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A guide to the Reading Planet book bands
This chart shows the main learning objectives for each Reading Planet book band. You can use it to 
help find the appropriate band for individuals and groups of children.

Reading 
Planet 
band

Best-fit 
year 

group

Equivalent 
book band

Key text features What we want children to learn 
(Understanding and 
interpreting texts)

Stars 2–3 Lime ★	 Language is mostly straightforward 
and familiar

★	 Some more literary/figurative 
language

★	 Some variety in sentence structure 
and length

Fiction: 
★	 Plots are mostly simple and linear
★	 Characterisation conveyed through 

actions and words, requiring 
inference by reader

Non-fiction: 
★	 Texts clearly structured, whether 

thematic or chronological

Fiction: 
★	 Developing understanding of how 

plots work 
★	 Widening vocabulary and 

discussing meanings
★	 Identifying simple literary 

language
★	 Building prediction and inference 

skills
★	 Linking to other books and own 

experiences

Non-fiction: 
★	 Understanding how information is 

linked together to build a bigger 
picture

★	 Drawing on own previous 
knowledge to understand texts

Mercury 3 Brown A ★	 Wider range of sentence structures 
and lengths 

★	 Slightly more expressive and 
technical vocabulary

★	 Increased scope for inference at 
sentence and paragraph level

Fiction: 
★	 Some less familiar plots, e.g. story 

within a story 
★	 Inference often required to 

understand characters and their 
motivation 

★	 Stories may include more than one 
genre (e.g. text messages within a 
story)

Non-fiction: 
★	 Wider range of non-fiction text 

features used, e.g. diagrams, charts, 
maps

Fiction: 
★	 Beginning to identify 

straightforward themes (e.g. 
friendship) 

★	 Further widening of vocabulary, 
including some words that may 
require dictionary skills

★	 Making more detailed predictions 
and inferences, and sometimes 
able to explain reasons using 
evidence from the text

Non-fiction: 
★	 Interpreting a wider range of 

text features, including headings, 
captions

★	 Recording and summarising 
information from a text
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Venus 3 Brown B ★	 Variety of sentence structures and 
lengths, including some very short 
or long sentences for effect

★	 May include occasional dialect 
words or old-fashioned storytelling 
voice in fiction, formal voice in non-
fiction

Fiction: 
★	 Plots may include flashbacks
★	 Stories sometimes play with readers’ 

expectations
★	 Information may need to be recalled 

in order to understand later events 

Non-fiction: 
★	 Texts still clearly/logically organised
★	 May need to connect information 

from different parts to fully 
comprehend 

Fiction: 
★	 Beginning to identify more 

complex themes (e.g. being an 
outsider)

★	 Further widening of vocabulary; 
discussing unusual words and 
looking up meanings in a 
dictionary 

★	 Beginning to talk about story 
structure and author’s use of 
language 

★	 Discussing views and giving 
reasons for them when prompted

Non-fiction: 
★	 Beginning to piece together 

information from different parts of 
the text more independently

★	 Talking about the text, asking 
questions and checking 
understanding

Earth 4 Grey A ★	 Greater range of styles, tones and 
authorial voices

★	 More unfamiliar, topic-related and/
or sophisticated vocabulary, defined 
in glossary or explained within the 
text

Fiction: 
★	 May assume more life/reading 

experience, and may sometimes 
subvert expectations (e.g. using 
antiheroes, an unreliable narrator, 
etc.) 

Non-fiction: 
★	 Points may take longer to make, 

and topics may spread across longer 
sections/chapters

★	 A wider range of features used, e.g. 
more complex charts/diagrams 

Fiction: 
★	 Identifying more sophisticated 

themes (e.g. fairness) and 
conventions (e.g. different plot 
structures) 

★	 Further widening of vocabulary
★	 Discussing ideas and giving 

reasons for views when prompted
★	 Continuing to make more detailed 

predictions and inferences, 
referring to the text to justify 
these 

Non-fiction: 
★	 Retrieving and recording 

information from more than one 
part of a text

★	 Talking about the text with more 
sophistication



Reading 
Planet 
band

Best-fit 
year 

group

Equivalent 
book band

Key text features What we want children to learn 
(Understanding and 
interpreting texts)

Mars 4 Grey B ★	 Texts often include some 
sophisticated and unfamiliar 
vocabulary (supported by glossary 
or explained in context)

★	 Continuing to use a wide range of 
styles and sentence structures for 
variety and effect

Fiction: 
★	 May assume familiarity with a wider 

range of genres 
★	 Readers’ expectations sometimes 

set up in order to be subverted
★	 Plots may not always be 

chronological (e.g. flashbacks/flash-
forwards)

★	 Perspective may shift between 
characters, but is clearly indicated

Non-fiction: 
★	 May mix features from different 

types of non-fiction, as appropriate
★	 Some more extended arguments 

and descriptions included

Fiction: 
★	 Identifying a more sophisticated 

range of themes (e.g. the triumph 
of good over evil) and literary 
conventions (e.g. use of magic in 
fantasy)

★	 Further widening of vocabulary 
★	 Talking more confidently about 

how stories are structured and 
how this affects the reader

★	 Making more sophisticated 
predictions and inferences, and 
relating these to experience of life/
reading as well as to the text

★	 Referring back to the text to 
justify opinions

Non-fiction: 
★	 Using a wider range of text 

features to make meaning
★	 Talking about the text with 

increasing sophistication
★	 Able to identify main ideas across 

several paragraphs of text, often 
independently

Jupiter 5 Blue A ★	 Widening variety of language 
effects used (e.g. poetic, 
metaphorical, figurative, colloquial) 

★	 Paragraphs vary in length and 
structure to achieve an effect such 
as suspense, or to help build an 
argument

Fiction: 
★	 Characterisation built in different 

ways, e.g. dropping in character 
information gradually, revealing 
character through contrasts 
between their words and actions, 
etc. 

★	 Stories may be told from more than 
one perspective 

★	 Chapters may vary in length for 
effect (e.g. suspense)

Non-fiction: 
★	 Continuing to include a wide range 

of genre-appropriate features
★	 May include opportunities to 

identify the author’s viewpoint 
and distinguish between fact and 
opinion

★	 More unusual or interesting angles 
on a familiar theme often presented

Fiction: 
★	 Beginning to make stronger 

connections within and across 
stories by identifying common 
genre features, similarities in style, 
etc.

★	 Continuing to look up unusual 
words and explain meanings in 
context

★	 Beginning to understand how 
writers achieve effects 

★	 Continuing to make more detailed 
predictions and inferences, 
drawing on ideas not directly 
stated in the text

Non-fiction: 
★	 Noting and summarising main 

ideas from a section of text
★	 Making connections between 

different features/parts of a text
★	 Talking about the text with 

growing sophistication, asking 
questions and exchanging ideas
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Saturn 5–6 Blue B/Red ★	 Varied approaches to language 
– from naturalistic to poetic or 
technical/scientific

★	 Paragraphs and sentences continue 
to vary in length and structure to 
achieve specific effects, such as 
shock or pathos

★	 Ideas may be argued over a 
sequence of paragraphs in non-
fiction

Fiction: 
★	 Expectations may be set up and 

subverted (e.g. to create humour or 
suspense)

★	 Plots may be less linear or may not 
follow conventional story mountain,  
cycle or quest structures

Non-fiction: 
★	 Books continue to be diverse in 

tone, style and content 
★	 More detail may be given than 

in previous bands, and more 
challenging topics and concepts 
introduced

★	 Some opportunities to consider 
authorial viewpoint/intended 
message and distinguish fact from 
fiction

Fiction: 
★	 Making connections within and 

between stories, e.g. spotting 
clues to later events in a story

★	 Further widening of vocabulary; 
usually able to explain meanings 
in context

★	 Explaining how and why 
vocabulary choices are effective

★	 Making increasingly sophisticated 
points about story language and 
structure (e.g. why the author 
chose particular language effects 
or revealed information in a 
particular order, and how this 
affects the reader)

Non-fiction: 
★	 Noting and summarising ideas 

from across a wider section of text
★	 Making connections between text 

features and parts of a text
★	 Talking about the text fluently and 

confidently, relating views back to 
the text

Supernova 6 Red+ ★	 Sentence and paragraph structures 
continue to vary widely

★	 Language is often sophisticated but 
is still natural and appropriate to the 
context

Fiction: 
★	 Lots of variety in mood, structure, 

tone and vocabulary, including 
some books in a more traditional/
classic style

Non-fiction: 
★	 Diversity in tone, topic and 

context, with increasing detail and 
complexity, and more challenging 
concepts

★	 Information conveyed in many 
different ways, e.g. in different 
styles of narrative, types of diagram, 
tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
infographics, etc.

Fiction: 
★	 Making confident connections 

within and across stories, e.g. 
identifying how characters change 
and develop, etc. 

★	 Explaining how and why the 
author’s choice of language is 
effective

★	 Often able to suggest alternative 
words and explain any differences 
in meaning between word choices 

★	 Continuing to make more detailed 
predictions and inferences, closely 
related to evidence from the text

Non-fiction: 
★	 Noting and summarising main 

ideas and supporting details across 
a whole text

★	 Giving reasoned opinions, asking 
questions and exchanging ideas, 
referring back to the text as 
evidence
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