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Reading Planet Notes

AFTER READING
Try these activities with your child:

In this book
Your child may need help with
these words:

tough

antennae

journeys

generations

enormous

wildebeest

autumn

southern

cylinder

binoculars

kilometres

geolocators

monarch

salmon

Say them out loud and talk about the
meanings together before you start reading.

Reading tip
Encourage your child to share what they
know about a particular non-fiction topic
before they start reading about it. Do they
have any specific questions they hope this
book might answer? Talk about the most
interesting fact they have discovered
after reading.
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Before reading
Look at the front and back cover together.
Ask your child: Which animals can you see
on the cover? What do you usually keep in
an ‘album’? What does a photographer do?

While reading
Pause after reading page 10. Can your
child point to the title of this section of
text? Encourage them to explain what the
word ‘relay’ means. Can they use this
word in a sentence of their own?
Support your child in reading any
challenging place names, such as ‘Serengeti
National Park’ or ‘Grumeti River’. Read
these words aloud if your child needs help
when they first encounter them.
Encourage your child to notice
the different types of clothing the
photographer wears as he moves from
place to place. Can they explain why
he doesn’t wear the same clothing
throughout the book?

After reading, encourage your child to
talk about what they have read. You’ll
find ideas for questions and activities
at the back of this book.

Use a world map or globe to chart the
journey of one or more of the animals from
the book. Can you draw the flags that match
each country your animal reaches?
Draw or paint a picture of your favourite
migrating animal from the book, and add
labels to identify its different parts.
Write a story about an animal that migrates
from one part of the world to another. Come
up with some interesting words to describe
its journey.
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Find out more
Find out about the Serengeti
National Park. What
continent is it in? What other
animals live there? How
many people visit the park
each year? Try to find some
photos of the park online.
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Animal adventures
Every year, all around the world, animals go on journeys.

I’m a wildlife photographer, and I’m going on a trip
to look for some animals on amazing journeys.
Just like them, I’ll need to travel by air, land and sea.

They travel by air …

land …

and sea.
Animals make these tough journeys for different reasons.
They might be searching for a safe place to have their
babies, or to find enough food, or for better weather.
When a group of animals moves from one area to
another, it is called migration.
2
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Whales on the move

Look, there’s a group moving towards us now! A group of
whales is called a pod.

October: Arctic Circle
I’m starting my trip in the oceans
around Alaska in the United States
of America. I’m in an area called
the Arctic Circle, right at the top of
our planet. In winter, it’s dark all
day and all night here!
I’m on the lookout for humpback whales. These enormous
animals spend the summer months feeding in these chilly
waters. They filter tiny krill and small fish through their
baleen plate. As autumn draws in, they start to swim
south, to warmer places.
eye

blowhole

Humpback whales can grow to 18 metres
fin
4
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baleen plate

in length – that’s bigger than a bus!
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Inside the pod

During the next eight
weeks, this mother and

Time for a closer look

calf will swim over

inside the whale pod! I’ve

5,000 kilometres to

put on a wetsuit to keep

reach the warmer waters

me warm, and I’ll need to

around Hawaii. The same

use a diving cylinder to

calf was probably born

breathe. I’ve got a special

there last winter.

underwater camera, too.

Alaska

Hawaii

Other ocean journeys
Lots of other ocean animals migrate, too. Great white sharks
travel thousands of kilometres to look for fishy feeding
grounds. Sea turtles swim long distances back to the beaches
where they hatched, to lay their own eggs.

mother and calf
6
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Glossary
antennae

a pair of long, thin feelers attached to

swarm

butterflies’ (and other insects’) heads
baleen plate

a fringed brush inside the mouths of some

a large group of small animals – usually
flying insects

whales, which filters food from the sea

Index

current

a flow of water moving in a direction

African plains 15

Mexico 8

diving

a small tank of air that divers use to

Alaska 4, 7

migration 2, 7, 8, 11, 15, 18,

breathe when underwater

Antarctica 16–18

19, 20

stages in a family that come directly after

Arctic Circle 4, 17, 18

monarch butterflies 8–11

Arctic terns 17–18

pod 5, 6

Atlantic Ocean 21

predators 14

calf 6–7

salmon 21

frogs 20

sea turtles 7

fruit bats 15

Serengeti National Park 12–13

geese 20

swallows 21

cylinder
generation

each other, such as grandparent, parent
and grandchild
geolocators

a piece of equipment attached to a wild
animal to track its movements

injury

being physically harmed

krill

small sea creatures, which are related to

geolocators 19

swans 20

shrimp and prawns

great white sharks 7

swarms 11

the movement of a group of animals or

Grumeti River 13

swifts 21

people from one place to another

Hawaii 7

Tanzania 12

plains

a large area of mostly flat land

humpback whales 4–7

toads 20

predator

an animal that hunts and kills other animals

Kenya 12

United Kingdom 20

starvation

death caused by not having enough food

locusts 11

wildebeest 12–14

migration
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Talk about the book
Answer the questions:
1 What is the very cold area at the top of our planet called?
2 Why did the photographer need special equipment to
photograph the whale pod?
3 Where is the Serengeti National Park?
4 Which word on page 13 describes how the photographer
must behave to get the perfect picture?
5 What does the phrase ‘wrapped up warm’ mean? (page 16)
6 Which bird has the longest migration of any animal
on Earth?
7 Which of the animals from the book would you most like to
see in the wild, and why?
8 Do you think being a wildlife photographer is an interesting
job? Why, or why not?

24
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