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Many reading schemes use coloured 
book bands to indicate the level of their 
books. But what do these colours mean? 
What if your child is on Yellow band but 
their friend is on Green? How long will it 
take for your child to be ready to move 
on to the next band? Can your child 
pick their favourite colours instead? 
Book bands may seem confusing at 
fi rst, but they are a common system for 
grouping books according to their level 
of reading diffi culty. Your child may 

start reading books at the lowest level 
(Lilac or Pink), and move on to the next 
bands once their teacher feels they are 
ready. Using book bands helps children, 
parents and teachers know which books 
are suitable to read at each stage of the 
child’s reading journey. It’s important 
to remember that it isn’t a race to 
the fi nish, and that reading is about 
understanding as well as being able to 
successfully read (decode) words.
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What do the colours mean?

Lilac
Level 0

These books are wordless and are fully illustrated to prepare children 
for reading.

Pink A
Level 1A

Learners start to apply their early word reading skills to read simple 
sentences. There is a single sentence on every left-hand page. 
Content at these early levels is very much based around familiar 
experiences.

Pink B
Level 1B Similar to Pink A, but with one sentence on every page.

Red A
Level 2A

Learners are developing their confidence to tackle slightly longer 
sentences. These books have 1–2 one-line sentences per page.

Red B
Level 2B As for Red A, but sentences can be longer than one line.

Yellow
Level 3

Sentences are slightly more complex with more developed storylines 
and non-fiction texts.

Blue
Level 4

The quantity of text gradually increases to approximately six lines per 
page. Books may include some abstract terms and non-fiction will 
include some sub-headings.

Green
Level 5

Stories are less reliant on familiar experiences and include more 
sophisticated humour and suspense. There are a larger number of 
characters, and events sometimes continue over several pages.

Orange
Level 6 

The meaning of text is still straightforward, but readers should be able 
to understand without needing literal explanations.

Turquoise
Level 7

Books include longer descriptions and feature a wider range of 
punctuation and unusual vocabulary.

Purple
Level 8

Readers may be able to pick up themes and books may have short 
chapters. There are more opportunities for readers to ask and answer 
questions about characters.

Gold
Level 9 

Books contain challenging sentence structures, with more unknown 
words per page. Characters are more distinct and rounded.

White
Level 10 

Readers may be surprised or have their expectations challenged. 
There may be more than one point of view presented and information 
is suggested rather than spelled out.
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