
reading and writing and recognises the 
time it takes time to build knowledge, 
understanding and skills. The units are 
divided into two-, three- and six-week 
blocks so there is the time and space to 
enjoy texts and get inside them.  

The resources excel because they 
enable children to make meaning from 
more complex texts and comprehend 
on different levels, with plot, character, 
language and structure studied in detail. 
This, therefore, builds empathy and helps 
children make connections with the 
characters in the text and draw on their 
own real-life experiences.  

The resources give children 
valuable opportunities to think aloud, 
philosophise, debate, reason and argue.
Using quality texts and whole book 
immersion enhances teaching and 
learning. Read in to Writing is perfect 
for modelling metacognitive reading 
comprehension strategies through 
guided oral reading and for writing 
composition strategies that are drawn 
organically from the books. 

Teaching books in English through 
quality children’s literature, backed up 
by detailed planning and resources, is a 
win-win. Read in to Writing looks destined 
to awaken a passion and proficiency for 
reading and writing.  

At the top of the agenda of any primary 
school is achieving high-quality reading 
and writing from Reception to Y6. To help, 
Rising Stars has produced a new online 
series devoted to whole book studies 
using classic and contemporary children’s 
literature. 

It provides all the planning and teaching 
materials needed to study a whole book 
rather than just extracts, so children can 
gain a richer understanding and develop 
key skills in more depth and breadth.  

A range of books are available (with 
more on the way), stretching from Little 
Whale by Jo Weaver and Mary Poppins 
by PL Travers, to Cressida Cowell’s How 
To Train Your Dragon and David Almond’s 
Skellig. Signing up for a unit gives you 
perpetual online access to downloadable 
and editable planning, pupil activity sheets, 
PowerPoint slides, text extracts and 
moderation guidance for the whole book. 
The units are split into detailed sessions 
and these contain lesson objectives, 
outcomes, key vocab, activities, teaching 
guidance and the resources needed. This 
is all solid stuff, with bags of questions, 
pointers and inspiration reinforced with 
engaging and authentic activities that 
children will invest in.    

Read in to Writing adopts a deliberately 
slow and deep method of teaching 

R E V I E W S

Online series devoted to whole book studies using  
classic and contemporary children’s literature

A T  A  G L A N C E

R E A D I N G  &  W R I T I N G

 

l Whole text book study units for the 
whole school 
l 24 high-quality texts from a range of 
top authors  
l Downloadable teaching plans and 
resources  
l Fully compliant with the 
requirements for KS1 and KS2 
moderation 

Available for Reception to Y6 at £30 per unit. Accompanying book packs available from £50 per ten books 

Rising Stars  
Read in to Writing

� Develops reading and writing 
fluency 
� Improves critical and creative 
thinking skills
� Enhances imagination and 
observation skills
� Widens and exposes children to 
new words and enriching vocabulary
� Helps children appreciate the 
beauty and rhythm of language
� Plants a desire to read and creates 
a positive, pleasurable experience

you are looking to build a bookish 
community of engaged readers, 
accurately assess their levels of 
sophistication and achieve greater 
depth in English attainment.

V E R D I C T

U P G R A D E  I F . . .

108  | www.teachwire.net

REVIEWED BY: JOHN DABELL

108ReviewRisingStars_Chris.indd   108 26/09/2019   10:48


