
Making Music
What sounds can you make 

with shakers, bells and drums?

LILAC

Wordless information book

www.risingstarsreadingplanet.com

LILAC

More books 

in the series

Level 0 

Phonics Phase 1

Making 
Music

Gill Budgell

4_MM_CVR.indd   All Pages 01/06/2016   13:16



8

Before sharing 
Talk about the meaning of:

instruments   shakers   bells   drums

 Look at the front cover of the book 
together. Read the title out loud and 
talk about the photo. What do you 
think the book is going to be about?

About this book
This wordless book is designed to get your 
child ready for reading. You can use it to 
introduce:

 the parts of a book (front cover, back 
cover, blurb, etc.)

 the correct order for reading a book  
(front cover, the internal pages from  
left to right, front to back, etc.)

 how to talk about an information  
book (e.g. how photos are used to  
tell us about the real world).

Ready-to-read activity

Clap or tap a rhythm on a table (or 
use a percussion instrument). Can 

your child copy the rhythm? Start with 
something simple and build it up to 

make it more challenging. 

Reading Planet Notes

In this book we see different types of 
percussion instruments from around 
the world: shakers, bells and drums. 
Think about the different sounds these 
instruments make and what they are 
made of.

After sharing, go to the back of 
the book for more ideas!

While sharing 
 Go through the book together, talking 
about what you can see on each page.

 Ask your child some questions about 
the photos as you go through the book. 
For example, on page 2, ask What kind 
of instruments are these? (shakers)  

 Talk about how to play the different 
instruments on each page and the  
    sounds that they make.

AFTER SHARING

Try these activities with your child:

 Make your own shaker, bell or drum.  
What will you use to make it? 

 Play some music with percussion instruments 
from around the world – for example,  
samba music from Brazil. Try dancing  
to this music or tapping to the beat.

 What other musical instruments can  
    you think of? 

Ready-to-read tip

Visit your local library with 
your child and allow them to 

choose books (both fiction and 
non-fiction) to read aloud and 

explore together at home.
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Talk about the book
Ask your child these questions:

1 Which instruments are at the beginning of the book?

2 Which are at the end?

3 Which instruments make a ringing sound?

4 How do you play the drums?

5 Have you ever played any of these instruments?

6 Which do you like best? Why?
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Before sharing 
Talk about the meaning of:

instruments   shakers   bells   drums

 Look at the front cover of the book 
together. Read the title out loud and 
talk about the photo. What do you 
think the book is going to be about?

About this book
This wordless book is designed to get your 
child ready for reading. You can use it to 
introduce:

 the parts of a book (front cover, back 
cover, blurb, etc.)

 the correct order for reading a book  
(front cover, the internal pages from  
left to right, front to back, etc.)

 how to talk about an information  
book (e.g. how photos are used to  
tell us about the real world).

Ready-to-read activity

Clap or tap a rhythm on a table (or 
use a percussion instrument). Can 

your child copy the rhythm? Start with 
something simple and build it up to 

make it more challenging. 

Reading Planet Notes

In this book we see different types of 
percussion instruments from around 
the world: shakers, bells and drums. 
Think about the different sounds these 
instruments make and what they are 
made of.

After sharing, go to the back of 
the book for more ideas!

While sharing 
 Go through the book together, talking 
about what you can see on each page.

 Ask your child some questions about 
the photos as you go through the book. 
For example, on page 2, ask What kind 
of instruments are these? (shakers)  

 Talk about how to play the different 
instruments on each page and the  
    sounds that they make.

AFTER SHARING

Try these activities with your child:

 Make your own shaker, bell or drum.  
What will you use to make it? 

 Play some music with percussion instruments 
from around the world – for example,  
samba music from Brazil. Try dancing  
to this music or tapping to the beat.

 What other musical instruments can  
    you think of? 

Ready-to-read tip

Visit your local library with 
your child and allow them to 

choose books (both fiction and 
non-fiction) to read aloud and 

explore together at home.
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