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Cracking Comprehension is a step-by-step resource to improve the 
comprehension skills of children aged 5–11 years old. It teaches children the 
skills and strategies they need to successfully explain their understanding of a 
wide range of texts, and offers ideas to extend their enjoyment of, and 
engagement with, reading.

The Interactive Modelling Software will help children to develop the techniques 
to answer the types of questions asked in the Key Stage 2 National Test for 
Reading, and help you to deliver the 2014 National Curriculum for English, including the harder question 
paper which requires more in-depth understanding.

The Assessment Tasks provide a range of assessment for learning (AfL) activities for reading 
comprehension within the new Primary National Curriculum for Key Stage 2 English. These tasks can be 
used alongside the teaching units or as stand-alone assessment tasks.

The Pupil Quizzes (Years 1 ̶ 6) enable children to practise the skills acquired independently, at home or in 
small working groups. The online pupil quizzes can be used to track and monitor progress, using the 
reporting and progress area. 

What is Cracking Comprehension?



What is included in Cracking 
Comprehension?

Interactive Modelling Software Assessment Tasks Pupil Quizzes (Years 1 ̶ 6)

The Teacher’s Guide pages are also included online as downloadable PDFs. 



Get started with Cracking Comprehension 

Then take out a subscription to Cracking Comprehension (either 
Reception, Year 1, Year, 2, Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 or Year 6). You will be 
asked to nominate an Access Coordinator at this point. An access icon 
will then appear on your My Rising Stars dashboard.

1. Log in to My Rising Stars

Cracking Comprehension Fourth Edition can be accessed 
from any computer, tablet or phone connected to the 
internet. Any teacher in the school can access this product 
through the school’s My Rising Stars account, at 
www.risingstars-uk.com/user.

If your school does not have a My Rising Stars account, 
create one at www.risingstars-uk.com/login.

http://www.risingstars-uk.com/user
http://www.risingstars-uk.com/login


Once you click on the icon, you will be redirected 
to the login page. Log in using your username 
and password (as a teacher, with an email 
username, you will not require your centre ID). 
Alternatively, you can navigate directly to the 
login page using the URL https://my.risingstars-
uk.com once your school has purchased the 
product.

If you have any problems with the login process, please contact our online support team at 
onlinesupport@risingstars-uk.com or call 0203 122 6006.
Please keep a record of your details just in case you forget them:

Username: ________________________________
Password: _________________________________
Centre ID: _________________________________

2.   Log in to Cracking Comprehension

https://my.risingstars-uk.com/
mailto:onlinesupport@risingstars-uk.com


Before you start using Cracking Comprehension 
you will need to set up your teacher and pupil 
access. This can be done within the My Rising 
Stars Admin Hub.
There is a single Admin Hub which manages 
access to the following Rising Stars resources:

• Achieve Online
• Cracking Comprehension
• MARK
• Reading Planet
• Rising Stars Mathematics
• Switched on Science 2nd Edition

You can access the Admin Hub by clicking on the spanner icon in the top right hand corner. This Admin Hubs 
protects your pupil and teacher data.

Find out more about setting up your school at https://www.risingstars-uk.com/passport/my-rising-
stars#teachers

3.   Complete the school set-up

https://www.risingstars-uk.com/passport/my-rising-stars#teachers


When your school subscribes to Cracking Comprehension you will be sent an access email with a 
unique URL for your school centre. Share this with your pupils to give them direct access. Alternatively, 
pupils can log in via: www.my.risingstars-uk.com and enter the school’s unique centre ID and their own 
login details.

PLEASE NOTE: ‘Reception’ can not be shared with 
pupils as there are no Pupil Quizzes as part of this 
Year group.

Once your teacher account has been approved 
by the Access Coordinator, you can share access 
with your pupils by clicking on ‘share’ when 
logged in. (You must do this for each year group 
if you would like pupils to have access to 
multiple year groups.)

4.   Give your pupils access to Cracking Comprehension 

http://www.my.risingstars-uk.com/


When you have clicked share you will see the following screen. You can choose here whether you want 
pupils to have access only to the practice quizzes you decide to assign (Assign) or whether all quizzes 
should be assigned to the pupils at once (Show). 

This is the group of children 
who have access 

Click here bring up the pop up on the right to choose whether to 
share all quizzes with the children or whether you just want to 
assign individual quizzes to them. You can not have different 
settings for different children – they either all view all the quizzes, 
or just the ones that have been assigned to them.



Choosing and assigning quizzes (Years 1 ̶ 6)

Once you have logged in and accessed your chosen year group, use the menu on the right of the 
screen to choose the right quiz for your pupils. Quizzes are split into ‘Fiction’, ‘Non-fiction’, ‘Poetry 
and Playscript’ texts for ease. Once you choose your quiz, you can then read the text and model 
answering the questions as a class, or assign quizzes to your pupils for school or homework practice 
(more detail on the next page).

For a complete listing of extracts 
and quizzes in each year group, go 
to page 23.

Most questions are marked 
automatically so you can spend 
less time marking and more time 
teaching. A few questions are 
teacher-marked. These are 
explained on page 16 of this guide



If you decide to assign quizzes, rather than show them 
all, you can assign quizzes to either individual pupils or a 
group. To do this, select a quiz from the menu to bring 
up the topic overview screen. Click on the information ‘i’ 
icon on the right hand side of the quiz button at the 
bottom of the screen.

Select ‘Assign this test’. You can filter by group in order 
to find the individual or group you would like to assign 
to, then press ‘save’. You will also be able to set children 
a due date on this screen, in the right-hand corner.

The ‘i’ button also gives you options to:
• Copy a link of the test to your clipboard – this is so 
that you can send your pupils a direct link to the test 
you want to assign.
• View assignment history to show you when this test 
was previously assigned, and to whom.
• View mark grid to show the results for this test of 
pupils who have already completed it.

1.   Assign quizzes to your pupils (Years 1–6)



You can also use the advanced search function to assign multiple quizzes to pupils. 

Please note: The free search function is not responsive on its own, so if you were to enter ‘fiction’ as 
your search term you would be required to refine your search further using the ‘Advanced Search’ 
criteria.

1. Click on the search icon
2. Filter to the year 
group. You can also 
filter to text genre if you 
want to.

4. Click ‘Assign 
resources’

3. Either select all, or 
individually check the 
quizzes you want to 
assign.



When you click assign resources, you can then choose a group or individual pupils to assign those quizzes to.



Once assigned, the test will then appear in pupils’ ‘My Missions’ screen (all the tests will appear there if 
you decided on the share rather than assign option (see page 8)). This can be accessed via the ‘My 
Achievements’ tab in the top right-hand corner. Advice for pupils on My Missions is given in the Parent 
and Pupil Guide, available on the welcome screen of each year group.

The due date appears next to the icon for starting the quiz. You can amend this at any time but 
note that it may overwrite answers if children have already completed the test.

2.   Assign quizzes via My Missions (Years 1–6)



Completing the quizzes

Each quiz in Cracking Comprehension has 10 questions, designed to test knowledge and 
understanding through specific content domains.

• The text on the left of the split-screen can be 
expanded to fill the screen, so it can be read in full 
before completing the questions.
• The arrow buttons at the bottom of the screen can 
be used to navigate between questions. If a question 
has not been answered, the question number will 
show in red. Once a question is completed, it will turn 
green. The quiz cannot be marked until all questions 
have been answered.
• After completing question 10, click on the tick icon 
to see the results and review the answers. If pupils 
close the quiz before clicking this icon, their answers 
will not be submitted.
• Quizzes in years 1 and 2 have audio to accompany 
the text.



For each quiz they complete, pupils will receive the 
following star rewards, calculated as a percentage of the 
available marks for the quiz:

• Bronze: 0–59%
• Silver: 60–79%
• Gold: 80% +

Note that some questions are worth more than one 
mark. You will be able to easily track how your pupils 
are doing through the teacher reporting dashboard 
(more information on page 18).

For quizzes including teacher-marked questions, the icon 
features a teacher instead of a star and the result shows 
marks gained so far. Once questions have been marked,
pupils can navigate to My Achievements to view 
feedback and their final reward. 

1.   Results and rewards

Pupil One, 



Most of the quizzes in Cracking Comprehension are marked automatically to save you time and ensure you 
can assess your pupils’ performance quickly and accurately. However, a few question types for Key Stage 
Two require more open-ended responses and need some teacher marking.

Quizzes including teacher-marked questions will be indicated when you click on the ‘i’ button and assign 
questions (more information on page 10). They are also indicated in the contents list of this guide, 
beginning on page 23. Your teacher portal will indicate when there are answers to be marked, accessed 
from the ‘Marking’ tab in the top right-hand corner of the screen.

2.   Teacher-marked questions



Once you have clicked on the Marking icon, you will be navigated to the ‘Received for
me’ tab, which shows completed questions from pupils that are awaiting marks. To mark
these questions, click on the ‘Mark’ icon on the right-hand side. A screen will appear that
allows you to:

• view the question
• view the pupil’s answer
• assign a mark
• write any feedback.

A mark scheme is available to give guidance on
answers. Click on the ‘View markscheme’ PDF icon
to download this. All teacher-marked questions are
worth one mark.

Once you have finished marking the question, click ‘Done marking’ or ‘Next answer’ to
move on. Pupils can view your feedback in My Achievements. The questions will move from the ‘Received 
for me’ tab to the ‘Marked’ tab and can be viewed retrospectively if you wish.

3.   Marking questions



How to use the teacher reporting dashboard

The teacher reporting dashboard is simple and easy to use. It enables you to track pupils’
progress according to the type of test and the key elements of comprehension (content
domains) that are assessed in England’s national tests.

To access it, click on ‘Reports’ in the top right-hand corner and choose the group, topic or
content domain you would like to filter by.

Teacher reports also show:

• The total time each child has spent on
practice quizzes.
• Where their gaps in understanding are
by type of text and content domains.
• How your class is doing as a whole,
including comparing selected pupils to
the group average.
• ‘Trouble Spots’ that require extra attention.
• Content domains viewable by question within each quiz for closer evaluation. For a
list of content domains, see pages 20 and 21.



You can view progress via either the ‘View scores’ button, which changes to a view that provides 
percentage scores, or ‘View heat map’ which categorises pupils’ scores into three colours. Red indicates 
that children are working below the expected standard; yellow indicates that they are working at the 
expected standard; and green indicates that they are working beyond the expected standard.

You will be able to see Group Results and Average Scores, and can also drill down into
more detail on individual pupils.

At a glance you will be
able to identify gaps in the
knowledge and understanding
of each of your pupils with
the help of ‘trouble spots’.
You can then allocate practice
quizzes to target areas of
weakness and personalise
learning for every child.

All our reports are exportable
into Word or Excel. If you select a group or an individual pupil, the option to ‘Export report’ will appear on 
the bottom left of the screen.



Cracking Comprehension and the National 
Curriculum – KS1

The test framework for the national reading comprehension tests, introduced in 2016, is based on the 
‘content domains’ shown below. Cracking Comprehension is designed to help pupils learn and practise 
these skills. Reference is made throughout to the content domains using the codes in these tables.

Key Stage 1 content domains

1a draw on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts

1b identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as 
characters, events, titles and information

1c identify and explain the sequence of events in texts

1d make inferences from the text

1e predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far



Cracking Comprehension and the National 
Curriculum – KS2

The test framework for the national reading comprehension tests, introduced in 2016, is based on the 
‘content domains’ shown below. Cracking Comprehension is designed to help pupils learn and practise 
these skills. Reference is made throughout to the content domains using the codes in these tables.

Key Stage 2 content domains

2a give/explain the meaning of words in context

2b retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction

2c summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

2d make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text

2e predict what might happen from details stated and implied

2f identify/explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as 
a whole

2g identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases

2h make comparisons within the text



Where to get help

If you have any problems with Cracking Comprehension that cannot be resolved within your school, please 
contact our online support team:

Email: onlinesupport@risingstars-uk.com

Phone: 0203 122 6006.

You can also find information about accessing our resources on the Rising Stars website:
www.risingstars-uk.com

mailto:onlinesupport@risingstars-uk.com
http://www.risingstars-uk.com/


Cracking Comprehension Pupil Quizzes contents

On the Way Home by Jill Murphy

Staying In



Cracking Comprehension Pupil Quizzes contents

Mr Wobble the Waitress by Allan Ahlberg

The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt



Cracking Comprehension Pupil Quizzes contents

*These tests contain teacher-marked questions



Cracking Comprehension Pupil Quizzes contents

*These tests contain teacher-marked 
questions



Cracking Comprehension Pupil Quizzes contents

*These tests contain teacher-marked questions



Cracking Comprehension Pupil Quizzes contents

*These tests contain teacher-marked questions
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