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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Achieve GPS: The Expected Standard – Revision
In this book you will find all the activities and information you need to
achieve the expected scaled score of 100 in the Key Stage 2 English
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GPS) tests.

About the Key Stage 2 Grammar,
Punctuation and Spelling
National Tests
The tests will take place in the summer term in Year 6. They will be
done in your school and will be marked by examiners – not by your
teacher.
The tests are divided into two papers:
Paper 1: questions – 45 minutes (50 marks)
• You will answer short questions about grammar, punctuation and
language strategies.
• Some questions will ask you to tick a box, circle or underline.
Other questions will ask you to add words to a sentence, or to
rewrite it making a change. You may be asked to explain why a
sentence is written in a particular way.
• The questions will include the language of grammar and
punctuation.
• Most questions are worth 1 mark, but you should check to make
sure before you answer each question in case you need to give
more than one answer.
• Spelling counts for questions that test tenses, plurals, suffixes and
contractions.
Paper 2: spelling – approximately 15 minutes (20 marks)
Twenty sentences will be read aloud to you, one at a time. You will be
asked to spell a particular word in each sentence. Some words may
require a correctly placed apostrophe.
• The words may be taken from the word lists for Years 1–6.
• Each correct answer is worth 1 mark.
4

442795_Ach_GPS_Revi_001-072.indd 4

4/24/18 5:54 PM

INTRODUCTION

Test techniques
Before the tests

•	Try to revise little and often, rather than in long sessions.
• Choose a time of day when you are not tired or hungry.
• Choose somewhere quiet so you can focus.
• Revise with a friend. You can encourage and learn from each other.
• Read the ‘Top tips’ throughout this book to remind you of important
points in answering test questions.
• Make sure that you know what the words in the glossary mean.

During the tests

• READ THE QUESTION AND READ IT AGAIN.
• If you find a question difficult to answer, move on; you can always
come back to it later.
• Always answer a multiple-choice question. If you really can’t work
out an answer, try to think of the most sensible response and read
the question again.
• Read the question again after you have answered it. Check you have
done what the question asked you to do.
• If you have any time left at the end, go back to the questions you
have missed.
Where to get help:
• Pages 69–70 contain a glossary to help you understand key terms
about grammar, punctuation and spelling.
• Pages 71–72 provide the answers to the ‘Try this’ questions.

5
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X
HOW
TO USE THIS BOOK

Xx to use this book
How
1 Introduction – This introduces each question strand. Each
strand has been broken down into smaller strands to help you.
Words in bold can be found at the back of the book in the glossary.

2 What you need to know – Important facts are given in this
section. Read them carefully. Words in bold are key words and those
in purple are also defined in the glossary at the back of the book.

3 Let’s practise – This gives an example question for you to read
through. Follow the steps carefully and work through the example.

GRAMMAR

Main clauses and subordinate clauses

1

To achieve the expected standard, you need to recognise and use main
and subordinate clauses.

What you need to know

2

• A clause is a part of a sentence with a verb in it.
• A main clause makes sense on its own.
• Two main clauses are joined together by the conjunctions so, or, but,
and.
• A subordinate clause is not a complete sentence. It includes a
subordinating conjunction (e.g. because, as, so, if, although, despite,
unless).
• The subordinate clause can appear before, inside or after a main clause.

Let’s practise

3

Underline the subordinate clause in the sentence below.
You can see bats flying when the evening begins to get dark.

1

Read the question and read it again. What is it
asking?

The question is asking you to identify the
subordinate clause.

2

A subordinate clause will not be a complete
sentence on its own. Check the first part of the
sentence, You can see bats flying.

This clause makes sense on its own so it is the
main clause.

3

Check the second part of the sentence, when the
evening begins to get dark.

This does not make sense on its own.

4

Check that you have only underlined the
subordinate clause.

You can see bats flying when the evening begins
to get dark.

26
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Xx
4 Try this – Practise answering the questions for yourself.
5 Top tips – These hints help you to do your best. Use them well.
Notebook – Use a notebook or a piece of paper.

GRAMMAR
X

4

Try this
1

Tick 4 the box to show the main clause in the sentences below.

Although I enjoy going to the cinema, my favourite activity is going to the museum.

My dad came into the room as I was jumping up and down on the sofa.

2

Tick 4 two boxes to show which of the sentences below contain a
subordinate clause.
Sentence

Subordinate clause

Freddie can run very well because he practises every day.
Laura likes to play football and she has a match most
weekends.
When Oscar goes on holiday, he swims in the sea.

3

Add the correct word to complete the subordinate clause in the sentences below.
although because

if

Amy goes to school on a bus
she lives too far away to walk.
they are not as popular as rabbits and guinea pigs, snakes make
interesting pets.
you have time please?

Could you hang the washing on the line

4

Which option correctly introduces the subordinate clause in the sentence below?
Circle the correct option.
furthermore

in addition

otherwise

even though

Edward wanted to go to school

5

he wasn’t feeling very well.

Underline the subordinate clause in each sentence below.

While you were playing outside, I finished my book.
We will go for a picnic unless it rains.

5

Top tips
• A subordinate clause begins with a subordinating conjunction such as while,
if, when, because (see pages 24–25 and 29).
• Does the clause make sense on its own? If so, it is a main clause. If not, it is a
subordinate clause.
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GRAMMAR

Adverbials
To achieve the expected standard, you need to identify and
construct an adverbial.

What you need to know
• An adverbial phrase tells us more about the verb.
• It tells us how, why, when or where an action is done.
• A fronted adverbial is often followed by a comma, for
example: Yesterday,’.

Let’s practise
Underline the adverbial phrase in the sentence below.
A swan has made a nest beside the river.

1

Read the question and read it again. What is it
asking?

The question is asking you to find the adverbial
phrase.

2

First, find the verb by identifying what is done in
the sentence.

Made is the verb.

3

Check if there is any information about how or why
it was made.

No, there is not.

4

Check if there is any information about when or
where it was made.

There is not any information about when, but it
does tell us where it was made: beside the river.

5

Check you have underlined all the words of the
adverbial phrase.

A swan has made a nest beside the river.

Top tip
• Use the same method each time so that you don’t forget one of the
questions to ask about the sentence, i.e. How? Why? When? Where?

14
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GRAMMAR

Try this
1

Tick 4 two boxes to show the sentences below that contain adverbial phrases.

		

Tick two.

They love watching funny cartoons.
Later that day we all shared a pizza.
We ran as fast as we could.
Our television is broken.

2

Circle the adverbial phrase in the sentence below.

We hope to see you by the end of the month.

3

Tick 4 one box to show which part of the sentence is an adverbial.

Everyone in our class has brought a picnic to eat in the new nature garden.

4

Rewrite the sentence below moving the adverbial phrase to the end. Remember to
punctuate your answer correctly.

More slowly than a snail, Josh put on his coat.

5

Tick 4 one box in each row to show whether the adverbial tells you when or where
something happens in the sentences below.
Sentence

When?

Where?

I’ll meet you outside the swimming pool.
Can you come at three o’clock?
After you have eaten your lunch, shall we
play football?
Alisha clapped her hands at the same
time as her sister.

15
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GRAMMAR

Subject and verb agreement
To achieve the expected standard, you need to make the subject
and verb in a sentence agree.

What you need to know
• In the present tense, regular verbs change according to how
many people are doing them (e.g. I am eating dinner. We are
eating dinner.).
• To be correct, you must know the difference between singular
(just one) and plural (more than one) subjects.

Let’s practise
Circle the correct words to complete the sentences below.
Miss Bennett is / are talking to the class.
Our team is / are trying hard to win the competition.
New flowers is / are appearing each day.

1

Read the question and read it again. What is it
asking?

The question is asking you to choose the correct
verb form to agree with the subject.

2

Identify the subject of the sentence. Decide
whether the subject is singular or plural.

Miss Bennett = 1 person, so singular.

3

If the noun refers to a group, it is likely to use a
singular verb form.

Our team = 1 team, so singular.

4

Check if the noun refers to a number of things,
1 flower, 2 flowers.

Flowers are plural, so use the plural form,
flowers are …

5

Check that you have circled a word for each
sentence.

Miss Bennett is / are talking to the class.
Our team is / are trying hard to win the
competition.
New flowers is / are appearing each day.

32
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GRAMMAR
X

Try this
1

Circle the correct words for the sentence below.

John is / are a fast runner so our school win / wins the championship each year.

2

Circle the correct form of the verb to complete the sentence.

My family prefer / prefers tea to coffee.

3

Tick 4 the sentences below that are correct.
The children is happy about the holidays.
Beth and Ben want to be scientists.
Wales is a country next to England.
Police officers has arrested the burglar.

4

Circle the correct subject to match the verb in this sentence.

We / He always goes to bed at 8 o’clock.

5

Match each subject with two correct verbs.
eat
it

believe

they

grows
does

Top tips
• Look out for nouns that refer to a set of things (e.g. a class, a collection, a
government). A family contains more than one person but it refers to one
family so it is singular, so My family is going on holiday not My family are
going on holiday.
• One person or thing + another person or thing = plural (e.g. Joe likes boats.
Joe and Sam like boats.).

33
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PUNCTUATION

Capital letters, full stops, exclamation
marks and question marks
To achieve the expected standard, you need to use capital letters,
full stops, exclamation marks and question marks in the right
places in sentences.

What you need to know
• Every sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with a full stop,
exclamation mark or question mark. (See page 22 for more information
about questions and exclamations.)
• Proper nouns require a capital letter (e.g. for names of places, people,
nationalities, days and months and brand names).

Let’s practise
Add the correct capital letters and full stops to
the passage below.
the dragon stepped out of its cave it opened its
mouth and gave a fiery breath

1

Read the question and read it again. What is it
asking?

The question is asking you to find beginnings
and endings of sentences.

2

Read the passage carefully to find the sentence
ending(s). Mark where each full stop should go.

the dragon stepped out of its cave. it opened its
mouth and gave a fiery breath.

3

Check that each sentence makes sense on its own.

the dragon stepped out of its cave.
it opened its mouth and gave a fiery breath.

4

Add capital letters to the first word of each sentence.

T
I
the dragon stepped out of its cave. it opened its
mouth and gave a fiery breath.

5

Check if there are any names of people, places or
brands in the sentence that would also need a
capital letter.

No, there are not.

6

Check your answer.

The dragon stepped out of its cave. It opened its
mouth and gave a fiery breath.

44
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PUNCTUATION
X

Try this
1

Add a tick 4 in each row to show what kind of punctuation is needed.
Sentence

?

!

.

What a lovely cake she made
What time does the race start
When you see Mark, please give him this letter

2 Add two full stops and two capital letters to the passage below.
a mouse appeared on the table charlie ran out of the kitchen

3

Rewrite the sentence below adding correct capital letters and punctuation.

where is ben

4

Underline the words that should have capital letters in the sentence below.

My brother, william, works for a large company called apple in america.

5

Which of the sentences below could use an exclamation mark?
Tick one.
I will meet you at break time
How dreadful it was
Please write your name at the top of the page
Are you ready

6

Add the correct punctuation to the sentences below.

Where do you live
Wherever we go, we always enjoy ourselves
When will we arrive
When we arrive, I want to explore
What a lucky goal she scored

Top tip
• Remember that all parts of proper nouns (e.g. Sally Smith, United Kingdom,
Rising Stars Limited ) need capital letters.
45
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PUNCTUATION
X

Commas
To achieve the expected standard, you need to use commas to mark
clauses or phrases.

What you need to know
• Commas are used to separate items in a list and to mark phrases
or clauses.

Let’s practise
Add a comma in the correct place to the sentence below.
After you have finished washing your hands you can have
your breakfast.

1

Read the question and read it again. What is it
asking?

The question is asking you to find where a
comma should go.

2

Read the sentence carefully to find where the
clauses meet.

There are two parts to this sentence and they
meet after hands.

3

Check that one part makes sense on its own.

After you have finished washing your hands 8
you can have your breakfast.4

4

Write the comma in the gap between hands and
you.

After you have finished washing your hands,
you can have your breakfast.

5

Check whether there is a list in the sentence.

No, there is no list.

6

Check your answer.

After you have finished washing your hands,
you can have your breakfast.

46
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PUNCTUATION
X

Try this
1

Tick 4 two boxes to show where the commas should go in the sentence below.

My favourite sports are football basketball tennis and athletics.

2

Add a comma to the sentence below.

Although Alma loves hamsters she is afraid of mice.

3

Tick 4 to show which sentence contains correctly placed commas.
Tick one.
Ashton lives in, America.
Mr Moreton, who is our new teacher, is great fun.
Stephanie plays guitar, piano, and violin.
If Marcus runs, his best he will win the race.

4

Add one comma to the sentence below.

Running as fast as they could the children escaped from the dragon’s lair.

5

Explain why a comma is used in the sentence below.

My dog likes chasing a ball, learning new tricks and sleeping by the fire.

6

Tick 4 two boxes to show the sentences where commas are used correctly.
Tick two.
Although we have studied this, before I can’t remember much about it.
If you like, we can get pizza for supper.
Unless you get up early, you will miss seeing the sun rise over the
mountain.
When you were little you used to do, funny little dances.

Top tips
• In a sentence that contains a relative clause (see page 28), the information
between the commas does not make sense on its own.
• In sentences that contain other types of subordinating conjunctions (see pages
24–25 and 29), the information on one side of a comma makes sense on its own.
The information on the other side of the comma does not make sense on its own.
• There should be no comma before the last item in a list.
47
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SPELLING

Prefixes and suffixes
To achieve the expected standard, you need to know how to add prefixes
and suffixes to words.

What you need to know
• Prefixes are added at the beginning of a root word (see page 55), and
suffixes at the end of a root word to make a new word. (See also pages 55–59 for
spelling rules about prefixes and suffixes.)
• Prefixes usually change the meaning of a word (e.g. agree – disagree).
• Suffixes usually change a word’s form (e.g. an adjective to a noun: clever – cleverness).

Let’s practise
Circle the prefix from the box that can be added to
both of the words below.
re-

dis-

mis-

un-

appear

satisfied

1

Read the question and read it again. What is it
asking?

The question is asking you to select the correct
prefix that can be added to both words.

2

Try out each prefix with both words to find the one
that makes sense.

reappear 4 resatisfied 8. Re- is not the answer.
disappear 4 dissatisfied 4.

3

Check the other options.

misappear 8 missatisfied 8 unappear 8
unsatisfied 4. So, dis is the answer.

4

Check your answer.

re

dis

mis

un

Try this
1

2

Make new words by adding a correct prefix and/or suffix to each word below.
Prefixes: un- dis-

re- sub-  Suffixes: -ness

-ment

conscious

forgive

organise

54

hate

like

arrange

-ly

Circle one prefix that can be added to both of these words.
dis-

3

agree

-ful

mis-

un- pre-

understand

take

Underline the suffixes in the words below.
employment
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SPELLING
X

Word families
To achieve the expected standard, you need to know words that share
the same root word or prefix.

What you need to know
• Many words are related in form and meaning; these are known as
word families.
• Words that belong to a family usually share a common root word or prefix.
For example:
sign signature design
auto automatic autobiography autonomous
science scientific
conscience unconscious

Let’s practise
Circle three words that belong to the same word family.
bicycle

bison

cycle

reappear

recycle

1

Read the question and read it again. What is it
asking?

The question is asking you to find three words
with a common root word.

2

Which parts of words are repeated?

re is repeated twice. bi is repeated twice. cycle is
repeated three times.

3

Check that the words you have chosen share a
meaning.

Cycle, bicycle and recycle all contain the idea of
turning through a process or position.

4

Check your answer.

bicycle

bison

cycle

reappear

recycle

Try this
1

Add another word to this word family.
patience

2

Write the root word for this word family.
poster

postage

3

Underline the two words that belong to
the word family of cent, meaning one
hundred.
ascent centurion century descent
scented

imposter
67
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