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Welcome to Reading Planet for Key Stage 2
What is Reading Planet?
Rising Stars Reading Planet is an extensive and exciting reading programme for children from 
Reception (ages 4–5) through to the end of Key Stage 2 (ages 10–11). It provides carefully graded 
reading books that will help children to develop the reading skills they need for success in school as 
well as a lifelong love of reading.
An experienced team of literacy experts – children’s authors, educational researchers, consultants 
and editors – have created these books so that you can enjoy using them to enrich children’s 
language and comprehension skills and encourage them to become fluent and effective readers.

Reading Planet is structured to ensure progression from book band to book band, enabling children 
to meet or exceed age-related expectations for reading. (See pages 16–19 for an explanation of our 
book bands.) The books for learners in Key Stage 2 (ages 7–11) consist of a wide variety of fiction 
and non-fiction to engage even the most reluctant readers.

The fiction books comprise a range of genres, from science fiction and humorous chapter books to 
retellings of literary classics and traditional tales. (See page 6 for more information.)

The non-fiction books feature a wide variety of text types, from how-to guides and biographies of 
significant individuals to information books on topics such as travel, computing, technology, the 
environment and art. (See page 8 for more information.)

All the books are included in our dedicated online 
library platform (Reading Planet Online Library) 
along with interactive, self-marking quizzes, 
automated reporting, and teaching notes for 
each individual book. KS2 

Online 
publishes 
January 

2020
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Every book in the Reading Planet range comes with a quiz page at the back, so you can 
check children’s understanding of the text and develop reading skills, such as inference, 
explaining word meanings, comparing and contrasting within a text, sequencing, etc.
Opposite this quiz, inside the back cover, there is a note from the author and some 
suggestions for follow-up activities to deepen children’s engagement with the text.

The final question(s) allows 
children to relate the story or 
non-fiction text to their own 
personal experience, deepening 
their engagement.

The questions have been carefully designed 
to develop children’s comprehension skills, 
from simple retrieval and explanation of 
word meanings to higher-order skills, such as 
inference and explaining the effect achieved 
through the author’s use of language.

The author note provides a message to the 
reader, explaining their personal motivation 
for writing the book. 

Follow-up activities give children the opportunity to 
demonstrate their understanding through a range of mini 
projects, including art and design, research, imaginative 
or informative writing, debate, drama, etc.

The Teacher’s Guides for Reading Planet have been created in line 
with current best teaching practice and are packed with useful 
guidance, lesson plans, activity ideas and printable worksheets to 
get the best out of each and every book. The guides have 
been designed so they can be used flexibly with small 
group guided reading or whole-class sessions and are 
available to purchase as downloadable PDFs from 
www.risingstars-uk.com/RPKS2Teaching
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An introduction to the fiction books
The Reading Planet fiction books consist of a range of high-quality stories by established and 
up-and-coming children’s authors. As well as retellings of traditional tales and literary classics, 
the books include modern, specially written fiction across genres such as science fiction, fantasy, 
adventure, mystery and humour – all created to capture the magic of ‘real’ children’s books and 
engage even the most reluctant of readers. 
All the books have been written to develop children’s vocabulary, language and reading skills, 
as well as to inspire children to read more for pleasure, and can be used in a range of scenarios, 
including independent, one-to-one, reciprocal, guided and whole-class reading sessions.

The fiction books consist of the following formats. 

Paperback mini series 
Each mini-series consists of four books across four book bands (either Stars–Earth, or Mars–
Supernova)
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Paperback mixed fiction
These books feature a range of stand-alone books with issues-based stories. 

Classics
These feature beautifully illustrated retellings of classic literature from our literary heritage.

Traditional tales
Each book consists of a single traditional tale, or a collection of different tales from a range of 
cultures, including the UK, Europe, India and China.
Some of the non-fiction titles can be linked to the fiction titles to deepen background knowledge – 
see the chart on page 9 for some examples.
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An introduction to the non-fiction books
The Reading Planet non-fiction books consist of a range of text types written by specialist children’s 
authors. They include fascinating biographies, how-to guides and information books connected to 
key curriculum topics and to children’s interests. The books are usually highly illustrated and present 
the information in visually interesting and accessible ways, including infographics, feature boxes, 
facsimile newspaper articles, captions, etc. 
As with the fiction books, the non-fiction texts have been written to develop vocabulary, language 
and reading skills, as well as to inspire children to read more for pleasure and to expand their 
knowledge. They can also be used in a range of scenarios, including independent, one-to-one, 
reciprocal, guided and whole-class reading sessions.

Here are some examples of the non-fiction titles within Reading Planet for Key Stage 2.

Paperback Game Changers biographies
These are inspirational biographies of people who changed history or were hugely influential in 
their field.

Guide books
There is a range of different information and instruction books on topics as diverse as how to spot 
mythical creatures, what it was like living in the Stone Age, what everyday life was like in Roman 
times, and how to think like a computer.
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Curriculum-related information books
A wide range of factual, topic-based books to enhance knowledge across a wide range of 
curriculum areas, including history, geography, science, computing, art, PSHE, physical education, 
etc.

Fun (but educational) books 
Magazine-style books that children will want to pick up ‘just for fun’, but that contain fascinating 
educational content – real pirates from history, the world’s largest and scariest creatures, and how 
pets communicate with us.

The non-fiction books can be used to provide important background information when studying 
certain fiction titles. Here are some examples of Reading Planet titles that can be used in this way.

Book band Fiction title(s) Non-fiction title Topic

Stars Four Corners: Tales from 
the British Isles

Hairies, Fairies and Scaries Magical creatures from myths and 
traditional tales	

Mercury Rocco and the Big Bear 
Trick

My Neolithic Diary Life in the late Stone Age 
(Neolithic period) 

Venus Tales of Snow and Ice: 
Stories from the North

Biome Explorer The biomes of the world, 
including tundra, mountain and 
taiga

Earth Just One Grain of Rice and 
other Indian Folktales

Incredible India The geography, wildlife and 
culture of India

Mars The Smiling Stones Ancient Egypt The history and culture of Ancient 
Egypt

Jupiter The Time Machine Artificial Intelligence The invention of intelligent 
machines	

Saturn The Apollo Time Capsule How to Land on the Moon The Apollo missions to the Moon

Supernova Votes for Women Suffragettes The history of women’s suffrage 



10

The structured progression built into the 
Reading Planet programme makes it highly 
appropriate for independent reading, and 
for one-to-one reading with a teacher, 
teaching assistant or adult helper. The gradual 
progression in challenge and complexity helps 
ensure that children can read, understand and 
enjoy the books with minimal adult support.
If you’re not sure which band of the programme 
is most appropriate for a particular child to use 
in independent reading, the chart on pages 
16–19 shows the suggested best fit for each 
band in relation to the child’s age/year group. 
Children who are reading in line with average 
expectations for their age/year group could start 
with the lower of the relevant bands for that 
year. Children who are not yet reading in line 
with age/year-group expectations could start 
with a band from the previous year group, and 
children who are exceeding expectations could 
try a band from the year above. 

Once you’ve identified an appropriate band, the 
child can read freely from within this band and 
can move on to the next one when you judge 
that this is appropriate. You can use the reading 
assessment at the end of this guide to help you 
decide when a child is ready to move to the next 
book band. 

Top tips for effective 
independent reading
★	  Set aside regular times in the school day 

for independent reading, and don’t let 
other activities eat into this time!

★	 Allow children to choose books that 
appeal to them, from an appropriate band 
or range of bands.

★	 Provide a comfortable and quiet place to 
read, with minimal distractions.

★	 Encourage children to use the quiz 
questions and activities at the back of 
each Reading Planet book. This will 
help them develop their comprehension 
skills and deepen their enjoyment and 
understanding of what they have read.

Top tips for effective one-to-one 
reading
★	  Use regular one-to-one sessions to check 

children’s ability to read out loud. This 
will help you to spot if the child has any 
persistent problems with decoding words, 
as well as enabling you to see if they can 
read aloud with fluency and expression. 

★	  Teaching assistants and reading helpers 
can feed back on children’s fluency and 
decoding skills, and then you can devise 
appropriate ways of helping children to fill 
any skills gaps.

★	 With one-to-one reading, adults can take 
turns with the child to read a text. This 
can add to the enjoyment of the session, 
as well as giving a chance to model 
effective reading and fluency.

★	 Share ideas about what you are reading 
with the child, and encourage them to 
share their own thoughts, questions and 
links to their own experiences.

How to use Reading Planet in your classroom
Independent and one-to-one reading
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Reciprocal reading
Reciprocal reading is a very popular approach to 
teaching reading comprehension. 
It involves teaching children how to use specific 
comprehension strategies, and it can be used in 
group or whole-class situations, with children of 
any ability level. 
One of the key benefits of reciprocal reading 
is that it puts children in touch with their own 
thought processes as readers – it gets them 
used to thinking about what they read and 
articulating their thoughts. At first, the teacher 
will model the comprehension strategies by 
‘thinking out loud’ – showing the children how 
to make connections, make predictions, visualise 
what is happening, clarify any confusion, ask 
questions about the text and summarise the 
main points. Then, as children become more 
confident, they will take the lead themselves, 

often taking on a specific comprehension 
strategy and being ‘in charge’ of this for the 
group.

Because the Reading Planet books have been 
written with the aims and objectives of the 
reading curriculum in mind, they provide lots 
of opportunities to demonstrate and put into 
practice the key comprehension strategies used 
in reciprocal reading.

Top tips for effective reciprocal 
reading
Here are some ideas for using reciprocal 
reading strategies with any Reading Planet 
book. 
★	 Making connections: Draw out links 

between information and ideas in the 
text and things the child already knows. 
Encourage children to think about how a 
fiction or non-fiction text relates to their 
own life or experiences, or to information 
from books, films, TV shows etc.

★	 Predicting: Ask children to use clues from 
book covers, blurbs and from the first few 
pages of the book to build up an idea 
about what might happen or what kind 
of information the book may contain. 
Encourage them to pause at key plot 
moments in fiction, or at the start of a new 
section in non-fiction, to make a prediction 
about what will come next.

★	 Visualising: When reading both fiction 
and non-fiction, readers build up pictures 
in their minds based on information in 
the text. Encourage children to picture a 
scene from a novel in detail, or to imagine 
watching a process or event from a non-
fiction text. Can they describe what they 

see? Encourage them to think about other 
senses too – what would they hear, feel, 
touch or smell?

★	 Clarifying: This is a useful strategy when 
confronted with unfamiliar words or ideas. 
Encourage children to use clues from the 
text and pictures to help them work out 
what the word or idea might mean. When 
reading in a group, it can be helpful to 
discuss and share ideas and suggestions 
too.

★	 Questioning: This strategy helps children 
to deepen their understanding of a text. 
Encourage them to keep questioning the 
text as they read, and to think of open 
questions about it, focusing on anything 
that might be puzzling, interesting or 
unusual. They don’t always need to find 
a specific answer to their questions – 
sometimes a question is just something to 
think about as they read on and come back 
to later.

★	 Summarising: This is a useful skill to help 
children work out the key messages of a 
piece of text. Encourage children to identify 
the most important information on a page, 
or the main events in a chapter, and sum 
these up in their own words.
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Group guided reading
Guided reading provides a very effective way 
of teaching reading skills. Because it involves 
working with a group of children at a similar 
level of reading ability, it’s an efficient way of 
using teaching time to give tailored support to a 
number of children at once. Children also benefit 
from reading together and discussing books as a 
group, which is often more enjoyable, as well as 
more enlightening, than reading by themselves.
One of the challenges for guided reading with 
Key Stage 2 children is finding books that really 
work for guided reading sessions. Books need 
to be at just the right level of reading challenge 
for the group (both in terms of language and 
conceptual complexity). They also need to be 
a manageable length. It can be frustrating to 
try to make a long, classic children’s novel fit 
into guided reading without having to devote 
a whole term or more to a single book. This is 
where Reading Planet comes in! 

The right level for every group
Because the Reading Planet books are written 
with a clear and progressive skills framework in 
mind (see the book bands chart on pages 16–
19), it’s straightforward to find appropriate texts 
for every group to use in guided reading. 
The chart gives some simple pointers to help 
you identify an appropriate band for each of 
your groups, based on an overview of text and 
reading features at each band. Groups whose 
reading skills are developing in line with year-
group expectations could start on the lower 
band identified for the relevant age/year group, 
and those whose skills are either more or less 
developed could start on a band above or below 
this. You can move children between groups, 
and move whole groups up or down the bands, 
depending on your perception of their needs 
after a few guided reading sessions.

The right features for guided 
reading
Reading Planet offers a wealth of 
high-quality books by top children’s writers – 
from inspirational fiction authors, such as 
Abie Longstaff, Ross Montgomery and 

Gareth P. Jones, to non-fiction authors who are 
experts in their fields. The books themselves 
have the complexity and richness you need to 
encourage children to think about and discuss 
them in detail. They are also shorter than whole 
texts (‘real books’) that children are encouraged 
to study at this level, which means that they 
fit neatly into a reasonable number of guided 
reading sessions.
The Teacher’s Guides that accompany the 
programme contain detailed notes on each 
book, which is ideal for structured reading 
sessions. They are full of ideas for encouraging 
discussion and comprehension, as well as 
vocabulary and grammar development. They also 
contain useful ideas for children’s own writing, 
drawing on stylistic features and concepts from 
the books. With clear and practical learning 
objectives and assessment ideas, these book-by-
book notes are perfect for structuring guided or 
whole-class reading sessions.

In addition to the main teaching notes, at the 
back of each reading book there is a page 
of questions aimed at deepening children’s 
response to the book. These have been written 
to harness key comprehension skills such as 
retrieval, inference, sequencing, comparing 
and contrasting information within a text, and 
explaining the effects created by a writer. 

On the inside back cover of each book there is 
a note from the author and some suggested 
mini-projects and activities linked to the theme 
of the book, which can be used to encourage 
discussion and get children to apply the 
information and ideas they have encountered. 

These comprehension questions and activities 
can be used during or after guided reading 
sessions to help develop children’s understanding 
and engagement.

Assessing children’s progress
You can use the reading assessment sheets on 
pages 31–32 to record children’s reading skills 
in guided reading or other teacher-led reading 
sessions. This will help you to monitor each 
child’s progress and decide when or whether to 
move them between guided reading groups. It 
will also help you plan your teaching to fill in any 
gaps that are revealed. 
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These reading assessment sheets focus on both 
word reading (decoding) and comprehension. 
You can use them to conduct a more formal 

running record of children’s reading too – 
instructions for this are on page 28.

Top tips for effective guided 
reading
★	 Setting up the groups: Aim to have 

groups of no more than six children, all at 
a similar level of reading development. The 
children don’t have to be at exactly the 
same stage in all aspects of reading, but 
they do need to be broadly similar in what 
they can and can’t do. In this way, you can 
target the teaching to focus on the needs 
of the whole group at once.

★	 Keep things flexible: Don’t be afraid 
to move children between groups, or 
to move a whole group to a higher or 
lower band if that’s what they need. 
Keep records of what children find easy 
or more challenging, either using reading 
assessment sheets like those on page 
31, or using your own, more informal 
observations. Focus on any skills gaps in 
future reading sessions, and then observe 
again to check progress.

★	 Use open questions and think aloud: 
Encourage children to talk by using open-
ended questions like: Tell me what you 
thought about X; What questions would 
you ask Y if they were your friend?; What 
interested you most about what we’ve just 
read? Model how to ask questions about 
texts by ‘thinking aloud’, for instance: ‘I 
wonder why the author has given us that 
piece of information – perhaps it will turn 
out to be important later?’ or ‘I’m not sure 
I completely understand this yet – I’ll just 
read ahead to see if the author explains, or 
if the photos and captions can help me.’

★	 Involve the children: Ask them to 
help choose books, and to pose and 
answer their own questions as they read. 
Encourage them to discuss and speculate 
about what they are reading, and explain 
what they think and why.
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Whole-class reading and 
mastery
Whole-class reading is an increasingly popular 
teaching method that fits with the mastery 
approach by ensuring that the whole class learns 
together, and no one is left behind. There are 
many different ways to implement whole-class 
reading, and Reading Planet offers the range of 
texts and flexibility you need to make it effective 
in your school. The approach outlined below 
is based in part on strategies outlined in Doug 
Lemov’s Reading Reconsidered and the Herts for 
Learning KS2 Reading Fluency Project.

How whole-class sessions work
Before the session, children are often 
encouraged to read the first section of the text 
themselves, either individually or in pairs or 
groups. This helps them familiarise themselves 
with the text, and they can start to think about 
making connections with what they already 
know.
During the session, the selected section of the 
text is read aloud. The teacher usually starts the 
reading, but children are given opportunities 
to read aloud too – either by taking turns to 
be the main reader, or by joining in in other 
ways. Some of the alternative ways of involving 
children in the reading include the following.

★	 Choral reading, where everyone reads 
together at the same pace.

★	 Echo, where children read after the teacher 
or main reader.

★	 Cloze reading, where the teacher or main 
reader leaves a gap for children to read the 
‘missing’ words. 

If children are using printed copies of the text, 
they can follow with their finger or a ruler to 
keep them on task. 

During the reading, the teacher models thinking 
aloud, demonstrating how to ask questions 
about the text and monitor comprehension 
while reading. (See ‘Reciprocal reading’ on page 
11 for some suggestions about how to do this.)

The importance of vocabulary
Vocabulary is a vital part of each whole-class 
reading session. Extending and deepening 
children’s knowledge of words is a key factor 
in their success as readers. Sometimes it might 
be appropriate to pre-teach challenging or less 
usual words and their meanings; at other times, 

Key principles of whole-class 
reading
★	 All children are involved in reading 

sessions, and all read the same text. 
Children whose decoding skills are not 
yet fully established receive extra phonics 
support in addition to whole-class reading 
– they’re not removed into a separate 
group.

★	 Text selection is key. The shared book or 
extract(s) must be suitably challenging and 
give opportunities to enhance children’s 
comprehension and language skills. This 
is more important than a link to topic or 
cross-curricular work (though these links 
are useful too, where possible). 

★	 The length of the texts selected is an 
important consideration. Where a whole 
book is used, it is important that children 
get the chance to finish it, even if it is too 
long to read in its entirety in the whole-
class sessions. This is one way in which 
Reading Planet is particularly appropriate, 
because the books are of high quality and 
density in terms of language and content, 
whilst also being shorter than many ‘real’ 
children’s novels. 

★	 It is helpful to link fiction to non-fiction 
texts so that children’s background 
knowledge is deepened. Reading Planet 
can help here too, since at every band 
there is at least one pair of thematically 
linked fiction and non-fiction books. (See 
the chart on page 9.)

★	 All children need to see a copy of the text 
during reading sessions, with a minimum 
of one copy between two. Since the 
Reading Planet books are also available as 
eBooks, it is easy to project them on the 
whiteboard, which means that the whole 
class will be able to see and share the text 
during front-of-class teaching.
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the teacher might model strategies for working 
out the meaning of words by using contextual, 
semantic and/or syntactic clues, or providing an 
opportunity to work on dictionary skills. 
Because vocabulary is so important, it’s good 
to choose texts with an appropriate proportion 
of interesting and challenging vocabulary. The 
Reading Planet books are very useful in this 
respect as the vocabulary is carefully monitored 
to ensure the level of complexity is appropriate. 

Group work and differentiation
After the main reading session, there is an 
opportunity to work on the text in small 
groups. Activities might include close reading, 
summarising, retelling, text annotation, SATs-
style questioning, etc.
Less able readers are also supported through 
group work. Some strategies for doing this 
include the following.

★	 Group discussion of comprehension 
questions, leading to writing a group 
answer.

★	 Further shared reading (aloud) and more 
general discussion, possibly focusing on 
word meanings and ensuring a general 
understanding of the text before children 
attempt comprehension questions.

★	 Work on modified activities and/or with 
modified versions of the text but with the 
same objective as the rest of the class.

Less able students can also be supported 
by giving them a glossary or vocabulary list 
with word meanings, or providing scaffolded 
structures, e.g, I know that X feels … because in 
the text it says ...

How Reading Planet supports 
whole-class reading
★	 The books have the high quality, richness 

and complexity necessary to sustain detailed 
study and discussion.

★	 They are short enough to fit into a 
reasonable number of reading sessions, 
helping to ensure variety in children’s 
reading diet.

★	 They are available as whiteboard-friendly 
eBooks within the Reading Planet Online 
Library.

★	 Each book includes a varied selection 
of thought-provoking comprehension 
questions and activities to stimulate 
classroom discussion and provide follow-up 
ideas.

★	 The teaching notes for each book in the 
Teacher’s Guides give detailed ideas for 
structuring rich reading sessions with clearly 
specified learning outcomes.
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A guide to the Reading Planet book bands
This chart shows the main learning objectives for each Reading Planet book band. You can use it to 
help find the appropriate band for individuals and groups of children.

Reading 
Planet 
band

Best-fit 
year 

group

Equivalent 
book band

Key text features What we want children to learn 
(Understanding and 
interpreting texts)

Stars 2–3 Lime ★	 Language is mostly straightforward 
and familiar

★	 Some more literary/figurative 
language

★	 Some variety in sentence structure 
and length

Fiction: 
★	 Plots are mostly simple and linear
★	 Characterisation conveyed through 

actions and words, requiring 
inference by reader

Non-fiction: 
★	 Texts clearly structured, whether 

thematic or chronological

Fiction: 
★	 Developing understanding of how 

plots work 
★	 Widening vocabulary and 

discussing meanings
★	 Identifying simple literary 

language
★	 Building prediction and inference 

skills
★	 Linking to other books and own 

experiences

Non-fiction: 
★	 Understanding how information is 

linked together to build a bigger 
picture

★	 Drawing on own previous 
knowledge to understand texts

Mercury 3 Brown A ★	 Wider range of sentence structures 
and lengths 

★	 Slightly more expressive and 
technical vocabulary

★	 Increased scope for inference at 
sentence and paragraph level

Fiction: 
★	 Some less familiar plots, e.g. story 

within a story 
★	 Inference often required to 

understand characters and their 
motivation 

★	 Stories may include more than one 
genre (e.g. text messages within a 
story)

Non-fiction: 
★	 Wider range of non-fiction text 

features used, e.g. diagrams, charts, 
maps

Fiction: 
★	 Beginning to identify 

straightforward themes (e.g. 
friendship) 

★	 Further widening of vocabulary, 
including some words that may 
require dictionary skills

★	 Making more detailed predictions 
and inferences, and sometimes 
able to explain reasons using 
evidence from the text

Non-fiction: 
★	 Interpreting a wider range of 

text features, including headings, 
captions

★	 Recording and summarising 
information from a text
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Venus 3 Brown B ★	 Variety of sentence structures and 
lengths, including some very short 
or long sentences for effect

★	 May include occasional dialect 
words or old-fashioned storytelling 
voice in fiction, formal voice in non-
fiction

Fiction: 
★	 Plots may include flashbacks
★	 Stories sometimes play with readers’ 

expectations
★	 Information may need to be recalled 

in order to understand later events 

Non-fiction: 
★	 Texts still clearly/logically organised
★	 May need to connect information 

from different parts to fully 
comprehend 

Fiction: 
★	 Beginning to identify more 

complex themes (e.g. being an 
outsider)

★	 Further widening of vocabulary; 
discussing unusual words and 
looking up meanings in a 
dictionary 

★	 Beginning to talk about story 
structure and author’s use of 
language 

★	 Discussing views and giving 
reasons for them when prompted

Non-fiction: 
★	 Beginning to piece together 

information from different parts of 
the text more independently

★	 Talking about the text, asking 
questions and checking 
understanding

Earth 4 Grey A ★	 Greater range of styles, tones and 
authorial voices

★	 More unfamiliar, topic-related and/
or sophisticated vocabulary, defined 
in glossary or explained within the 
text

Fiction: 
★	 May assume more life/reading 

experience, and may sometimes 
subvert expectations (e.g. using 
antiheroes, an unreliable narrator, 
etc.) 

Non-fiction: 
★	 Points may take longer to make, 

and topics may spread across longer 
sections/chapters

★	 A wider range of features used, e.g. 
more complex charts/diagrams 

Fiction: 
★	 Identifying more sophisticated 

themes (e.g. fairness) and 
conventions (e.g. different plot 
structures) 

★	 Further widening of vocabulary
★	 Discussing ideas and giving 

reasons for views when prompted
★	 Continuing to make more detailed 

predictions and inferences, 
referring to the text to justify 
these 

Non-fiction: 
★	 Retrieving and recording 

information from more than one 
part of a text

★	 Talking about the text with more 
sophistication



Reading 
Planet 
band

Best-fit 
year 

group

Equivalent 
book band

Key text features What we want children to learn 
(Understanding and 
interpreting texts)

Mars 4 Grey B ★	 Texts often include some 
sophisticated and unfamiliar 
vocabulary (supported by glossary 
or explained in context)

★	 Continuing to use a wide range of 
styles and sentence structures for 
variety and effect

Fiction: 
★	 May assume familiarity with a wider 

range of genres 
★	 Readers’ expectations sometimes 

set up in order to be subverted
★	 Plots may not always be 

chronological (e.g. flashbacks/flash-
forwards)

★	 Perspective may shift between 
characters, but is clearly indicated

Non-fiction: 
★	 May mix features from different 

types of non-fiction, as appropriate
★	 Some more extended arguments 

and descriptions included

Fiction: 
★	 Identifying a more sophisticated 

range of themes (e.g. the triumph 
of good over evil) and literary 
conventions (e.g. use of magic in 
fantasy)

★	 Further widening of vocabulary 
★	 Talking more confidently about 

how stories are structured and 
how this affects the reader

★	 Making more sophisticated 
predictions and inferences, and 
relating these to experience of life/
reading as well as to the text

★	 Referring back to the text to 
justify opinions

Non-fiction: 
★	 Using a wider range of text 

features to make meaning
★	 Talking about the text with 

increasing sophistication
★	 Able to identify main ideas across 

several paragraphs of text, often 
independently

Jupiter 5 Blue A ★	 Widening variety of language 
effects used (e.g. poetic, 
metaphorical, figurative, colloquial) 

★	 Paragraphs vary in length and 
structure to achieve an effect such 
as suspense, or to help build an 
argument

Fiction: 
★	 Characterisation built in different 

ways, e.g. dropping in character 
information gradually, revealing 
character through contrasts 
between their words and actions, 
etc. 

★	 Stories may be told from more than 
one perspective 

★	 Chapters may vary in length for 
effect (e.g. suspense)

Non-fiction: 
★	 Continuing to include a wide range 

of genre-appropriate features
★	 May include opportunities to 

identify the author’s viewpoint 
and distinguish between fact and 
opinion

★	 More unusual or interesting angles 
on a familiar theme often presented

Fiction: 
★	 Beginning to make stronger 

connections within and across 
stories by identifying common 
genre features, similarities in style, 
etc.

★	 Continuing to look up unusual 
words and explain meanings in 
context

★	 Beginning to understand how 
writers achieve effects 

★	 Continuing to make more detailed 
predictions and inferences, 
drawing on ideas not directly 
stated in the text

Non-fiction: 
★	 Noting and summarising main 

ideas from a section of text
★	 Making connections between 

different features/parts of a text
★	 Talking about the text with 

growing sophistication, asking 
questions and exchanging ideas
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Saturn 5–6 Blue B/Red ★	 Varied approaches to language 
– from naturalistic to poetic or 
technical/scientific

★	 Paragraphs and sentences continue 
to vary in length and structure to 
achieve specific effects, such as 
shock or pathos

★	 Ideas may be argued over a 
sequence of paragraphs in non-
fiction

Fiction: 
★	 Expectations may be set up and 

subverted (e.g. to create humour or 
suspense)

★	 Plots may be less linear or may not 
follow conventional story mountain,  
cycle or quest structures

Non-fiction: 
★	 Books continue to be diverse in 

tone, style and content 
★	 More detail may be given than 

in previous bands, and more 
challenging topics and concepts 
introduced

★	 Some opportunities to consider 
authorial viewpoint/intended 
message and distinguish fact from 
fiction

Fiction: 
★	 Making connections within and 

between stories, e.g. spotting 
clues to later events in a story

★	 Further widening of vocabulary; 
usually able to explain meanings 
in context

★	 Explaining how and why 
vocabulary choices are effective

★	 Making increasingly sophisticated 
points about story language and 
structure (e.g. why the author 
chose particular language effects 
or revealed information in a 
particular order, and how this 
affects the reader)

Non-fiction: 
★	 Noting and summarising ideas 

from across a wider section of text
★	 Making connections between text 

features and parts of a text
★	 Talking about the text fluently and 

confidently, relating views back to 
the text

Supernova 6 Red+ ★	 Sentence and paragraph structures 
continue to vary widely

★	 Language is often sophisticated but 
is still natural and appropriate to the 
context

Fiction: 
★	 Lots of variety in mood, structure, 

tone and vocabulary, including 
some books in a more traditional/
classic style

Non-fiction: 
★	 Diversity in tone, topic and 

context, with increasing detail and 
complexity, and more challenging 
concepts

★	 Information conveyed in many 
different ways, e.g. in different 
styles of narrative, types of diagram, 
tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
infographics, etc.

Fiction: 
★	 Making confident connections 

within and across stories, e.g. 
identifying how characters change 
and develop, etc. 

★	 Explaining how and why the 
author’s choice of language is 
effective

★	 Often able to suggest alternative 
words and explain any differences 
in meaning between word choices 

★	 Continuing to make more detailed 
predictions and inferences, closely 
related to evidence from the text

Non-fiction: 
★	 Noting and summarising main 

ideas and supporting details across 
a whole text

★	 Giving reasoned opinions, asking 
questions and exchanging ideas, 
referring back to the text as 
evidence
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There is very clear evidence that children who 
regularly read for pleasure perform better, not 
only in reading assessments but across the 
curriculum as a whole. As well as being an 
indicator of higher academic performance and 
improved language and literacy skills, research  
shows that reading for enjoyment also brings 
many other benefits – the box below highlights 
some of these.
Given the importance of nurturing a lifelong 
love of reading, it is vital that schools do 
what they can to foster reading for pleasure, 
particularly to reach those children who may not 

have access to books at home. (The evidence 
strongly indicates that reading enjoyment is 
more important for a child’s educational success 
than their family’s socio-economic status.)
Reading Planet has been created with reading 
for pleasure at its heart. The books have been 
specifically designed to combine opportunities 
to develop vital reading skills while engendering 
strong engagement with the content. The 
Reading Planet books therefore provide a 
stepping stone to opening up a whole world of 
fantastic literature for children. 

Reading for pleasure: Added 
benefits
★	 Builds empathy and understanding

★	 Develops imagination and creativity

★	 Enhances concentration and focus

★	 Increases knowledge of the world 

★	 Sparks new interests 

★	 Improves memory 

★	 Promotes relaxation and stress relief

★	 Even leads to better sleep!

Nurturing reading for pleasure

Top tips for promoting reading 
for pleasure
★	 Be a reading role model: Show children 

that you love reading by walking round 
school with a book and telling them how 
much you are enjoying it. Encourage other 
members of staff to do this too, and create 
a reading culture that will feed through to 
– and inspire – children.

★	 Read aloud to your class: Make regular 
time for reading a story to the children, 
such as at the end of the school day. 
Choose books that will inspire children and 
open their eyes to new genres, so that they 
become more adventurous in their own 
reading choices.

★	 Display books in interesting ways: Find 
creative ways to display the books in your 
classroom, in the school library, and any 
other spaces dedicated to reading in your 
school. You could put newly arrived books 
into a crate with ‘Caution’ tape around it, 
let the children’s curiosity build for a few 
days, then open the crate to everyone’s 
excitement!

★	 Allow children to lose themselves 
in a book: Build in time for children to 
read independently for pleasure. You 
could implement DEAR (Drop everything 
and read) and provide comfortable and 
enticing seating areas where children can 
relax while they read. Provide children 
with a wide variety of books and genres – 
personal choice is key! 

★	 Make the most of World Book Day: 
Plan your World Book Day events with 
the children to build excitement and 
engagement. Hold a special assembly 
about children’s favourite books and 
authors. There are lots of other ideas on 
the World Book Day website: 

	 www.worldbookday.com

★	 Set up a book club: Encourage children to 
take part in a weekly or monthly book club 
at lunchtime or after school. Give children 
the chance to vote on the book they 
would like to read at the club, and provide 
copies of the books. Hachette Children’s 
Books runs a school book-club scheme 
that provides books for free to qualifying 
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Reading for pleasure: The evidence
Visit the link below for a useful document summarising the results of research into the benefits 
of reading for pleasure: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/284286/reading_for_pleasure.pdf

schools – email 
	 Lara.Hing@hachettechildrens.co.uk for 

more information. 
★	 Shadow a children’s book award: 

Obtain copies of the books shortlisted for 
an award (such as the Carnegie, Costa 
or Waterstones) and get your children to 
read them and vote for their winner. Then 
compare their result with the actual winner, 
when announced. Alternatively, take part 
in the annual Children’s Book Award, 
voted for solely by children – for more 
information, visit: 

	 http://fcbg.org.uk/childrens-book-award/

★	 Invite an author: Having an author give 
a talk in assembly or a workshop in your 
classroom can be an exciting way to inspire 
and bring reading to life for children. 
The Book Trust website has advice for 
organising and getting the most out of an 

author visit: 
	 https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-

and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-in-
schools/how-to-arrange-an-author-visit/

★	 Host a reading breakfast with parents: 
Invite parents to come in and read to 
groups of children in the hall over coffee 
and pastries. Alternatively, get a visiting 
author, librarian or the teaching staff to 
read to everyone from their favourite 
children’s books. 

★	 Get involved in a ‘reading for pleasure’ 
project: There are many fun ways to 
motivate children to read more, including 
schemes such as Readathon and the 
Summer Reading Challenge https://
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/, and 
programmes such as Accelerated Reader 
from Renaissance Learning. 
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Although many parents are aware of how important it is to read with their child in Reception and 
Key Stage 1, many do not realise how important it is to continue that support throughout Key 
Stage 2. They may think that, as their child is able to read independently, they no longer need to 
listen to their child read, or read stories to their child. It is therefore very important for schools to 
encourage parents to support their child as they develop their reading skills.

 

 

Fostering parental engagement

Top tips to encourage parental 
engagement 
★	 Hold a reading workshop: Invite 

parents to a special Key Stage 2 reading 
information session before or after school. 
Create an attractive invitation and provide 
refreshments. Make the session interactive 
and consider filming it to share on the 
school website.

★	 Create a reading pack: Provide parents 
with a pack of information about the 
school’s approach to reading, including 
information about the importance of 
reading for pleasure as well as some of the 
tips listed in the box on page 23. 

★	 Provide a reading record: Use a reading 
record for parents to provide notes on their 
child’s reading progress. Give guidance 
to parents on the kind of comments they 
could provide. Be sure to respond to 
the parent if they have any questions or 
concerns.

★	 Recruit parent reading helpers: 
Encourage parents to volunteer to be 
reading helpers and come into school on a 

regular basis to hear children read. Parents 
taking part will become more aware of 
how to support children, including their 
own, with reading. 

★	 Create a support web page: Host a page 
on the school’s website with information 
for parents on how to support their child 
with reading. This could include a PDF of 
the reading pack above, as well as links to 
useful videos, etc.

★	 Message about reading-related events: 
Keep parents informed about any reading-
related happening at the school or within 
the community, such as book sales at 
school, local book fairs, author events in 
the local bookshop, etc. 

★	 Support EAL parents: Provide parents 
whose first language isn’t English with a 
translation in their language of some key 
tips on supporting their child with reading. 
Emphasise that the most important thing is 
that they model positive reading habits and 
support their child with reading, whether in 
their home language or English.
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What parents can do 
★	 Listen to your child read: Do this every 

day if you can, or at least several times 
a week. Be encouraging and positive 
about their progress. Note down your 
observations in your child’s reading record. 

★	 Read stories aloud to your child: 
Although your child may be able to 
read well independently, hearing you 
read will enhance their vocabulary and 
comprehension skills, plus it’s a wonderful 
way to relax and bond with your child.

★	 Be a reading role model: Show your child 
how much you enjoy reading and how 
useful you find it. You can model reading a 
wide range of media, including magazines, 
newspapers, online blogs, websites, novels, 
short stories, guidebooks, etc. 

★	 Visit your local library or bookshop: 
Show your child how to browse the shelves 
and displays and to discover new books, 
authors and genres.

★	 Allow your child to choose the book 
they wish to read: Personal choice is 
important in motivation to read. 

★	 Talk about books: Discussing stories and 
information books is a wonderful way to 
share ideas and enthusiasm for reading and 
to deepen understanding of the issues and 
themes within books. 

★	 Watch films based on books: You could 
even go to a musical or play based on 
a famous book and make comparisons 
between the book and its adaptation. 

★	 Give books as presents and rewards: 
Why not reward your child for an 
achievement by giving them a special book 
with a message from you written inside? 
Books or book tokens are also great as 
birthday and other presents. 

★	 Have a digital detox: Spend one or two 
evenings per week – and even a whole 
weekend – without electronic devices. 
Devote some of the time to reading, talking 
about books and choosing new books to 
read.
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Reading Planet for KS2 and the reading curriculum
Below is a chart showing how Reading Planet meets the requirements of the curriculum stipulated 
in the programme of study, ensuring that children develop their word-reading skills, deepen their 
comprehension, and develop positive attitudes towards reading.

Years 3 and 4

National Curriculum requirements How Reading Planet helps to meet these requirements

Word reading

Apply growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes

Reading Planet provides plentiful opportunities for children to encounter 
the root words, prefixes and suffixes specified in the curriculum and 
appropriate to the target year group/band within the natural flow of the 
texts. Examples of these are highlighted in the individual teaching notes 
for each book.

Read exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and 
sound

Reading Planet contains frequent examples of exception words, many 
with unusual sound-spelling correspondences, allowing children to 
encounter these words naturally in context. Again, examples are given in 
the individual book teaching notes. 

Reading comprehension

Listen to and discuss a wide range of 
fiction and non-fiction genres

Reading Planet features a growing range of fiction and non-fiction 
books that are suitable for reading aloud and that provide content and 
issues to promote lively discussion. The questions at the back of the 
books, and the individual teaching notes for each book, provide prompts 
and ideas for discussion.

Read books that are structured in different 
ways and for a range of purposes

The books in the Reading Planet series have been designed to provide a 
rich diversity of content, structured in a variety of ways – from 
diary-format fiction and texts with embedded poetry and playscripts to 
highly structured information books and non-fiction guides.

Use dictionaries to check the meaning of 
words 

The fiction books provide plentiful opportunities to enrich vocabulary 
and practise dictionary skills. The non-fiction books provide glossaries of 
key topic-related vocabulary, and children can be encouraged to use a 
dictionary to check meanings of other words.

Increase familiarity with a wide range of 
books, including fairy stories, myths and 
legends, and retell them orally

There is a range of traditional tales within Reading Planet, including fairy 
stories, myths and legends, that are highly suitable for oral retelling. 
In addition, Hairies, Fairies and Scaries, within the non-fiction range 
provides an ideal background to the mythical creatures that frequently 
appear in such stories.

Identify themes and conventions in a wide 
range of books

The books provide an excellent opportunity to introduce children to 
literary themes and conventions, supported by the questions at the end 
of each book and the individual teaching notes.
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Discuss words and phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest and imagination

The Reading Planet books have been written to build in increasingly 
challenging and unusual vocabulary as they progress through the book 
bands. The questions at the back of each book, in the online library 
platform and the teaching notes provide prompts for discussing words 
and phrases that are particularly powerful and interesting.

Check that the text makes sense, 
discussing understanding and explaining 
the meaning of words in context

The books are suitable for a wide range of scenarios, including 
reciprocal, guided and whole-class reading, giving children the 
opportunity to check their understanding of the text with others and 
explain the meaning of words and phrases using contextual clues.

Ask questions to improve understanding 
of a text

As above, Reading Planet can be used in a range of reading scenarios 
that will allow children to ask questions to deepen their understanding.

Draw inferences such as characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justify with evidence from the 
text

The books contain plentiful opportunities to draw inferences – not 
everything is spelled out, so children need to surmise thoughts, feelings, 
intentions, and so on, from the clues provided in the text. The questions 
at the back of each book, in the online library platform and the teaching 
notes also provide specific opportunities to practise this vital reading 
skill.

Predict what might happen from details 
stated and implied in a text

The Reading Planet books contain frequent occasions when children can 
be prompted to predict what is likely to happen given the information in 
the text. The teaching notes include suggestions for key moments to use 
clues in a text to predict an outcome. 

Identify main ideas drawn from more than 
one paragraph and summarise these

As the books have been designed to engage children’s interest and build 
their reading stamina, their ability to draw upon and summarise ideas 
across several paragraphs will grow and develop across the Reading 
Planet book bands. The questions at the back of the books and in the 
online library platform also prompt children to develop this skill.

Retrieve and record information from non-
fiction

The non-fiction books are packed with facts and details that can be 
extracted by children in different ways – the questions at the back of 
each book always include some that are retrieval-based. The printable 
sheets provided with the teaching notes will also provide opportunities 
to record information in formats such as tables, timelines, charts, etc.

Participate in discussion about books that 
are read aloud or that children read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to 
what others say

The Reading Planet books are suitable for independent reading by 
children, as well as for reading aloud. They provide many opportunities 
for discussion – whether in pairs, small groups or whole-class situations. 
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Years 5 and 6

National Curriculum requirements How Reading Planet helps to meet these requirements

Word reading

As for Years 3 and 4, but children 
should be growing and deepening their 
knowledge of root words, prefixes, 
suffixes, etc.

As the Reading Planet books increase in level of challenge, children will 
naturally be exposed to increasingly complex vocabulary, including a 
widening range of root words, prefixes, suffixes, etc. Examples of these 
are highlighted where appropriate in the teaching notes for each book. 

Reading comprehension

As for Years 3 and 4, but with increasing range and depth. Some extra points to note:

Read and discuss an increasing range 
of books, including myths, legends, 
traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction 
from our literary heritage and from other 
cultures and traditions

Reading Planet introduces children to a growing range of fiction, 
including modern stories based on myths and legends (such as the Class 
of the Titans mini-series), retellings of classic literature and traditional 
tales/myths/legends, including some originating from other languages 
and cultures (such as tales from India, China, etc.).

Recommend books to peers, giving 
reasons for their choices

Where children are given the opportunity to select Reading Planet books 
themselves, they can be encouraged to recommend those they have 
enjoyed to their classmates and explain what they particularly liked 
about them. This could be done as a regular ‘show and tell’ slot once or 
twice a week with different children giving their oral book reviews.

Identify how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning 

Given the variety of text types within Reading Planet, there is plenty of 
scope for identifying how language features, structure and the way a 
text is presented create meaning. The teaching notes for each book give 
guidance on these points. 

Discuss and evaluate how authors use 
language, including figurative language, 
and consider how this has an impact on 
the reader

The Reading Planet books have all been written by expert children’s 
authors, with increasingly rich and complex language throughout the 
book bands. Again, the teaching notes highlight opportunities for 
talking about the use of language and how it affects the reader.

Distinguish statements of fact and opinion There are plentiful opportunities for discussion of what is fact and what 
is opinion, and the teaching notes provide support by highlighting 
specific examples.

Retrieve, record and present information 
from non-fiction 

The non-fiction books provide a rich source of information that children 
can draw upon to answer specific questions, or record in various ways. 
The teaching notes often provide tables and other graphics to complete 
with the extracted information.

Participate in discussions about books, 
building on others’ ideas and challenging 
views courteously

The themes and issues presented in the Reading Planet books make 
them ideal for discussion, whether in reciprocal, guided group or whole-
class reading scenarios. Again, the teaching notes provide guidance on 
topics for discussion. 

Explain and discuss understanding of what 
has been read, including through formal 
presentations and debates, focusing on 
the topic and using notes where necessary

As above, the content of the books lends itself to this type of more 
formal debate or presentation, and the teaching notes again will 
highlight where particular issues and themes are suitable for this kind of 
approach.

Provide reasoned justifications for views Children should always be encouraged to back up their opinions with 
evidence drawn from the text. The questions at the back of each book 
help to train children in providing such evidence. 



27

Reading Planet and the national reading tests (SATs)
Reading Planet has been carefully designed to provide children with practice in using the full range 
of skills required to meet and exceed the expected standards in the national reading tests. The 
books have been written to stimulate and practise the thinking skills required to respond effectively 
to the questions in the tests. The last page of each book also provides a set of structured questions 
that are based on the areas (content domains) that children will be questioned on at the end of Key 
Stage 2, notably:

2a give/explain the meaning of words in context

2b retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction

2c summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

2d make inferences from the text/explain and justify inference with evidence from the text

2e predict what might happen from details stated and implied

2f identify/explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a 
whole

2g identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases

2h make comparisons within a text

The quizzes in the Reading Planet Online Library also provide questions that are based on these 
content domains. These are automatically marked and provide reports highlighting areas of 
weakness.

1  Where would you find termite mounds? 

2  What is the name of the world’s tallest building?

3  What do badgers and moles have in common? 

4  ‘Badgers keep their tunnels very clean, with a  

 separate area for their toilet!’ What does the word  

 ‘separate’ mean in this sentence? 

5  How do dams help keep beavers safe? 

6  What makes spider silk good for building webs? 

7  Reread pages 20–21. What are these pages mostly   

 about? 

8  Why do suspension bridges have cables? 

9  Why do you think the author included sections about  

 human problems and human engineer solutions  

 in the book? 

10  Which animal engineer do you think is the  

 most amazing, and why? 

Now answer the questions ...
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Now answer the questions … 

1 Who won the first game of chess that the king and Sissa 

played in ‘Just One Grain of Rice’?

2 How much rice did you expect Sissa to be given? Which line 

of speech from the story tells you that the king thought 

Sissa had underestimated his reward? 

3 The writer uses words like ‘sneaked’ and ‘slunk furtively’ to 

describe Janni’s actions at the start of ‘The Blue Jackal’. 

What do these words tell you about his character?

4 Why do you think Preeti didn’t tell the villagers who was 

actually ringing the bell in ‘The Terrible Bell’?

5 Why did Raj ask Amar to take his plough to be repaired in 

‘The Stolen Plough’?

6 What did Amar do or say to make Raj suspicious of his 

story? Find some words and phrases from the text to 

support your answer.

7 Have you read any other stories which have a similar 

plot or characters as ‘Pia and Beena’? Was the 

outcome the same? 

8 What is the theme of this collection of stories? 

Which one of them is your favourite and why?

9781510444706_RP_Just_One_Grain_L4_BP_f.indd   48 23/11/2018   12:07

2b

2d

2a

2d

2b

2d

2e

personal response

2b

2b

2h

2a

2d

2c

2c

2b

2f

personal response
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Assessment guidance
The Reading Planet reading assessment template (see page 31) can be used to check how children 
are progressing within each book band. The assessment can be used at the beginning and the end 
of a period of time to track and monitor a child’s progression, e.g. at the beginning and end of 
a school term. It can also be used to check whether a child is ready to progress to the next book 
band or to check where a new starter should begin. 
The assessment should ideally be conducted on a one-to-one basis, in a quiet and comfortable 
space. Ensure the child does not feel pressured, and explain that they are going to do a short and 
hopefully enjoyable activity to help them improve their reading. 

Conducting the assessment
 1 Before the assessment, choose a book 

that the child hasn’t read before. It should 
be from the band the child is currently 
reading, or an equivalent. 

 2 Identify a section of about 150 words 
suitable for the child to read aloud to you. 
Photocopy the section, enlarging it so that 
it can be used as a running record that you 
can mark up using the notation suggested 
in the chart on page 29. (The notations in 
blue are errors.)

 3 Note down on the sheet some questions 
you can ask the child about their 
understanding of this section and the 
content just beyond it (e.g. to the end of 
the chapter). See the chart on page 30 for 
examples of questions you could ask.

 4 Begin by asking the child the general 
questions about reading (see page 31) 
to gauge their interest, and record their 
answers on the sheet.

 5 Ask the child to read aloud the section of 
the book you selected, and complete the 
running record as you listen to them read.

 6 Ask the child to read on a little further (e.g. 
to the end of a chapter). When they have 
finished, have a brief conversation about 
what they read, and record their answers 
to the questions on the sheet.

 7 Once you have finished, fill in the results 
of the running record in the table on the 
reading assessment sheet, adding up the 
total number of errors. 

 8 Calculate the accuracy score, using the 
guidelines on page 30.

 9 Make a note regarding the child’s fluency 
and expression while reading.

10 Ask the after-reading questions and note 
down/comment on the child’s answers. 
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Running record notations
Behaviour Notation Example

Reads correctly Tick above each correctly read 
word or, if the child is reading the 
vast majority of words correctly, 
leave unmarked.

A nightingale flew in through the window.

Pauses before segmenting and 
blending correctly

Write a ‘P’ above the word the 
child has paused on to sound out 
and blend. A nightingale flew in through the window.

Self-corrects Write ‘SC’ above the word that the 
child has self-corrected.

A nightingale flew in through the window.

Misreads a word Write ‘M’ above the word that 
the child has misread through 
not applying phonic knowledge 
correctly.

A nightingale flew in through the window.

Guesses a word Write ‘G’ above the word that the 
child has guessed.

A nightingale flew in through the window.

Inserts a word Use a caret and note the added 
word.

A nightingale flew in through the window.

Substitutes a word Note the substituted word above 
the actual word in the text.

A nightingale flew in through the window. 

Omits a word Place a dash above the word left 
out.

A nightingale flew in through the window.

Reverses words Draw an arrow or note the 
response given.

A nightingale flew in through the window.

Told a word Write a ‘T’ above the word you 
had to tell the child.

A nightingale flew in through the window. 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓✓

P

SC

M

G

T

open

ˆ 

from

−
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Work out an accuracy score
1 Note the total number of words in the 

passage the child read (150 words are the 
recommended length).

2 Note the total number of errors (the items 
tinted blue in the chart on page 29).

3 Divide the number of words by the number 
of errors, e.g. 150 words divided by 11 
errors gives an error rate of about 1:13 (one 
error for every 13 words).

4 Ideally, children should be reading at an 
instructional level, which means an error 
rate between 1:17 and 1:10.

If the error rate is between 1:90 and 1:20, the 
text may be too easy – consider trying a book 
from a higher band with this child.
If the error rate is between 1:11 and 1:1, the 
text is too hard – try a book from a lower band.

Look for patterns
Look at the errors you recorded and see if there 
is a pattern – as in the following examples.
If the majority of the misread words were the 
result of misapplying phonic knowledge, then 
the child may need some structured phonics 
practice and reinforcement.

If the child made several wild guesses, they may 
be panicking, or they may be trying to cover up 
a difficulty or misunderstanding of some kind. 
You could find an opportunity to observe the 
child reading in a less formal way – and talk to 
them about their reading strategies – to try to 
work out what is going on.

If the child skipped words and apparently didn’t 
notice, they may be trying to read too fast, and 
they are probably not pausing to think about 
what they read. You could help by encouraging 
them to slow down and look at the words 
in detail, and by talking to them about what 
they read and showing them how to make 
connections.

Sample questions to ask after reading

Fiction Non-fiction

★	 Tell me what you thought about the 
passage you read.

★	 Where was the story set?

★	 What do you think will happen next?

★	 Why do you think [name of character] 
behaved like that?

★	 Would you have done what [name of 
character] did? Why, or why not?

★	 What was the most important thing that 
happened in the part you read?

★	 What kind of atmosphere did the author 
create?

★	 What words help to create this 
atmosphere?

★	 Tell me what the passage you read was 
about. 

★	 What was the most important information 
in the passage?

★	 What was the most interesting fact?

★	 Why do you think the author included a 
picture/photo/diagram/chart?

★	 What does the word [insert the word] 
mean?

★	 Do you think the author is giving an opinion 
or stating a fact when they say [quote 
words]?

★	 Do you think the author was trying to be 
persuasive/humorous when they say [quote 
words]? Why do you think that?
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Reading assessment
Name:___________________________________ Date: ___________________

Before reading
Do you like reading? What kinds of things do you like reading best? (Include non-book materials 
such as websites, comics, etc.)

How do you choose what to read?

How often do you read at home/at school?

Running record results

Text title: Text length:

Annotations/errors Number of instances 

Pauses before segmenting and blending correctly

Self-corrects 

Misreads a word (has not applied phonic knowledge 
correctly)

Guesses a word

Inserts a word

Substitutes a word

Omits a word

Reverses words

Told a word

Total number of words with errors

Accuracy score

Fluency: Note whether the child reads fluently and with 
expression.
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After-reading questions
List below the questions you wish to ask, then note the child’s responses. See the chart on page 30 
for question ideas for fiction and non-fiction texts.

Questions Child’s answers/your comments

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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