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Reading Planet Notes

In this book
Your child may need help with  
these words:

tremble
clitter-clatter
crick-cracking
tittle-tattle
horrible
bungee
nervous
disgrace
enormous
terrifies 

Say them out loud and talk about the 
meanings together before you start reading.

Before reading
Look at the front and back cover together. 
Ask your child: What other words can you 
think of to describe how spiders move?  
Do you like spooky poems, stories or films? 
How do they make you feel?

While reading
 After reading the poem ‘Skeleton 
School’ with your child, ask them 
to point to each body part that is 
mentioned on their own body.  
How many parts were there?

 Read the title of the poem on page 12 
with your child. Ask: How do monsters 
usually act? Are they scary? Why might 
this one be different to other monsters?

 Once your child is more familiar with 
the rhyming patterns of the poems, 
cover up the last word on some lines 
and ask them to predict which word 
would fit there.

Reading tip
Allow your child to choose from a wide  

range of different reading materials.  
Offer them the chance to choose from  

printed or digital media when you can.  
This is particularly helpful for children  

who are less keen on reading and  
may find other types of reading  

materials more appealing. 

After reading, encourage your child to  
talk about the poems. You’ll find ideas  
for questions and activities at the back  
of this book.
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Talk about the book
Answer the questions:

1 What is click-clacking at the skeleton school?

2 What is the nervous monster scared of? 

3 How did the bedside lamp get broken? (‘Last One’)

4 Can you think of another word that means the 

same as ‘doze’? (‘Where the Spiders Creep’)

5 Why do you think the child in the poem ‘Power Cut’ 

called for their mum when the lights went out? 

6 Which room does the spider creep in? How can  

you tell? (‘Where the Spiders Creep’)

7 Retell the poem ‘Last One’ in your own words and 

come up with a new ending. Who is the last one  

in bed now?

8 If you had to write a poem about what scares you, 

what would it be called?



AFTER READING
 Try these activities with your child:

 Draw your own ‘Not an Ordinary Sort of 
Monster’. Write down words to describe how 
it looks, sounds and feels next to your picture.

 Retell the poem ‘Power Cut’ as a story and 
use different voices for the characters. Can 
you make your own sound effects to make 
your story really spooky?

 Write your own spooky poem using the 
words on pages 22–23 of the book. Can  
you make your poem rhyme?
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Find out more 
Make a fact file about spiders. 
Find out more about spiders 
using books or the Internet to 
help you. Why do they spin 

webs? Where does the world’s 
biggest spider come from?  

See if you can discover  
five amazing spider facts.
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Where the Spiders Creep 
and Other Spooky Poems

Creeping spiders, hairy hands, 
rumbling thunder and  

click-clacking skeletons rattling ...  
Are you brave enough to read  

these spooky poems? 
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