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4

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Achieve Reading: The Expected Standard – Revision

In this book you will find all the activities and information you need to 

achieve the expected standard in the Key Stage 2 Reading test.

About the Key Stage 2  
Reading National Test
The test will take place in the summer term in Year 6. It will be done in 
your school and will be marked by examiners – not by your teacher. 

In the test you will be given a booklet containing a range of texts 
and another booklet for your answers. The texts will be from fiction, 
non-fiction and poetry. The first text will be the easiest and the last 
text will be the most challenging. The texts and questions will be very 
similar to the texts that you have been reading in school. You will have 
one hour to read the texts and complete the answer booklet. 

The test is worth a total of 50 marks.

• Some questions ask you to find the answer in the text. These 

questions are usually worth 1 mark. These make up 44–66 % of 

the marks.

• Some questions ask you to write a short answer. These questions 

are usually worth 2 marks. They make up 20–40 % of the marks.

• Other questions ask you to write a longer answer. These are 

worth 3 marks. They make up 6–24 % of the marks.
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INTRODUCTION

Before the test •  Try to revise little and often, rather than in long sessions.

• Choose a time of day when you are not tired or hungry.

• Choose somewhere quiet so you can focus.

• Revise with a friend. You can encourage and learn from each other.

• Read the ‘Top tips’ throughout this book to remind you of important 

points in answering test questions.

• Use the advice given in this book when you are reading your own 

reading book. Ask yourself some of the questions as you read along.

• KEEP READING all kinds of non-fiction, fiction and poetry texts.

During the test • READ THE QUESTION AND READ IT AGAIN.

• If you find a question difficult to answer, move on; you can always 

come back to it later.

• Always answer a multiple-choice question. If you really can’t work 

out an answer, read the text again and try to think of the most 

sensible response.

• Check to see how many marks a question is worth. Have you written 

enough to ‘earn’ those marks in your answer?

• Read the question again after you have answered it. Check you have 

done what the question asked you to do.

• If you have any time left at the end, go back to the questions you 

have missed.

Where to get help

• Pages 8–58 will help you develop the skills you need to achieve a 

scaled score of 100 in the test.

• Page 59 contains a glossary to help you understand key terms 

about writing, reading and grammar.

• Pages 60–61 provide the answers to the ‘Try this’ questions.

Test techniques
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How to use this book

2

1 Introduction – This section introduces each assessable element 

so you know what you need to achieve. 

2 What you need to know – Important facts about the 

assessable elements are given in this section. Read them carefully. 

Words in purple are defined in the glossary at the back of the book.

3 Let’s practise – This section includes short extracts from the 

types of text you can expect to find in the Key Stage 2 Reading 

National Test, as well as an example question. Follow the steps 

carefully and work through the example.

38

LANGUAGE AND MEANING

Understanding texts

•  Every piece of information given contributes to the meaning of the 

whole text.

•  The meaning of the text is what it is telling you.

What you need to know

To achieve the expected standard, you need to find information and 
explain how it links to the meaning of the whole text.

Let’s practise

Menorca is one of the Balearic Islands located in the Mediterranean Sea 
belonging to Spain. The name ‘Menorca’ actually means ‘windy island’. 
Menorca is the first place in Spain to see sunrise each day and has over 
300 sunny days every year. It has more than 100 sandy beaches and it has 
beautiful crystal clear waters. The island is home to around 99,000 people 
and they host over 1 million visitors every year.  

Why do so many people visit Menorca 
each year? 
Give two reasons.

Read the question and read it again. What is it 
asking?

Read the text again and look for something a visitor 
to the island would like.

Continue reading the whole passage to find 
something that would really attract so many people.

Write this answer down.

Choose one of your facts and write a second answer. 
Then, check your answers.

The question is asking you to say why lots of 
people visit Menorca.

It is located in the Mediterranean Sea.

It has lots of sunny days every year, which would 
be nice.

lots of sunny days

sandy beaches

2

3

4

6

1

Read the text again and find another reason. There are lots of sandy beaches and clear water.5
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INTRODUCTION

4 Try this – Practise answering the questions for yourself. 

5 Glossary – A glossary for some practice tests is provided to 

help with tricky words.

6 Top tips – These hints help you to do your best. Use them well.

X

45

LANGUAGE AND MEANING

Read the question and read it again. What is it 
asking?

What type of text is it? 

The question is asking you to identify the purpose 
of the text.

It is a playscript and it is about the three witches 
from the text ‘Macbeth’.

1

2

Why do we have a playscript? It is the words for characters to say in a play 
to be performed for an audience. It normally 
entertains the audience.

3

Could there be any other answers? 

Check your answer and all possible answers.  

Tick the box that says ‘to entertain’.

No. It is not summarising the events, giving 
information like a non-fiction text or contrasting 
(comparing) events.

4

6

5

 
Act 1, Scene 1. A deserted place 
Enter three witches.

First witch: When shall we three meet again?  
In thunder, lightning or in rain?

Second witch: When the hurly-burly’s done.
 When the battle’s lost and won.
First witch: Where the place? 
Second witch: Upon the heath.
Third witch: There to meet with Macbeth.
All: Fair is foul and foul is fair.  

Hover through the fog  
and filthy air!

Exit

• hurly-burly 
confusion /chaos

• heath moorland

Glossary

What is the purpose of this playscript?

Tick ✔ one.

to summarise 

to entertain 

to inform 

to contrast events 

Let’s practise
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12

COMPREHENSION

Explaining words in context

•  Some words or groups of words can mean different things 

depending on the context in which they are written.

• Quotes from the text can be used to support your answer.

• Questions may require understanding of synonyms or antonyms.

What you need to know

Read the question and read it again. What is it 
asking? 

What do we know about the other insects? Read 
around the sentence.

In this situation, what might they want to do?

Write these words in the sentence to see if they 
make sense.

Answer the question.  Then, check your answer.

The question is asking you to explain the 
meaning of extricate.

They are surrounded by ants. They don’t want  
to die.

They might try to get out or escape.

The efforts the poor little creatures made to 
escape from such a death were wonderful.

Extricate tells me that the creatures are trying to 
escape or get away from the ants.

1

2

3

4

5

What does the word extricate tell you about the 
actions of the other insects?

Let’s practise

One day, my attention was drawn to many insects and some lizards rushing 
across a bare piece of ground. A little way behind, every stalk and leaf was 
blackened by ants. The swarm divided itself and descended on an old wall. 
By this means they surrounded many insects; the efforts the poor little 
creatures made to extricate themselves from such a death were wonderful.

• Look to see if the definition of the word or the group of words is in the text. 
• Pay attention to the words around it. Sometimes, these words will tell you 

the definition or give you clues about the definition.

Top tips

• swarm collective 
noun for a group 
of insects

Glossary

To achieve the expected standard, you need to explain 
the meaning of words in context. 
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COMPREHENSION

1 14th June. The day she moved away. I could barely stand to read the 
words. The tear-stained words. As I put down my diary, a new tear began 
to slowly trickle down my cheek. I couldn’t believe she’d been gone for 
a whole year. My best friend. More importantly, I couldn’t believe how 
much my life had changed since she’d gone. Now, she was coming back.  
I should be happy but something was niggling at me.

We had so many happy memories together but each time I tried to  
picture her face, it was blurry. Each time I tried to hear her laugh, it was 
faint and faded. When I tried to remember the time we spent together, 
it all sort of  smudged into a blot. It seemed corroded by time. New 
memories were invading her space in my mind. I felt so guilty. 

 

What does the word smudged tell you about the girl’s memory of [1 mark]

her friend?

2 While the majority of diagnoses of myopia in children used to 
happen around puberty, increasing numbers of children are needing 
glasses younger and younger.

And it’s children from comfortable backgrounds who are driving this 
increase. Why? In part, because they are wealthy enough to have 
access to all those seductive screens and gadgets, says Joanne Hancox, 
a consultant in paediatrics at London’s Moorfields Eye Hospital.

Why has the word seductive been used to describe screens and gadgets? [1 mark]

3 Eva’s report was, as it always was, first rate and outstanding. She had worked 
hard in her first school and now she was proving to be a big hit too at her 
new secondary school. Eva liked to show off and brag about her grades. You 
could never say that Eva or her work was inconspicuous.

The trouble was, Eva was not impressed with her report. She always focused 
on things she didn’t do so well and now she was dwelling on the comment, 
‘Eva likes music lessons’. To Eva, ‘like’ wasn’t good enough!

Use evidence from the text to explain why You could never say that Eva or  [1 mark]

her work was inconspicuous.

Try this

• corroded 
destroyed or 
weakened 
gradually

Glossary

• myopia short-
sightedness

• paediatrics 
branch of 
medicine for 
babies, children 
and young 
people

Glossary
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6

MAKING INFERENCES

Making inferences

• Writers often use clues to imply meaning in texts.

•  A good reader works like a detective, using these clues to work out 

missing information. You need to add this information to what you 

already know in order to make sense of the text.

• Give evidence or use quotes if they support your answer.

What you need to know

Let’s practise

To achieve the expected standard, you need to make inferences  
from the text. 

I remember the Captain as if it were yesterday, as he came plodding to 
the inn door, his sea chest following behind in a hand-barrow, a tall, 
strong, heavy, nut-brown man, his tarry pigtail falling over the shoulder 
of his soiled blue coat, his hands ragged and scarred, with black, broken 
nails, and the sabre cut across one cheek, a dirty, livid white.

What does the Captain’s appearance tell you 
about his character? Give two examples.

Read the question and read it again. What is 
it asking?

What does the text tell you about the 
Captain’s appearance?

Do you think this is the usual appearance of a 
captain? 

What do the scars tell you?

Answer the question about the Captain’s 
character with evidence from the text.

The question is asking you to infer the Captain’s 
character from the information about his appearance.

He is tall with brown skin. His clothes are dirty. His hands 
are ragged and scarred. He has a scar across his cheek.

Captains are usually well dressed and clean. 

He has been involved in fights.

1. He doesn’t care about how he looks because he is 
dirty. It says his coat is soiled, and his hands are 
ragged and scarred, with black, broken nails.

2. He is a fighter because he has scars on his cheek and 
on his hands.

1

2

3

4

5

• tarry coated 
in tar

Glossary

Check your answer.
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MAKING INFERENCES

1 The dragons thrashed around wildly in the surf,  
gagging and choking, with their eyes  
popping, their tails causing such tidal  
waves that the boys were soaked,  
even though they were scrambling away  
from the headland as fast as they could.

Finally, with some last heaving shudders and grim gurgles,  
both mighty beasts lay still in the water.

There was silence.

The boys stopped running. They stood gasping for breath,  
watching the motionless beasts with dread. The boys’ dragons, which were flying 
some way ahead of the boys, also turned, and hung still in the air.

Why do you think the boys watched the dragons with dread? [1 mark]

2 One Careful Owner (rumoured to be  
Queen Boudicca of  the Iceni)
Low Mileage
Two or Four Horsepower
Wheels with Sharp Knives (if  required)
5 months Road Tax
Blood-Red Bodywork
inlaid with Roman Bones

What does the description of the chariot tell you about its condition?  [2 marks]

Give two examples.

1. 

2. 

Try this

• Boudicca queen of the Celtic Iceni, 
a tribe living in the East of England 
before the Roman invasion

• horsepower an old-fashioned 
measurement of power

Glossary

• Be a detective. Find clues that help you fill in the missing information. 
• Put all the clues together and add them to the information you know.
• Try to empathise with a central character. What would you do?  

How would you feel?
• Use a quote from the text or use your own words to support your answer.

Top tips
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MAKING INFERENCES

From this poem, you can tell that … 

 Tick 4 one.
the narrator is an adult dragon. 
the mother is easygoing. 
the narrator has a good roar. 
the narrator is not confident. 

Let’s practise

Monday
Polished my scales
till they shone like the sea.
Pity Ma won’t let me paint my claws.
Tried trampling the ground –
it didn’t look bad, but
I’m not too happy about my roars.

Tuesday
Measured my wings
on the door of the cave
still only a measly ten feet long.
I’m trying to master
that flick of the tail
that knocks a knight down, however strong.

Read the question and read it again. What is it 
asking?

Read the poem again. Read all the choices then look 
at the first choice again. Does the poem tell you who 
the narrator is?

The question is asking you to infer one thing 
about the poem.

No. I will need to use inference to answer the 
question.

1

2

Gather any clues that tell you the narrator may be an 
adult dragon.

You can eliminate the first choice. Read on. Is the 
mother easygoing? 

Does the dragon have a good roar?

Is there any evidence that the dragon is not 
confident?

Eliminate the first three choices and tick the last one.

Check you have ticked one box.

It does not. It gives clues that it is a young 
dragon, such as it wants to paint its claws and 
measure its wings. 

No. She won’t let the narrator paint its claws.

No. It is not happy about its roar.

It says its wings aren’t long enough and that it’s 
trying to master knocking down a knight, which 
means it can’t do it yet.

the narrator is not confident. 4

3

4

5

6

7

8
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MAKING INFERENCES

3 Are your children peaky and thin?
Too many late nights? Too much telly?
Forest air and a fattening diet
Will very soon put things right.

A week or two at Sweetmeat Cottage
Is bound to make them scrumptiously chubby.
Children just love my gingerbread house,
My liquorice doors and chimneys.

There’s everything here to delight a child,
And one kind lady to see to their needs –
For I love children, tasty little darlings!
Apply without delay.

What are the intentions of the narrator of this poem? Tick 4 one. [1 mark]

To look after children. 

To give parents a break. 

To eat children. 

To give children a holiday. 

4 At first it may seem odd that people would want to live close to a volcano. After all, 

volcanoes have a nasty habit of  exploding, discharging liquid rock, ash, poisonous 

gases and generally doing things that kill people. Yet, throughout history, people 

have deliberately chosen to risk all those hazards and live near them, even on the 

slopes of  active volcanoes that have erupted within living memory.

After thousands of  years, volcanic rocks become rich in minerals and when they 

break down they form rich soils. Farmers are able to grow a wide variety of  produce 

including grapes, vegetables, orange and lemon trees and herbs.

The heat from underground steam is used to drive turbines and produce electricity, 

or to heat water supplies that are then used to provide household heating and hot 

water. In addition, tourism creates jobs in shops, restaurants, hotels, tourist centres 

and national parks.

Why do people choose to live near volcanoes? [1 mark]

 Tick 4 one.

Volcanoes are dangerous but attractive. 

Fertile soil is created as a result of volcanic eruptions. 

People use the liquids and gases from volcanoes. 

Houses, roads and buildings can be covered with ash. 

Try this
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LANGUAGE AND MEANING

Understanding texts

•  Every piece of information given contributes to the meaning of the 

whole text.

•  The meaning of the text is what it is telling you.

What you need to know

To achieve the expected standard, you need to find information and 
explain how it links to the meaning of the whole text.

Let’s practise

Menorca is one of the Balearic Islands located in the Mediterranean Sea 
belonging to Spain. The name ‘Menorca’ actually means ‘windy island’. 
Menorca is the first place in Spain to see sunrise each day and has over 
300 sunny days every year. It has more than 100 sandy beaches and it has 
beautiful crystal clear waters. The island is home to around 99,000 people 
and they host over 1 million visitors every year.  

Why do so many people visit Menorca 
each year? 
Give two reasons.

Read the question and read it again. What is it 
asking?

Read the text again and look for something a visitor 
to the island would like.

Continue reading the whole passage to find 
something that would really attract so many people.

Write this answer down.

Choose one of your facts and write a second answer. 
Then, check your answers.

The question is asking you to say why lots of 
people visit Menorca.

It is located in the Mediterranean Sea.

It has lots of sunny days every year, which would 
be nice.

lots of sunny days

sandy beaches

2

3

4

6

1

Read the text again and find another reason. There are lots of sandy beaches and clear water.5
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1 It was the best day ever! I went with my children, both boys, aged 10 and 13, 
and there was so much for both of them to do!

We had an amazing time. My children want to go every weekend!

My youngest loves animals. He adored the zoo and the petting farm. It’s a 
must for younger children and animal lovers.

My eldest and his friends love the rides. They’ve been time and time again. The 
rides are fantastic. They love it!

According to the text, what makes the zoo an amazing place?   [2 marks]

Give two reasons.

1. 

2. 

2 There is more than one way to have a successful school day, but a  

great way is to be well prepared. The first thing you should do  

is complete your homework the night before. Don’t try to  

do your work in the morning, it will be too stressful and you  

may not have enough time. Next, you need to go to bed at a  

reasonable time. If  you stay up too late, you will not be able  

to focus in class and you may even fall asleep. Lastly, you should  

wake up early. This will give you time to get ready and feel good  

about yourself, and you’ll also be able to get something to eat  

before the day begins. So remember, one way to have a successful  

school day is to do your homework the night before, go to bed early,  

and wake up early. Have a great day!

Identify two ways the text says you can help yourself have a successful  [2 marks]

school day.

1. 

2. 

Try this

• Read the whole of the text again before selecting an answer.
• Once you have found one answer check that this answers the question.
• Read through the passage again to find the second answer.
• Check you have written two different answers on each line.

Top tips
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Find and copy the group of words that tells you that 
Hiccup has new responsibilities now he is growing up.

Let’s practise

Where do we find Hiccup at the start of the film?
In this film there’s more adventure and more challenges. Now everyone in Berk, 
even Hiccup’s father, old Stoick, has a dragon. But Hiccup is dealing  
with the obligations of manhood, which are starting to pile up.

We meet some extraordinary new dragons in the film. Can you say 
anything about the Alpha, the creature at the top of the dragon 
hierarchy?
The Alpha is the king of all dragons and it’s massive. What’s cool is 
that instead of breathing fire like most dragons, it breathes ice and is 
pretty amazing.

What can you tell us about the plot and Hiccup’s journey this time around?
Hiccup finds out that there is someone else who has the ability to control 
dragons. It turns out it is his mother, Valka, who he has not seen since he was 
a baby. He meets her, and his dad Stoick is reconnected with his long-lost love, 
the woman he thought was gone forever.

Read the question and read it again. What is it 
asking?

Read the text and find where he talks about Hiccup’s 
responsibilities.

The question is asking you to find the words that 
tell us that Hiccup has new responsibilities now he 
is growing up.

It is in the answer to the first interview question, 
where he talks about obligations.

1

2

What about the ‘now he is growing up’ part of the 
question?

That is a reference to his manhood.3

So, what is the group of words you need to underline?

Remember to check that you haven’t underlined any 
extra words.

obligations of manhood4

5
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3 When a river receives a lot of extra water it may flood. During a flood there is 
plenty of water, and most people wouldn’t think that dehydration was a serious 
risk, but flood waters are mostly polluted and not safe to drink.
People who drink the contaminated water may suffer from 
illnesses or diseases such as typhoid. You can prepare for 
flooding by filling many containers with fresh, clean drinking 
water. You can also use sandbags to protect your house and to 
soak up the water. Be prepared and be safe.

What does the text say is the surprising risk to humans when rivers flood?   [1 mark]

 Tick 4 one.

pollution 

dehydration 

contamination 

flooding 

4 
Your heart is a muscular organ, which, unlike other muscles, 

never gets tired.

Your heart is located a little to the left of  the middle of  your 

chest, and it’s about the size of  your fist. The heart muscle is 

special because of  what it does.

The heart acts like a pump because it transports blood around 

your body. The blood provides your body with the oxygen and 

nutrients it needs. It also carries away waste.

Your heart is divided into four parts called chambers. The two 

upper chambers are called atria. They are joined to two lower 

chambers, called ventricles. The right side of  your heart receives 

blood from the body and pumps it to the lungs. The left side 

of  the heart does the exact opposite: it receives blood from the 

lungs and pumps it out to the body.

Find and copy the group of words that tells you what makes the heart such a  

special muscle. [1 mark]

Try this

• typhoid a disease 
that causes a fever

Glossary

• nutrients things that 
are needed for life

Glossary
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