she half human and half fish?” Musa said while 

watching TV.

Fatama remembered seeing paintings of Mami Wata 

with a fish tail, and started to feel good again.
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Maybe she did know a lot about the water goddess!

Fatama walked to the kitchen and saw that Dad was 

about to eat soup and foofoo* for dinner.

* foofoo – a soft dough-like ball made from boiled yam, 
cocoyam, cassava or plantain. 

Foofoo is a popular food in West African countries.

RP_G_Turquoise_Fatama and Mami Wata’s Secret_final.indd   15RP_G_Turquoise_Fatama and Mami Wata’s Secret_final.indd   15 21/05/2020   13:1221/05/2020   13:12



16

He washed his fingers in a bowl of water. Fatama 

wondered if Mami Wata could be in the bowl of water.

“Dad, what do you know about Mami Wata?”  

Fatama asked.

RP_G_Turquoise_Fatama and Mami Wata’s Secret_final.indd   16RP_G_Turquoise_Fatama and Mami Wata’s Secret_final.indd   16 21/05/2020   13:1221/05/2020   13:12



17

“She has skin as white as chalk,” Dad said before 

slurping some soup.

“Like chalk!” Fatama said. She was surprised. She did 

not know this about Mami Wata! Dad laughed.
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On Sunday, Fatama’s family drove to Lumley Beach. 

Fatama had nervous feelings in her tummy. What if 

Mami Wata didn’t show up? 

The family spread out a large mat on the white sand.
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Musa ran to play beach football with the other 

children. Fatama ran to the sea and wished for 

Mami Wata to appear.

Time went by. Mami Wata 

was nowhere to be seen.
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Fatama made her wish, over and over again.

The sun started to set, and it was nearly time to  

go home. 

“Please, Mami Wata, at least show me your eyes!” 

she pleaded.
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There was a sudden movement in the water. Looking 

at her were Mami Wata’s beautiful green eyes! Fatama 

hopped up and down with joy!
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“Shh! This is our little secret,” Mami Wata said.

“Okay, I won’t tell!” Fatama waved goodbye to the 

water goddess and ran back to her family.
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On the drive back home, Fatama felt proud. 

Nobody would believe she had seen Mami Wata, 

but it didn’t matter. It was their secret and she 

would keep it safe forever.
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Talk about the story
Answer the questions:

1 What were the names of Fatama’s brother and sister?

2 Where was Fatama’s favourite place?

3 What did Fatama’s mum tell her about Mami Wata?

4 What other word could the author have used instead 
of ‘weaved’ on page 9?

5 Why did Fatama look for Mami Wata in the water 
she saw in the market and at home? 

6 How do you think Fatama felt at the beach before 
she saw Mami Wata?

7 Talk about any other stories about mermaids  
you know. 

8 Have you ever wished you could meet someone from 
a story? Who was it, and why?

24

Can you retell the story in your own words?
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