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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Achieve Reading: The Higher Score – Revision
Well done for completing Achieve Reading: The Expected Standard
Revision book, revising everything you need to achieve the expected
standard in the Key Stage 2 Reading test. You are now ready for the next
step. In this book you will find key information and activities for more
practice and to help you achieve the higher score. You will look again
at some of the same key knowledge that was in Achieve Reading: The
Expected Standard but you will use it to tackle trickier questions and
apply it in more complex ways.

About the Key Stage 2
Reading National Test
The test will take place in the summer term in Year 6. It will be done in
your school and will be marked by examiners – not by your teacher.
In the test you will be given a booklet containing a range of texts
and another booklet for your answers. The texts will be from fiction,
non-fiction and poetry. The first text will be the easiest and the last
text will be the most challenging. The texts and questions will be very
similar to the texts that you have been reading in school. You will have
one hour to read the texts and complete the answer booklet.
The test is worth a total of 50 marks.
• Some questions ask you to find the answer in the text. These
questions are usually worth 1 mark. These make up 44–66 % of
the marks.
• Some questions ask you to write a short answer. These questions
are usually worth 2 marks. They make up 20–40 % of the marks.
• Other questions ask you to write a longer answer. These are
worth 3 marks. They make up 6–24 % of the marks.

4
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INTRODUCTION

Test techniques
Before the test

•	Try to revise little and often, rather than in long sessions.
• Choose a time of day when you are not tired or hungry.
• Choose somewhere quiet so you can focus.
• Revise with a friend. You can encourage and learn from each other.
• Read the ‘Top tips’ throughout this book to remind you of important
points in answering test questions.
• Use the advice given in this book when you are reading your own
reading book. Ask yourself some of the questions as you read along.
• KEEP READING all kinds of non-fiction, fiction and poetry texts.

During the test

• READ THE QUESTION AND READ IT AGAIN.
• If you find a question difficult to answer, move on; you can always
come back to it later.
• Always answer a multiple-choice question. If you really can’t work
out an answer, read the text again and try to think of the most
sensible response.
• Check to see how many marks a question is worth. Have you written
enough to ‘earn’ those marks in your answer?
• Read the question again after you have answered it. Check you have
done what the question asked you to do.
• If you have any time left at the end, go back to the questions you
have missed.
Where to get help
• Pages 8–57 will help you develop the skills you need to achieve
the higher score in the test.
• Page 58 contains a glossary to help you understand key terms
about writing, reading and grammar.
• Pages 59–62 provide the answers to the ‘Try this’ questions.

5
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INTRODUCTION

How to use this book
1 Introduction – This section introduces each assessable element
so you know what you need to achieve.

2 What you need to know – Important facts about the
assessable elements are given in this section. Read them carefully.
Words in bold are key words and those in purple are also defined in
the glossary at the back of the book.

3 Let's practise – This section includes short extracts from the
types of text you can expect to find in the Key Stage 2 Reading
National Test, as well as an example question. Follow the steps
carefully and work through the example.
LANGUAGE AND MEANING

Making comparisons

1

To achieve the higher score, you need to make comparisons
in a text.

What you need to know

2

• It is important to compare information, characters or
events in the text.
• The text will be non-fiction.
• When giving your answer, quote directly from the text, using inverted
commas, or paraphrase (use your own words).

Let’s practise
In 1539, the first modern Christmas tree was erected in the
cathedral at Strasbourg, Germany. Christmas trees became part
of the British Christmas after Prince Albert and Queen Victoria
married in 1840.

3

In Victorian Britain, the first Christmas trees were decorated
with candles, sweets, fruit and home-made decorations.
Whereas, according to German tradition, the first trees
were decorated only with edible decorations such as nuts,
gingerbread and apples.

What is different about the decoration
of Victorian Christmas trees compared
to the first German trees?

1

Read the question and read it again. What is it
asking?

The question is asking you to compare the
decorations of two types of tree.

2

Look for a word which compares the two tree
decorations.

Whereas

3

What were Victorian trees decorated with?

sweets, fruit, candles and home-made decorations

4

What were German trees decorated with?

edible decorations

54
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INTRODUCTION

4 Try this – Practise answering the questions for yourself.
5 Glossary – A glossary for each practice test is provided to help
with tricky words.

6 Top tips – These hints help you to do your best. Use them well.

LANGUAGE AND MEANING

4

5

Which decorations are present on the Victorian tree
that are missing on the German tree?

candles and home-made decorations

6

Answer the question referring to both trees, giving
evidence from the text.

7

Check your answer.

The difference is that though they were both
decorated with edible foods, the German tree
was not decorated with candles and home-made
decorations like the Victorian tree.

Try this
1

I was hot and dusty and thirsty on the bus, and I thought the
journey would never end, but I was happy. I was happy to have
arrived, happy not to be sea-sick any more. Tired though we
were, we were buoyed up by the excitement of it all. This was
a new adventure in a new world. We were on a bus ride into a
wonderland and we were loving it, every single moment of it.
‘Your new home,’ the man told us, opening the door. I didn’t
take much notice of him, not then. I was too busy looking
around me.
I think it was from the moment they first shut us in the
dormitory block at Cooper’s Station, and we heard the door
bolted behind us, that I have hated walls about me and locked
doors. I was about to find out, as we all were, not what it was
like to be a prisoner but what it was to be a prisoner.
How do the feelings of the character change from the beginning of
the text to the end?

5

Glossary
• dormitory a large
room containing
a large number of
beds
[2 marks]

Top tips

6

• Words such as like, unlike, but, even though, while, however,
although, whereas, in common indicate that the text is written to
compare and contrast.
• Comparative adjectives may be used to make comparisons such as:
taller than, greater than, better /worse, more /less.
• When possible, refer to both parts of the text you are comparing, to
make your answer clearer.
55
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COMPREHENSION

Summarising main ideas
To achieve the higher score, you need to summarise the main ideas in a text
and identify the key details that support these ideas.

What you need to know
• Within a text, every paragraph has a key concept or main idea. The main
ideas in a text are the most important pieces of information.
• The key details in a text are the words, phrases or sentences that
communicate the main ideas.
• When identifying key details you can quote directly from the text, using
inverted commas, or paraphrase (use your own words).

Let’s practise
Next came the queen, in the sixty-sixth year of her age, as we were told, very
majestic; her face, oblong, fair but wrinkled; her eyes small yet black and pleasant;
her nose a little hooked; her lips narrow and her teeth black.
She had in her ears two pearls with very rich drops; she wore false hair, and that
red; upon her head she had a small crown. She had on a necklace of exceeding fine
jewels; her hands were small, her fingers long, and her stature neither tall nor low.

Summarise the main idea in this text in
one sentence.

18

1

Read the question and read it again. What is it asking?

The question is asking you to summarise
the text by stating the main idea.

2

Read the text again. What is the first thing it tells you about
the queen?

It tells you how old she is.

3

Identify key details to describe the queen’s features that may
be related to her age.

face, oblong, fair but wrinkled; small eyes;
narrow lips; black teeth; false hair

4

Does information about her jewels or fingers relate to her age?

No. It tells you what jewellery she wore.

5

Do not add information or your opinion. What is the main idea
the text tells you about the queen? Then, check your answer.

The text tells us that the queen is ageing,
but still a very impressive figure.

442542_ACH_Re_Rev_BP_001-064.indd 18

5/4/18 9:52 PM

COMPREHENSION

Try this
1

‘Stop, I’ve seen enough!’ Philip growled at last. Alexander met his father’s oneeyed gaze and waited for the verdict. ‘Not bad …’ said Philip, and Alexander
smiled. Philip hadn’t finished, though. ‘But not wonderful, either. And I was
better when I was your age. A lot better.’
Then he dug his heels in his horse’s flanks and cantered off across the courtyard
without so much as a backward glance, his men clattering along after him.
Alexander watched them go, his smile now a grimace, the sweat cooling on his
skin. A cloud passed over the sun and he shivered.
Alexander swallowed his disappointment that time. Philip came to see him
train every day and Alexander tried even harder to impress him. But his nerves
made him clumsy and Philip was quick to tell him so.
Explain what the relationship is like between Alexander and his father, Philip.
Give two key details to support your explanation.

2

[2 marks]

There are so many great things to say about swimming that it’s hard to know
where to start. For ‘sporty’ types, swimming can be one of the most competitive
and wide-ranging arenas of sport there is from sprints to marathons; swimming
can stretch even the most able of athletes. For the less sporty, swimming can be
a great way to pass the time. You can swim solo or you can compete. You can
swim fast, slow, with technique or just splashing about. Swimming is that rare
thing in sports, and even in life; it can be all things to all people. You don’t have
to be coordinated, you don’t have to be a certain weight, you don’t have to
spend money on expensive equipment and you don’t have to pass a test to get
into a pool.
Write a headline for this text.
Explain why you have chosen this headline.
Use the text to support your answer.

[2 marks]

19
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3

Alfred sighed and stared into the flames and wondered for the thousandth time
what he should do now. He felt a complete fool. Guthrum’s trick had worked and it
seemed that his Viking warriors had won. The Saxon army was scattered, their king,
Alfred, a fugitive, hunted throughout the land that had been ruled by his family for
generations. Maybe he should just give up.
Perhaps he could join a monastery. At least there he might be able to read. He
reached beneath his damp cloak and pulled out a small book, the only one he had
been able to bring with him from the palace. It was a book of old poems, tales of
heroes fighting monsters, the last stands of warriors against overwhelming odds
and sad stories of loss and longing. Alfred sat reading, deeply engrossed, and didn’t
notice the smell of burning bread that gradually began to fill
Glossary
the hut. But the old woman did.
She dashed over to the hearth and pulled the blackened
loaves out of the ashes. But it was too late. They were ruined.

• fugitive a person who
is in hiding or running
away from something
[1 mark]

In one sentence, use key details to explain the main reason why the
loaves burned.

4

All of the world’s cultures use plants and other growing things as medicines. In
our industrialised society, most of the medicines we use are manufactured from
synthetic chemicals based on compounds found in natural products.
Aspirin, for example, is based on a chemical that came from willow bark;
codeine in cough syrup was derived from chemicals in the opium poppy; and
penicillin was first extracted from a bread mould. In the more remote corners of
the world, such as in the jungles of the Amazon, people have always used the
forest as their medicine cabinet. For thousands of years, shamans
have passed on information about the healing properties of
rainforest plants from one generation to the next.
Write a suitable title for this text.
Explain your choice, using key details from the text.

[2 marks]

Glossary
• compounds mixtures
• shaman a person who
uses ancient healing
traditions for cures

20
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5

By the early 800s, the Christian religion had almost taken over Celtic land and
introduced a day known as All Souls Day to their calendar on 2nd November, the
day after the Celtic New Year. This day, which had very similar traditions to the
Celts’ Samhain, was soon called All-Hallows Eve and then, eventually, Halloween.
As with most things, these traditions evolved, adapted and spread from people
to people over time. The Celts controlled areas of Ireland
Glossary
and Europe when Samhain was celebrated and as it grew
• Samhain an ancient
and became reshaped by different groups and religions,
Celtic festival,
it reached the west coast of America. So, Halloween took
celebrating the arrival
quite a while, hundreds of years in fact, to evolve into the
of the new year on
1st November
night of frights and frolics it’s famous for today.
Write a title for this text.

[1 mark]

Explain your choice, using key details from the text to support your answer.

6

David’s job was to look after the family’s sheep and he had just brought the
flock in from the hills for the night. ‘I definitely want to go and face the
Philistines too,’ said David to his brothers and father. The Philistines were a
tribe of fierce fighters who were at war with David’s tribe, the Israelites.
‘Don’t be stupid,’ said his oldest brother, Eliab. ‘It will be men’s work, David –
proper fighting, not some pretend adventure for a boy.’
‘I’m not a boy,’ said David, ‘I’m nearly grown up and I’m tired of you lot
treating me like a child. You’ll let me go, Father, won’t you?’
Jesse had always had a soft spot for his youngest son and sometimes indulged
his wishes. But on this occasion Jesse agreed with his first-born.
‘No, I’m sorry, David,’ he said. ‘Eliab is right. You’re just
not old enough to be a warrior.’
What is the main idea in this text?
Explain, using evidence from the text to support your answer.

[2 marks]

Top tips
• Use skimming and scanning to locate key details.
• Underline and group together key details, including information that is repeated
within a paragraph or across paragraphs.

442542_ACH_Re_Rev_BP_001-064.indd 21
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MAKING INFERENCES

Explaining inferences in fiction
To achieve the higher score, you need to make inferences and deductions
in fiction, drawing on evidence from the text and justifying your views.

What you need to know
• Writers often use clues to imply meaning about characters or events in
fiction texts.
• Good readers:
• make deductions and draw conclusions about a character’s feelings
based on their speech and actions;
• support their inferences with a precise explanation of the evidence;
• draw conclusions about the plot based on past events.
• If quoting directly from the text, write quotations in quotation marks.

Let’s practise
Maia put her head round the door. In the corridor, wearing a dressing gown and
a turban to protect her hair, was Mrs Carter. She had the flit gun in her hand
and was carefully squirting every nook and cranny with insect-killer. Then she
disappeared into the cloakroom, fetched a broom, and began to thump and
bang on the ceiling to get rid of possible spiders. Next came a bucket full of
disinfectant and a mop with which she squelched across the tiled floor – and
all the time she muttered, ‘Out!’ or ‘That will settle you!’ to the insects that she
thought might be there.

What does this paragraph tell you about Mrs
Carter's character?
Explain one feature of her character, using evidence
from the text to support your answer.

22

1

Read the question and read it again. What is it asking?

The question is asking you to explain what
Mrs Carter is like.

2

How does the text describe Mrs Carter’s character?

The text describes her through her actions.

3

Identify the main point about the actions of
Mrs Carter.

Mrs Carter is doing everything she can to get rid
of insects.
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4

Find evidence to prove your main point.

She squirts places with an insect-killer. She
bangs on the ceiling. She uses disinfectant on the
floor. She tells the insects to get out.

5

What does this tell you about Mrs Carter? Answer
with an explanation of your inference with evidence
from the text.

6

Check your answer.

The writer is trying to say that Mrs Carter is a
very determined woman. This is shown by the
way that she disinfects and cleans a lot to kill
insects. She bangs on the ceiling to get rid of
spiders and talks to them, muttering Out and
That will settle you.

Try this
1

There were a lot of people in Manaus who lived like princes. But not the Carters.
Because to get the juice from the rubber trees you need Indians who know the
forest and understand the trees. And Indians are proud people who have their
own lives. If you treat them like slaves they don’t revolt or go on strike; they
simply melt back into the forest, join their tribes and disappear.
This is what had happened to the Indians which the Carters had employed.
Every month Mr Carter had lost some of his work force, and far from making his
fortune, he was getting poorer and poorer.

What can you infer from the text about Mr Carter’s attitude towards the Indians?
Give evidence from the text to support your answer.

2

[2 marks]

‘School!’ his mother called from downstairs. ‘Get a move on, David!’
Reluctantly, he put down the triangular patch of white cotton he had intended
for a sail at the prow of his ship. He wished he could stay all day with his model
in its glass cocoon but he knew from experience that his mother would make
him face school – and Rick – whatever excuse he invented. He’d previously tried
claiming to be ill with most infectious diseases known to mankind, ranging from
flu to (on one particularly desperate occasion) plague, but somehow, after clucking
sympathetically, his mother always prescribed breakfast and a bracing walk to
school as the cure. Heaven help him if he ever was really sick.
What conclusions had David come to about what his mother’s decision
would be?

[1 mark]

Give evidence from the text to support your answer.

23
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3
The hut was just as Bernard Taverner had left it when he went out with an Indian
friend to look for the blue water-lily whose leaves were used as a painkiller. His collecting
boxes and specimen jars, his plant press and dissecting kit and microscope, were
all stacked neatly on his work table. His carpentry tools were hung carefully on the
wooden wall; on the other side of the hut was the tackle for the boat. The khaki sheet
still lay folded on his hammock as though he expected to return to sleep that night.
And in shelves made from palm-wood planks were rows of old books – books on
natural history, books on exploration and all the well-known classics.

What might Mr Taverner’s occupation be?
Give evidence from the text to support your answer.

4

[2 marks]

‘My pigeons, you’ve cooked my pigeons!’
‘Your father’s pigeons,’ her mother corrected her. She was prepared, ready for
battle.
‘We’ve had pigeon before,’ said Mum calmly. ‘Your dad doesn’t give them an
old age pension, does he, when they’re past it? They go in the pot.’
‘But Dad chooses. Dad decides,’ said Mary.
‘And Dad’s not here.’
‘You killed Ruby,’ Mary’s voice rose. ‘Ruby!’
‘I just took the nearest.’
‘But Ruby had a squeaker, a baby. And you killed her.’
‘I’ve got a baby too. Your sister, Doreen. Isn’t she more important than a
pigeon?’
Her logic infuriated Mary. ‘You’d no right! No right to take them!’
Her mother turned on her. ‘I had every right, my girl! It’s my job to feed this
family, my job is to find food. Your sister has the right to eat. And so do I,
because if I starve, Doreen starves.’
How do you think Mary feels when she realises her mum has cooked one of
her racing pigeons?

[2 marks]

Explain one feeling, using evidence from the text to support your answer.

24
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5

He struck a match. There was a candle on the table and he lighted it.
By its thin little glimmer the children saw a large bare kitchen with a
stone floor. There were no curtains, no hearth-rug. The chairs were
in one corner and the pots, pans, brooms and crockery in another.
There was no fire, and the black grate showed cold, dead ashes.
In the dining room there was a muddled maze of dusty furniture. There was a
table certainly, and chairs, but there was no supper.
And in each room was the same kind of blundering
half arrangement of furniture, but there was nothing
to eat; even in the pantry there were only a rusty
cake-tin and a broken plate.

Glossary

• hearth-rug rug on the floor in
front of an open fire (the hearth)
to protect the floor
• pantry cool storage cupboard for
food and crockery

What does the text tell you about the last
occupants of the house? Explain two things, using evidence from the text to
support your answer.

6

[2 marks]

The tractor was ploughing faster and he was turning faster on the headlands too.
Father was falling further and further behind all the time. There were nothing he
could do about it. But he kept going and talking to the horses as he ploughed,
sweetening them on like he always did. Go on then Joey. Giddyup. There’s a boy.
Good old girl Zoey. The crowd were on Father’s side, most of them anyways.
Everyone loves a loser I thought and there was tears coming in my eyes and I
couldn’t stop them neither. They were all clapping and whistling and cheering
him every time he turned. So was I. But it didn’t do Father nor the horses much
good. I wanted to run off. I didn’t ever want to look but I had to. I was there at
the end of the furrow each time Father came back and he would give us a smile
and I would try to give as good a one back. That weren’t at all easy I can tell you.
[3 marks]
What can you infer about how the narrator was feeling while his father was
trying to plough as fast as the tractor? Explain two feelings, using evidence from
the text to support your answer.

Top tips
•
•
•
•
•

Find clues about characters, events or the plot that will help you answer the question.
Put all the clues together and add them to the information you already know.
Try to empathise with the central character(s). What would you do? How would you feel?
Quote directly from the text, or paraphrase the text, to support your answer.
Use the number of answer lines as guidance for how much you should write.
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Understanding more about texts
To achieve the higher score, you need to find and explain how
information is linked and contributes to the meaning of the whole text.

What you need to know
• Every piece of information given contributes to the meaning
of the whole text.
• The meaning of the text is what it is telling you.
• All the texts in this section are non-fiction.

Let’s practise
Dragons are often believed to have major spiritual significance. In many
Asian cultures dragons were revered as representative of the primal
forces of nature, religion and the universe. They are associated with
wisdom – often said to be wiser than humans – and longevity. They are
commonly said to possess some form of magic or other supernatural power
and are often associated with wells, rain and rivers. In some cultures,
they are also said to be capable of human speech and in some traditions
dragons are said to have taught humans to talk.

Glossary
• revered respected
• primal essential
• longevity long life

Give two reasons why dragons are
revered in some cultures.

1

Read the question and read it again.
What is it asking?

The question is asking why dragons are revered in some
cultures. Revered is in the glossary: it means respected. So the
question is asking why dragons are respected.

2

Read the text and find some reasons
why dragons are respected.

It says they are associated with wisdom and thought to be
wiser than humans, which would make them respected.

3

Keep reading. The question asks for
two reasons.

They are said to possess some form of magic or supernatural
power, which would make them powerful and respected.

4

Write your answer using both reasons.

Dragons are respected in some cultures because they are
thought to be wiser than humans and possess magical powers.

5

Check your answer.

38
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Try this
1

Pizza, or one of its forms, has been a basic part of the
Mediterranean diet since the Stone Age. This earliest form of pizza
was crude bread that was baked beneath the stones of the fire. After
cooking, it was seasoned with a variety of different toppings and
was believed to have been used instead of plates and utensils to
mop up broth or gravies. Some say that the idea of using bread as
a plate came from the Greeks who ate flat round bread baked with
an assortment of toppings. It was eaten by the working man and
his family because it was a thrifty and convenient food. In the sixth
century BC, at the height of the Persian Empire, it is said that the
soldiers of Darius the Great, accustomed to lengthy marches, baked
a kind of bread flat upon their shields and then covered it with
cheese and dates.
Although you’d find many types of pitta or pizzas around the
Mediterranean, it is in Naples that pizza in the form we know it today
first emerged, after the tomato appeared on the table in the 1700s.

Explain why pizza was so popular in the past.

2

Glossary
• thrifty cheap
[1 mark]

Harthover had been built at 90 different times and in 90 different
styles and looked as if somebody had built a whole street of
houses of every imaginable shape and then stirred them together
with a spoon.
For the attics were Anglo-Saxon. The third floor Norman. The
second, Cinquecento. The first floor, Elizabethan. The right wing,
Pure Doric. The centre, Early English, with a huge portico copied
from the Parthenon. The left wing, pure Boeotian, which the
country folk admired most of all because it was just like the new
barracks in the town, only three times as big. The grand staircase
was copied from the Catacombs at Rome. The back staircase from
the Taj Mahal at Agra. The cellars were copied from the caves of
Elephanta. The offices from the Pavilion at Brighton.
Use evidence from the text to explain the line Harthover looked as if
somebody had … stirred them together with a spoon.

Glossary
• Cinquecento
from the 1500s
• Boeotian from
a region of
Greece called
Boeotia
[2 marks]
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3

The Eden Project is an exciting attraction where you can explore your relationship
with nature, learn new things and get inspiration from the world around you.
Top 10 reasons to visit the Eden Project
Here’s some of what you’ll find when you visit:
•

The world’s largest rainforest in captivity with steamy jungles and waterfalls.

•

Cutting-edge architecture and buildings.

•

Stunning garden displays all year round.

•

World-class sculpture and art.

•

Evening gigs, concerts and an ice rink in the winter.

•

Educational centre and demonstrations to inspire all ages.

•

Brilliant local, fairly traded food in the restaurants and cafés.

•	
A rainforest canopy walkway, where you can take

a stunning walk among the treetops.
•

Living example of regeneration and sustainable living.

•

Free ride on our land train, often pulled by a tractor.

Glossary
• sustainable using
resources carefully

[2 marks]
What is meant by the sentence you can explore your relationship with
nature?
Give evidence from the text to explain how you can do this at the Eden Project.

Top tips
•
•
•
•

Remember to use the glossary for words in bold.
Remember to answer both parts of the question.
Explain in your own words; do not just copy sentences from the text.
When you are asked for evidence, find things that are in the text. You can
copy these.
• Make sure your evidence relates to the point you are making.
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4

In 1966, a farmer in Tully, Australia, allegedly spotted what he called a ‘flying
saucer’ rising up from a swampy area of land. When he went to investigate the
site, he came across a flattened circular area of grassland that he
assumed had been caused by the saucer.
This is claimed to be the first spotting of a crop circle
and sparked further reports of sightings over the
decades, many in England, peaking particularly in the
1980s and 1990s, gaining mass-media attention.
In 1991, two men named Bower and Chorley confessed to being the creators
of dozens of crop circles across the UK, saying they wanted the public to believe
that aliens were responsible.
Since this confession, crop circles have generally made headlines for their
incredible sizes, designs and complexity and it is assumed they are the work of
human artists, not extraterrestrial ones.
Underline two groups of words that show many people were interested in these [2 marks]
crop circles.

5

Underline two different words that might persuade a reader that this bicycle
is a good purchase.

[1 mark]

Top tips
• Read the question carefully and check how many words or phrases it is
asking you to underline.
• When it asks for only one word, do not underline any other words.
• Use a ruler when underlining.
41
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