
BOOK OVERVIEW
Fatama lives in Sierra Leone, and she is 
fascinated by stories about the water goddess, 
Mami Wata. Fatama tries to find out as much 
as she can about Mami Wata, and hopes to 
see her when her family visits the beach. All 
day long there’s no sign of Mami Wata – until 
just before home-time, when Fatama shares a 
special secret with the water goddess herself!

FATAMA AND  

MAMI WATA’S SECRET

AFTER READING
Return to the text:

●● Share any words that caused difficulty with decoding, 
pronunciation or understanding. 

●● Challenge the children to compare the different versions 
of Mami Wata shown in the book. Which do they prefer, 
and why?

●● Encourage the children to reflect on their learning. Ask:
● How do Fatama’s feelings change in the story? (Prompt 

them to compare her feelings on pages 5, 10, 18 and 22.)
●● Use the comprehension questions at the end of the book 
to talk about key details and main ideas in the story.

●● Ask some of the following additional questions to check 
understanding of the story and explore the themes: 
Can you think of any other watery places Mami Wata 
might be found in?  
What clues can you find that the story is set in Africa? 
What do we learn about Mami Wata in the story? Did 
the ending of the story surprise you? Why? 

Follow-up activities:
1. Using the PCM provided, the children use information from 

the book to help them create a fact file about Mami Wata.
2. Encourage the children to use books or the internet 

to find out more about West African food. If possible, 
encourage them to have a go at cooking a simple West 
African recipe such as kanya, a sweet peanut snack.

3. Ask the children to act out or tell orally what might 
happen if Fatama and Mami Wata met again.

GUIDED GROUP READING

BEFORE READING
Book introduction:

●● Look together at the cover image, title and blurb of the 
book. Ask: What do you think a water goddess might be 
like? Do you think Fatama will meet Mami Wata in this story? 

●● Turn to pages 4 and 7 and ask the children to find two 
words with the suffix -tion (imagination, question). Can 
they think of any other words with this suffix?

●● Focus on the three-syllable words that appear in the 
story, such as favourite, beautiful. Practise breaking them 
down into easy, readable parts.

●● Share and practise reading or sounding out the tricky 
words in this book.

Strategy check:
Recap with the children how to use a range of 
comprehension strategies to help them understand the text.

●● Remind them to be ‘book detectives’ by using clues 
in the text (inference skills) and by finding evidence to 
support their ideas (deduction skills).

●● Ask them to think ahead to predict what might happen next. 
Ask them to pay attention to the punctuation to help them 
read with expression, especially when characters are 
speaking. Encourage the children to use phonics skills to 
decode any new words. If they struggle, remind them to use 
other reading strategies: recognising sounds and spelling 
patterns, reading root words before endings, breaking 
words into syllables, checking that a text makes sense, 
picture cues, etc.

DURING READING
Independent reading:

●● Encourage the children to read independently while you 
listen to each child in the group in turn. 

●● When reading aloud, the children could try to use 
different voices for different characters, pause for 
commas and full stops / vary the pace of their reading 
by following the punctuation, and raise their voices for 
exclamations. 

●● Pause occasionally to reread a sentence, check for 
understanding and discuss the illustrations. Ask:

  What do you think Fatama is making with the shells and 
ribbons on page 4?

  On page 7, why do you think Fatama looks so cross in 
the picture?

 On page 11, what animal does Mami Wata protect?
  On page 20, what other word could the author have 

used instead of ‘pleaded’?

Activity Contrastive stress: Does it change  
the meaning?

Description Choose a sentence or phrase from 
the story and shift the stress from 
one word to another to change the 
meaning, e.g. from page 8: She has 
beautiful long hair; She has beautiful 
long hair; She has beautiful long 
hair; She has beautiful long hair; 
She has beautiful long hair.

Child 
response

The children identify the slight change 
of meaning as the stress changes.

Speech rhythm activity

Turquoise



Name: Date:

Rising Stars Reading Planet Galaxy © Hodder and Stoughton Ltd 2020. You may photocopy this page.

Fatama and Mami Wata’s Secret

Fill in the fact file with information about Mami Wata. Use the book to 
help you.

Mami Wata
Mami Wata is a famous .

She has .

She wears .

Some people think she can 




