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Cracking Writing Year 1 · Unit 3
Talkabout 1

Owl Babies
Martin Waddell



Once there were three baby owls: Sarah, Percy and Bill. They lived in a hole
in the trunk of a tree with their Owl Mother. The hole had twigs and owl
feathers in it. It was their house.

One night they woke up and their
Owl Mother was GONE.
“Where’s Mummy?” asked Sarah.
“Oh, my goodness!” said Percy.
“I want my Mummy!” said Bill.


It was dark in the wood and they all
had to be brave, for things moved all
around them.
“She’ll bring us mice and things that
are nice,” said Sarah.
“I suppose so!” said Percy.
“I want my Mummy!” said Bill.
“Suppose she got lost,” said Sarah.
“Or a fox got her!” said Percy
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“I want my Mummy!” said Bill.
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The baby owls closed their owl eyes and wished their Owl Mother would
come.
AND SHE CAME.
Soft and silent she swooped through the trees to Sarah and Percy and Bill.
“Mummy!” they cried and they flapped and they danced and they bounced
up and down on their branch.
“What’s all the fuss?” their Owl Mother asked. “You knew I’d come back.”
“I knew it,” said Sarah.
“And I knew it!” said Percy
“I love my Mummy,” said Bill.
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Talkabout 2

Unit 3: Owl Babies
Name:

Class:

Date:

1. Tick the things that were in the owls’ hole.

mice

feathers

flowers

twigs

2.	Why did the baby owls have to be brave? Tick two reasons from the story.
They lived in a hole in a tree.
It was dark in the woods and things moved all around them.
They woke up and Owl Mother was gone.
Owl Mother swooped silently to her babies.
A fox had got Owl Mother.
3.	Why did the baby owls make so much fuss when Owl Mother got back?
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Unit 3 Writing an animal story
In this unit, children will:
• read an abridged version of a familiar story about animal characters
• explore the structure of the story in which a problem is identified and solved
• identify plurals and words we can use instead of said
• box up the story and write their own story in which a problem is identified and solved.

Stage 1: Talkabout
Activities:

Resources needed:

• Establish prior knowledge.

Shared copy of Talkabout 1 from
pages 32–33 (PDF/IWB/visualiser)







Model beginning to write a list on a ﬂipchart of ‘Things
that we are frightened of’, like the one to the right.
Start the list with things that scare you (real or not) and
tell children that everyone is scared of something. Being
scared is nothing to be embarrassed about.
Distribute sticky notes and ask children to write or draw
things that they are scared of – one idea to each sticky
note.

A ﬂipchart
Each child needs:
• sticky notes
• a copy of Talkabout 1 (some children may
benefit from this being enlarged to A3).

• Introduce the story Owl Babies. If children already know it,
allow them to share their opinions. You could find a video retelling of
this story online.

Things that we are frightened of:
Bad dreams



First you need the children just to listen.

Monsters



Play the audio/read the text of this version of Owl Babies.

Getting lost



Talk about what was the same and what was different from the
version in the video (if you use one).

• Distribute Talkabout 1.


Ask children to read the text while they listen to audio/you reading the text.

• Check that children understand some of the harder vocabulary: “trunk”, “twigs”, “swooped”, “bounced”, “fuss”. Ask
children to help you to use the words in sentences, e.g. Some tree trunks are so tall, you can’t see all the way to
the top.
• Together, talk about the text, e.g.


What were the baby owls scared about when they woke up?



Why did the owls think a fox might have got their mummy?

• Read the text aloud again yourself. Read more slowly so that children can begin to join in.


Demonstrate how you can underline the words that Bill says each time.



Ask the children to work with a partner and underline all the repetitions of “I want my Mummy.”

• As you reread the text, ask children to follow on their copies and to join in with the words they underlined.
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Stage 2: Talking about meaning and story structure
Activities:

Resources needed:

• Ask children to read as much of the story as they can to
a response partner, to revisit the text and build up their
confidence and ﬂuency in word reading. They should be
able to join in with the words they underlined at Stage 1:
“I love my Mummy,” said Bill.

Shared copy of the Talkabout 1 (PDF/
IWB/visualiser)

• Read the text aloud at a pace that allows more confident
readers to join in. Ask all children to follow their own text.
• Ask children to join in with Bill’s words. Ask them to
consider how he says the words each time. Is it always the
same?

Finding information in the story

Enlarged copy of Talkabout 2 from page 34
Scissors and glue
Each child needs:
• A3 paper
• copies of Talkabout 1 and Talkabout 2 (some
children may benefit from these being
enlarged to A3)
• coloured highlighters/pens/pencils.

• Introduce the activities on Talkabout 2.


Introduce them one at a time, reading the questions and modelling the strategies children will need to use.



Tell the children to work with a partner to find the answers.

Thinking about text structure
• Read the first section of the story aloud, with the children joining in where they can.




Establish that in this section we’re told who the characters in the story are (Sarah, Percy, Bill and Owl Mother)
and where the story takes place (in a tree in a wood).
Introduce the children to the word ‘introduction’ and explain that the introduction isn’t part of the action of
the story – it just tells you who the story is about.

• Read the second section of the story aloud, with the children joining in where they can.




Introduce the idea of a story problem: in many stories the characters have a problem which is solved in the rest
of the story. Explain that this section introduces the problem.
What is the problem the Owl Babies have? (Their mother has gone.)

• Read the third section of the story aloud, with the children joining in where they can.



The story problem gets worse as the baby owls try to be brave but find it very hard.
Ask children how they know the Owl Babies are scared (e.g. they’re imagining bad things that might have
happened to Owl Mother).

• Read the final section of the story aloud, with the children joining in where they can.


This is the story ending.


How is the problem in the story solved? (Owl Mother has come back.)



Is it a happy ending? (Yes – the baby owls are very happy to see their mother.)

• Read the whole story through, with children joining in with as much of the reading as they can.
• Ask children to cut the text into four sections and muddle them up.


Challenge children to work in pairs to reconstruct the text, sticking it back together on a new sheet of paper.



Talk about the strategies they used.



In order to verify that all children have the order correct, reread the text again, section by section, while the
children join in and follow the text.

• You could find a video retelling of the story and look at whether the characters, ending etc. are the same.
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Stage 3: Talking about the language and vocabulary
Activities:

Resources needed:

• Ask children to use their texts to retell the story of Owl
Babies to a response partner, using as much of the
language of the story as they can remember. If they try to
read the text, remind them to check that it makes sense to
them and to correct inaccurate reading.
• Reread the story aloud together. Ask the children join in or
follow on their copies.

Shared copy of Talkabout 1 (PDF/IWB/
visualiser)
Each child needs:
• their A3 organised text
• small whiteboards and pens.

Discussing plurals
• Can children tell you what a plural is? (More than one of something.)
• Write the words owl and owls on the board.
 Which one is the plural?
 Which one is the singular?
 Ask children how they can tell (e.g. if you say two owl it sounds wrong, but two owls sounds right. So owls is
more than one).
 How does the word change to show the plural? (‘s’ at the end of a word can mean there’s more than one.)
• Write other nouns/naming words from the text on the board. Write singular and plural forms each time (e.g. twig/
twigs; feather/feathers; tree/trees; hole/holes; fox/foxes; eye/eyes; branch/branches).
 Can children identify the difference between the singular and plural nouns/naming words each time? What is
it? (Usually ‘s’, but if the ending sounds like a buzzing /z/ or hissing sound /s/ or /sh/ we add -es.)
• Write the title of the story: Owl Babies. Can children tell you which of those nouns/naming words is plural? Show
them how Baby becomes Babies by swapping the y for an i before adding -es.
• Write the sentence: “She’ll bring us mice and things that are nice.”
 Think, pair, share: Can children find two plural naming words/nouns in the sentence? (“things” and “mice”.)
Remind them that some words don’t act like most of the others, so mice is the plural of mouse.

Discussing words we can use instead of said
• Model identifying and circling both examples of said in the second section of the text.
 Ask children to work in pairs to identify and circle other times they can see said in the text.
 Focus on section two again. Can children identify a different word that is used instead of said? (“asked”)
 Discuss when it is appropriate to use asked (e.g. to show it’s a question).
• Read the final section aloud to the children, asking them to raise their hands when they hear the word “cried”.
 In this context, does cried mean that the babies were crying? (No.) What does it mean? (E.g. It’s another way
of saying said.)
 Talk about why the author used cried instead of said (e.g. to show how happy the Owl Babies were; to tell you
how the Owl Babies said the words).
 In pairs, ask the children to say “Mummy!” to each other in the way they think the Owl Babies said it. Discuss
how they know how the Owl Babies spoke (e.g. cried tells you that they were excited).
• Ask children to reread the text with their partners, thinking about how each of the owls spoke each time.

Talking about when the action happens
• Reread the opening section. Ask children whether they think the story has already happened or whether it is
happening now. (It has already happened.)
• Explain that we know when stories have already happened because the words that tell you about the characters’
actions (verbs) often end with -ed.
 Can children identify an -ed word? (E.g. “asked”, “lived”, “closed”, “wished”, “swooped”, “cried”, “ﬂapped”.)
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• Say some sentences aloud and ask children to listen carefully and tell you whether they have already happened or
they are happening now, e.g.


Owls live in the woods.



The Owl Babies were in their nest.



Owl Mother swooped through the trees.



Baby owls are ﬂuffy.

• Write the sentences and read them aloud. Can children tell you which word (verb) lets you know when the action
takes place?

Dictation sentences
• Write the words Owl Mother, carried and Owl Babies on the board for the children to copy. Challenge them to
write: Owl Mother hunted for mice and carried them back home for her Owl Babies.


Ask children to make sure they have one full stop, and four capital letters.

• Write the sentences on the board, word by word, seeking suggestions and assistance from the children.


Ask children to check the accuracy of their sentences.

Stage 4: Getting ready to write
Activities:

Resources needed:

• Tell children that they are going to write their own story
about a baby animal whose problem is that they are
frightened of something.

Shared copy of Talkabout 1 (PDF/IWB/
visualiser)

• Revisit the ﬂipchart page you produced together about
fears at Stage 1.


Was the Owl Babies’ problem one of the fears listed?
(That something might happen to a main carer/the
carer might go away and not come back – avoid this
discussion if you have any children in the class who do
not live with one or both of their parents.)

• Show children the animal pictures you have and model
starting a list showing the types of fears a baby animal
might have and suggestions as to how they could be
solved, like the one to the right.
• Organise the children into groups. Ask each
group to:




make a chart showing some things that
baby animals might be scared of
write suggestions (there could be more
than one!) of ways to help the baby
animals to solve the problems.

• Choose a scribe for each group but remind
them that their job is to record words
suggested by all of the group.

Animal

Images of mothers and babies of creatures
such as kangaroos, fish, crocodiles, elephants,
horses
Each group needs:
• a ﬂipchart/large paper and marker pens
Each child needs:
• their copy of the text
• the ‘Getting ready to write’ sheet from
page 41 (some children may benefit from
this being enlarged to A3).

Frightened of

Ideas to help

Fish

Underwater caves

Get fish that make their own
lights to make the cave light

Elephant

Trees moving

Teach it to hear the noise of
the leaves as good music

Horse

The dark

Teach it to find out more about
the dark from animals who like
the dark

• Ask the scribe to read out ideas from their group.
• Pin the groups’ charts around the room so that all children can see them and use their information.
• Explain how ‘boxing up a story’ works:


You take an existing story.



You work out what information each section gives you.
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You write your new story using the same sections which give the same information.

• Distribute the ‘Getting ready to write’ sheet and talk through:


the boxes in the middle (which identify the structure of the story)



the boxes to the left (which explain what these sections contain in Owl Babies).

• Point out that this is a plan, so the information is not necessarily written in sentences and no description or detail
is given: it just reminds children of the ideas in each section.
• Model completing the first two boxes for one of the ideas from the children’s charts. Take ideas from the children
as you do so. Let children work with a response partner to complete their own plan. Tell them they don’t have to
use ideas from their group – if a different group had an idea they preferred they can use it instead.
• Model using your plan as the basis for speaking aloud what you might write.
• Ask children to speak their text aloud for their response partner to check that it makes sense.


Can the response partner suggest ways of improving the text?

• Ask the children to say what they think their story about an animal with a problem should include. Amend the
success criteria (online at My Rising Stars) if appropriate.

Stage 5: Writing, improving and editing
Activities:

Resources needed:

• Remind children that they are writing their own story about
a baby animal who is scared of something.

Each child needs:

• Organise children into different groups for writing,
recognising the level of support they need, e.g.


children mark or write initial sounds then an adult scribes
the sentence below or on a sticky note



a group composes a sentence which the adult scribes



children compose a sentence as a pair





children record their sentence on a device, then write it
word by word

• their completed ‘Getting ready to
write’ sheet
• the writing framework from page 42 (some
children may benefit from this being
enlarged to A3) or blank paper if you feel it is
more appropriate.
(Prior to the session, visit My Rising Stars online
for the recommended success criteria and
amend for different groups if appropriate.)

children say their sentence aloud, improve it if they can,
then write it down.

• You may decide to allow some children to begin by drawing or role-playing their story in order that they can revisit
the oral language while you can start others off with the writing process.
• Model using your plan to write part of your story. Ensure you include language features mentioned in the success
criteria including: some good adjectives; sentences joined by and; past tense verbs; capital letters (including for
names) and full stops.


Speak each sentence aloud before you write it and explain this is your expectation for the children.

• Remind them of the success criteria (online at My Rising Stars).
• Let the children write. Break up the process, section by section, reminding children:


when they should be writing about a new place



to speak their sentences aloud before they write them



to use their ‘Getting ready to write’ sheet for ideas.

• Establish the expectation that before children bring their writing to you to look at, you want them to read it aloud
to themselves and check:


they have written about an animal with a problem and how it finds a solution



it is written in the past tense (using -ed verbs)



they have used and to join sentences at least once



they have used full stops or question marks and capital letters.
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Suggestions for improvement for early ﬁnishers
• Use and to add another sentence to one they have already written.
• Add a describing word into more sentences.
• Circle plural nouns and -ed verb endings.

Stage 6: Learning from the writing
• Prior to the session, identify errors that were commonly made.
Write sample sentences that need to be corrected and ask
the children to help you to fix them. These could include:


the story ﬂips in and out of the past and present tense,
e.g. The baby elephant was scared of the trees when the
wind blew. He runs away when he hears the noise.




Resources needed:
Each child needs:
• their writing/completed writing
framework.

Tell children that it is important to keep description of the action in the past tense. Can they identify present
tense verbs (runs, hears) and change them into past tense (ran, heard)?

the text is told as a series of simple sentences, e.g. The baby fox hid. He cried. He didn’t like the dark. His
mummy called him. He came out to ﬁnd her.


Remind children that one or two ands is enough for a sentence so ask them where they would put the ands.

Activities:
• Revisit together the success criteria (online at My Rising Stars).
• Together, fix the sentences you identified earlier.
• Ask children to reread their writing and check the success criteria.


Did they write a story about an animal with a problem?



Did they follow their plan and use the different story sections?



Did they remember to use full stops or question marks and capital letters?



Did they join two sentences using and?



Did they use some interesting action words and some describing words?

• Let children give each other a clap.

Share
Sometimes, children write text to practise writing text. Other times, there is a planned reason or
an audience. If you want children to share their writing:
• let them use text-to-speech software so they can dictate their story and turn it into a computer text – they
can then add pictures and create an e-book
• let them make stick puppets of the characters in their stories and do puppet shows for each other.

Further reading
Related books include:
• The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson
• Can’t You Sleep, Little Bear? by Martin Waddell
• Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett
• Snail Trail by Ruth Brown.
These books are all linked to animals with problems.
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Unit 3: Getting ready to write
Name:

Class:

Date:

Owl Babies has four sections, so your story should have four sections.
Owl Babies

Your story

Owl Mother

Introduction

Sarah

Who were the
characters and
where did the story
happen?

Percy
Bill
At night in a tree in
the wood
Owl Mother was not
there.

Problem

The Owl Babies were
frightened.

What was the
problem the
characters were
having?

They tried to be
brave.

More about the
problem

They frightened
themselves even
more.

How did the
characters feel?

The Owl Mother
came back.

Ending

What did they do?

The Owl Babies were
very happy and
made lots of fuss.
Owl Mother said
they should know
she’d come back.

How was the
problem solved?
How did the
characters feel?
What did they do?
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Unit 3: Writing framework
Name:

Class:

Date:

Title
Introduction
Write about
the characters
and where they
were.
Problem
What was
going wrong?

More about
the problem
What were
they doing and
feeling?

Ending
How was
the problem
solved?
What did the
characters feel
and do?
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The writing or drawing is
relevant to the story.

The story is mostly told in
the past tense and uses
the past tense of the verb
to be (was, were).
Words and phrases are
used to communicate
ideas.
Some of the words from
the ‘Getting ready to
write’ sheet are copied.

At least one alternative
verb is used to replace
‘said’.

Some good verb choices
explain what the
characters do.

Introduces some
interesting adjectives to
describe the characters.

More than one adjective
in some expanded noun
phrases is used.

Vocabulary

Some capital letters are
formed correctly.

Most lower-case letters are
formed correctly.

Correct seating position at
a table and a comfortable
pencil hold is shown.

Spaces are left between
words.

All capital letters and
lower-case letters are formed
correctly.

Handwriting

Spaces are sometimes left
between words.

The regular past tense represented
by -ed and regular plural
represented by -s is used where
there is no change to the root word.
Some phonemes in each word are Some lower-case letters are
represented.
formed correctly.

Many common exception words
already taught including said, was,
were are spelled correctly.

The correct plural suffix is chosen
where there is no change to the
root word.
Many words are spelled correctly
using graphemes already taught.

Spelling, using graphemes and
words taught, is largely accurate.

Spelling

Name:

Working towards the
expected standard

Some sentences are
joined by and.

Events follow the pattern
of the ‘boxed-up story’.

Some capital letters –
including for names –
and full stops are used.

A sequence of mostly
well-formed sentences
tells the narrative.

A story about a baby
animal with a problem is
written.

Working at the expected
standard

Capital letters and full
stops are used for most
sentences, and capitals
for names.

Some additional details
about the places are
given to interest the
reader.

Sentence structure and
punctuation

Working at greater depth
within the expected
standard

Contents and text
structure

Unit 3: Moderating writing: Writing an animal story
Date:

Cracking Writing Year 1 © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2017. You may photocopy this page.

43

01/06/17 2:31 PM

