
Unit overview
This six-week unit is primarily focused on Anthony Browne’s picture book Zoo – an engaging satirical spotlight on the purpose of zoos and the 
relationship between animals and people. Are the family looking at the animals in the cages, or is it animals that are looking at them? The 
learning journey will develop pupils’ understanding of the story – its characters, themes, language and illustrations. Pupils make connections 
between the characters and themes to create varied, meaningful writing outcomes for a range of audiences and purposes. Grammar and 
punctuation teaching points are embedded within the context of the story, with pupils taught to apply what they have learned in their own 
writing around such themes as family, imagination, freedom and the relationship between animals and people. The final week will take a 
broader look at Anthony Browne’s work, comparing Zoo to two of his other books, Gorilla and My Dad, culminating in a final piece of writing 
where pupils apply all that they have learned to produce a piece of their own in the style of Anthony Browne. All extracts, resources, session 
planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Key questions

• What does the image reveal?
• How do the images link?
• Does anything interesting catch your eye?
• How do the animals feel about their enclosures?
• What is suggested about the enjoyment of the

day?
• How do the family feel about each other at

different stages of the day?
• How do dreams make people feel?
• What do the colours reveal about the characters

and story?
• What techniques does Anthony Browne use and

what impact do these have?

Themes and cross-curricular links

• SMSC: Positive relationships, friendships, family,
changes, animals in captivity

• Oracy: Debate
• Drama: Hot seating/group performance

Zoo by Anthony Browne Recommended Year Group: Year 3
Recommended Edition: 9780099219019

Writing outcomes

• Short diary entries from the perspective of both 
Mum and Dad regarding their recount of specific 
parts of their day

• A letter of complaint from Dad to the zoo to
complain about his disastrous visit with his family

• A fact file based on one of the animals from Zoo
• An extended narrative – pupils will plan, draft 

and publish a story based on the orang-utan’s 
dreams of a life of freedom

• A piece based on the text My Dad – pupils will
select the father from either Zoo or Gorilla as the
focus of a piece based on My Dad
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Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding

and knowledge
• participate in discussions, presentations,

performances, role play/improvisations and debates
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations

and narratives for different purposes, including for
expressing feelings

• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their
peers

• articulate and justify answers, arguments and
opinions

• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending
to and building on the contributions of others

Reading:
• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings,

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justify
inferences with evidence

• predict what might happen from details stated and
implied

• identify main ideas drawn from more than one
paragraph and summarise these

• identify how language, structure and presentation
contribute to meaning

• identify themes and conventions in a wide range of
books

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• extend the range of sentences with more than one

clause by using a wider range of conjunctions,
including ‘when’, ‘if’, ‘because’ and ‘although’

• use adjectives, adverbs, prepositions (including
phrases) and conjunctions

Writing:
• plan their writing by:

o discuss writing similar to that which they are
planning to write in order to understand and learn
from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

o compose and rehearse sentences orally (including
dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures

• draft and write by:
o organise paragraphs around a theme
o create settings, characters and plot in narratives
o give well-structured descriptions, explanations

and narratives for different purposes, including for
expressing feelings

• evaluate and edit by:
o assess the effectiveness of their own and others’

writing and suggest improvements
o proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
o propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to

improve consistency, including the accurate use of
pronouns in sentences

Related books for wider reading

• Gorilla by Anthony Browne
• My Dad by Anthony Browne
• Other titles by Anthony Browne
• Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon

Rain Forest by Lynne Cherry
• Bee and Me by Alison Jay
• The Rainbow Bear by Michael

Morpurgo

Assessment opportunities

• Reading: Throughout the sharing of
text there are many opportunities to
draw upon essential reading skills –
understanding vocabulary, inference,
prediction, explanation, retrieval and
summary

• Writing: The extended narrative ‘the
orang-utan’s dream’, the letter of
complaint to the zoo and the non-
fiction fact file could all be assessed

• Oracy: Individuals or groups can
peer assess each other’s ideas
and predictions shared as a class
throughout the study of the book



Planning Overview
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Week 3
Objectives and outcomes summary: 
This week the pupils will: 
• select and identify the appropriate features of a letter of

complaint
• write a formal complaint to the zoo
• improve their formal complaint to the zoo
• carry out research on the orang-utan
• select and identify the appropriate features of a fact file

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Letter of complaint
• Pupil resource – Bengal tiger fact file
• Pupil resource – Emperor penguin fact file
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 6
Objectives and outcomes summary: 
This week the pupils will: 
• make comparisons of two characters from two different

texts
• make comparisons of three characters from three

different texts
• explore a character through research and drama
• write a descriptive piece of writing based on a selected

character
• edit and publish a piece in the style of Anthony Browne

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Venn diagram
• Pupil resource – Writing frame
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 1
Objectives and outcomes summary: 
This week the pupils will: 
• predict what might happen in the story
• explore the relationships between the main characters
• understand characters’ thoughts and feelings
• write a new part of the story

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Family thoughts
•● Pupil resource – Reading response sentence starters
• Pupil resource – Elephant enclosure
• Pupil resource – Character perspectives
• ●Pupil resource – Giraffe enclosure
• Pupil resource – Tiger adjectives
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 2
Objectives and outcomes summary: 
This week the pupils will: 
• develop understanding of a character’s thoughts and

feelings
• make comparisons between characters and animals
• make comparisons between characters’ reactions to

their zoo experience
• explore a character’s feelings and motives
• plan a letter of complaint regarding the zoo experience

Resources provided:
•● Pupil resource – Mum’s thoughts
•● Pupil resource – Family thoughts
•● Pupil resource – Planning template
•● Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 4
Objectives and outcomes summary: 
This week the pupils will: 
• write an informative fact file based on an orang-utan
• explore the dreams of the captive orang-utan
• plan a happy dream sequence for the captive orang-

utan
• write an opening to a story, building the setting and

introducing the character

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Dream bubble
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 5
Objectives and outcomes summary: 
This week the pupils will: 
• write and publish a descriptive narrative
• develop understanding of a character’s thoughts and

feelings

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Narrator script
• Pupil resource – Hannah and her father
• Teaching slides to support discussion




