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Unit overview

This seven-week unit is a study of Cressida Cowell’s The Wizards of Once. The sequence of 
learning will develop children’s understanding of the story, characters, themes and language. 
The unit teaches reading, including fluency, vocabulary and comprehension, and meaningful 
writing, for a range of form, purpose and audience. The teaching of grammar and punctuation 
is embedded within analysis of the language and structures used to tell the story, through 
activities that explore the effect these might have on readers. The children are taught to apply 
what they have learned to their own writing, making choices to affect their reader’s thoughts 
and feelings. All learning culminates in a final piece of work, where the children apply all that 
they have learned about this story to create a monologue from the point of view of Xar, one of 
the key characters within the text. All extracts, resources, session planning and teaching slides 
are included within this unit.

Related books for wider reading

• Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow  by Jessica
Townsend

• A Place called Perfect by Helena Duggan

Themes and cross-curricular links

• History –  Celts and Romans, the Iron Age, warrior kings
and hill forts

• Geography – modern tribes links to the Amazon
Rainforest, for example the Yanomami tribes and the
threat to their homes

• Science – using magnets to make things appear to
float, non-Newtonian fluids (are things always what
they seem?), solids and liquids, investigating arches and
forces

• RE – the theme of forgiveness and resolution across all
major world religions

• DT – create a Wizard fort/Iron Warrior fort, create a mode
of transport for the key characters (this can be linked
to forces, for example create a rubber band powered
vehicle)

• Art – illustration and sketching, creation of fantastical
creatures

• SMSC – relationships, change, disobedience,
understanding differences, tolerance, secrets and trust

• Drama – performance of scenes from The Wizards of
Once, hot-seating, conscience corridor, role play

Key questions

• What is the ever-present hidden danger?
• What is disobedience and is it always wrong to break

the rules?
• Are the Wizards and the Warriors really that different?
• How do the relationships between the parents and

their children change?
• Do you get back from the universe what you give?
• Who is the unknown narrator?
• If we don’t know who they are, can we trust what they

are telling us?

Writing outcomes

• Descriptive paragraph of Xar or Wish (session 5) –  to
describe

• Internal monologue (session 7) – to explore a character’s
thoughts and feelings

• Brief monologue (session 9) – to explore a character’s
thoughts and feelings

• Writing the next part of the story in the style of the
author (sessions 13 and 14) – to entertain

• Conversation in the style of the main characters and
using reported speech (sessions 16 and 17) – to entertain

• Note to Queen Sychorax to request that Rule 13 be
amended (session 20) – to persuade

• Detailed monologue from the point of view of Xar
reflecting on the story (sessions 24 and 25) – to
empathise with the character, considering how events
have affected them

• Labelled diagram of a magical creature (session 29) – to
inform

Essential teaching guidance

• The Read in to Writing approach supports meaningful
reading experiences within a rich book study This unit
does however offer SATs-style questions/preparation (see
teaching slides), which may be used in guided reading
lessons or focused SATs prep sessions, still linked to
the book being studied in depth in English. The reading
comprehension within the unit of work, and the reading
aloud to improve fluency and understanding that is
threaded through the unit, is excellent SATs preparation.

• Children are urged to freely discuss their feelings
throughout, so it is important that there is clear guidance
about respecting the thoughts and emotions of others.
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Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and

knowledge
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• read their own writing aloud to a group or the whole class,

using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone volume
so that the meaning is clear

• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative
conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding
to comments

• use spoken language to develop understanding through
speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of
Standard English

• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role
play/improvisations and debates

• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and

building on the contributions of others
• discuss and refine ideas
• ask questions to improve understanding
• select and use appropriate registers for effective

communication

Reading:
• apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and

suffixes (morphology and etymology) both to read aloud and 
to understand the meaning of new words that they meet

• continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of
fiction and retrieve and infer information from these texts

• read books that are structured in different ways
• identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a

wide range of books
• check that the text makes sense to them, discussing their

understanding and exploring the meaning of words in
context

• ask questions to improve their understanding of a text
• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings,

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence

• discuss the words and phrases that capture the reader’s
interest

• predict what might happen from details stated and implied
• summarise events and further identify the characterisation

techniques used by the author
• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including

figurative language, considering the impact on the reader
• identify the grammatical features used by the writer;

rhetorical questions, varied sentence lengths/starters and
empty words and their impact on the reader

• identify the main ideas drawn from more than on paragraph
and summarising these

• identify how language, structure and presentation contribute
to meaning

• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including
figurative language, considering the impact on the reader

• make predictions from what has been read
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and

building on the contributions of others
• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have

read, including through formal presentations and debates,
maintaining a focus on the topic

• provide reasoned justifications for their views

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the

guidance for adding them 
• use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility
• use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where,

when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative
pronoun

• use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in
writing, for example after fronted adverbials

• manipulate the sentence structures with accurate
punctuation to impact the reader

• use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time
and cause

• extend sentences with more than one clause by using a
wider range of conjunctions

Writing:
• identify the audience for and purpose of the writing,

selecting the appropriate form and using other similar 
writing as models for their own

• discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to
write in order to understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and grammar

• discuss and record initial ideas, drawing on reading
• in writing narratives, considering how authors have

developed characters and settings in what pupils have read
• identify how language, structure and presentation contribute

to meaning
• in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere

and integrate dialogue to convey character and advance the
action

• use and punctuate direct speech accurately
• compose and rehearse sentences orally (including dialogue),

progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an
increasing of sentence structures

• use further organisational and presentational devices to
structure text and to guide the reader

• assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and
suggest improvements

• propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
to enhance effects and clarify meaning

• ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a
piece of writing

• ensure correct subject and verb agreement when using
singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of
speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register

• proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
• perform their own compositions, using appropriate

intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear
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Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• visualise characters and then write in the style of the story
• understand the difference between direct and reported speech and be 

able to punctuate these accurately
• look at the themes of betrayal and love
• investigate language and its effect in order to write a note to persuade 
• debate the motion, ‘Is it ever right to lie?’
• continue to explore Encanzo and Queen Sychorax’s thoughts and 

feelings
• write a conversation between Xar and Wish

Chapter focus: 12 and 13

Resources provided:
• Extracts from the text
• Pupil resource – Message bubble templates
• Pupil resource – Persuasion game cards
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Planning Overview

Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• further explore the writer’s intentions in portraying a character
• plan the main events of a monologue from the point of view of Xar
• understand the features and colloquial language used in an internal 

monologue
• carefully select language and make powerful choices when writing to 

engage their reader 
• write a detailed internal monologue paying close attention to details 

stated and implied
• proof read and edit their own work and that of their peers
• analyse the main events and the negative and positive points within the 

chapter 

Chapter focus: 14–16

Resources provided:
• Extracts from the text
• Pupil resource – Examples of monologues
• Pupil resource – Monologue planning sheet
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 6 and 7

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• evaluate the events of Chapter 18 and understand how the Cressida 

Cowell uses questions to engage the reader.
• revisit the idea of a hidden danger that is ever present throughout the 

text
• produce simple mind maps evidencing their thoughts and predictions
• draw on their reading as a model for their own writing and create a 

labelled diagram based on a magical creature in The Wizards of Once
• consider the characteristics of fantastical creatures
• create a movie trailer
• evaluate the text as a whole

Chapter focus: Chapters 17–epilogue

Resources provided:
• Extracts from the text
• Pupil resource – Storyboard template
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 1 

 Objectives and outcomes summary: 
This week the children will: 
• explore their understanding of characterisation in stories
• create an early interpretation of The Wizards of Once
• develop an understanding of how Cressida Cowell uses language to 

reveal character
• explore similarities and differences between Wish and Xar
• create a short descriptive paragraph describing one of the main 

characters

Chapter focus: 1–4

Resources provided:
• Extracts from the text
• Pupil resource – Images for hashtag summaries
• Pupil resource – Role on the Wall character template
• Pupil resource – Modal verbs for printing
• Pupil resource – Planning sheet
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• develop a deeper understand of themes present in the story (such as 

relationships and disobedience)
• develop an understanding of different characters and what they are 

going through (Xar, Wish, Caliburn and Bodkin).
• understand the style of the author: Cressida Cowell’s use of powerful 

word choices, capitalisation, alliteration and dialogue
• explore the thoughts and feelings as an eye witness

Chapter focus: 4–9

Resources provided:
• Extracts from the text
• Pupil resource – Senses planning sheet
• Pupil resource – Postcard template
• Pupil resource – Chapter 9 split into blocks
• Pupil resource – Images of Xar and Encanzo
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• continue to write in the style in the story, by adding purposeful dialogue
• further develop understanding of the how characters and situations are 

developed using drama techniques
• analyse and explore the writing and events of Chapter 11
• play with language and punctuation to mimic the style of Cressida 

Cowell’s writing

Chapter focus: 9–11

Resources provided:
• Extracts from the text
• Pupil resource – Thought bubble templates
• Pupil resource – Images for relative clauses
• Pupil resource – Story planning template
• Teaching slides to aid discussion
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