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     Before sharing
Talk about the meaning of:

penny whistle       happy       sad

 Look at the front cover of the book 
together. Read the title out loud and 
talk about what might happen in  
the story.

Reading Planet Notes

      About this book
This wordless book is designed to get your 
child ready for reading. You can use it to 
introduce:

 the parts of a book (front cover,  
back cover, blurb, etc.)

 the correct order for reading a book  
(front cover, the internal pages from  
left to right, front to back, etc.)

 how to talk about a story and  
retell it.

After sharing, go to the back of 
the book for more ideas!

Ready-to-read activity

Say the story title (The Happy Whistle) 
tapping a beat for each syllable of the title 

for your child to copy. Then try slowing down 
and speeding up the rhythm and saying  

the title in different tones of voice  
for your child to copy.

In this story, Jess plays her penny whistle 
to cheer up her school friends: Alpa who 
is missing her mum; Shad who is still 
hungry at snack time; Tommy who has 
broken his toy rocket; Mia who has hurt 
her knee; and Lok and Obi who  
both want to ride on the same bike.
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Try these activities with your child:

 Listen to some happy music and 
paint a picture to show how the 
music makes you feel.

 Tell your child the traditional story of 
The Pied Piper. Talk about the ways 
in which this story is similar to The 
Happy Whistle.

 Sing, dance or play your own  
   instruments.

Ready-to-read tip

Read to your child every day or as 
often as you can. Reading stories 

to your child is one of the best 
ways to help your child develop 

their own reading skills.

         While sharing   
 Go through the story together, talking  
about what is happening on each page.

 Ask your child questions about the 
illustrations as you go through the book. 
For example, on page 2, ask Why do you 
think this girl is sad? 

 Talk about how the music cheers all the 
characters up. Imagine what kind of 
tunes Alpa is playing. 

With thanks to the schools that took part in the development of Reading Planet, including: Fairway Primary School, 
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Talk about the book
Ask your child these questions:

1 What instrument does Jess play?

2 Does Jess play sad music or happy music?

3 What were the other children sad about?

4  What do the children do when Jess plays music 
to them?

5 What things cheer you up the most?

6     Have you ever tried to cheer someone up? 
What did you do?

Can your child retell the story using their own words?
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