
Themes and cross-curricular links

• SMSC – family relationships, bravery and
confronting fears, refuge

• Music – producing scary sounds using
recycling and ‘found’ materials

• Art/DT – collage, sketches, multimedia
scrap books, 3-D models of the house
using shoeboxes and cardboard

• Drama – role play, freeze frames, hot
seating and silent debate

• Science – food chains, habitats
• Computing/ICT – publishing work using

different fonts or using PowerPoint slides,
producing online stories, filming drama
scenes

The Wolves in the Walls by Neil Gaiman and Dave McKean
Recommended Year Group: Year 4 

Recommended Edition: 9780747591627
Suggested Term: Autumn 

Essential teaching guidance

• Reading and writing activities are
interwoven throughout the sessions.
All elements of the English curriculum
are covered, including opportunities to
immerse pupils deeply in the text as
they explore the challenges which Lucy’s
family face when wolves move into their
house.

• Many sessions include discussing
characters’ feelings and thoughts.
Therefore, there are SMSC and personal
development links throughout.
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Unit overview
This six-week unit is a study of Neil Gaiman’s intriguing and multimodal book The Wolves in the Walls. The learning journey will engage children 
in discussions about fears people can face and how to overcome these with courage and imagination. Pupils make connections on a personal 
level with Lucy, who confronts both her own and her family’s fears head-on. Exploring emotive themes such as fear, bravery and honesty will 
enhance the pupils’ understanding of themselves, others and the world. Reading is central to the teaching and learning, developing pupils’ 
understanding and analysis of the language, image and how different modes make meaning together. Varied, meaningful writing tasks are 
interwoven, providing opportunities for writing for a range of audiences and purposes. Teaching of grammar and punctuation is embedded 
within the context of reading and writing. The unit culminates in a final piece of writing where pupils apply what they have learned to compose a 
multimodal story of their own. All extracts, resources, session planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
• Ask relevant questions to extend knowledge and understanding

of a text
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through

speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
• Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• Compose and rehearse sentences orally (including dialogue),

progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an
increasing range of sentence structures

• Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for
different purposes, including for expressing feelings

• ● Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener
• ● Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and

building on the contributions of others
• ● Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role

play, improvisations and debates
• ● Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
• ● Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of

Standard English
• ● Use spoken language to develop understanding through

speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas

Reading:
• Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest

and imagination
• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied
• Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts

and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with
evidence

• Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to
meaning

• Summarise main ideas
• Ask questions to extend knowledge and understanding of a text
• Summarise and sequence main ideas
• Retrieve and record information
• Consider and evaluate different characters’ viewpoint
• Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books
• Check that the text makes sense to them, discussing their

understanding, and explaining the meaning of words in context
• Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class,

using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and
volume so that the meaning is clear

• Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and
summarise these

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• Use expanded noun phrases for description and

specification
• Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express

time and cause
• Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to simple

past tense
• Use and punctuate direct speech
• Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause

by using a wider range of conjunctions, including ‘when’,
‘if’, ‘because’ and ‘although’

• Review grammar and punctuation content from Key Stage
1 – past progressive tense and exclamation sentences

• Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and to
avoid repetition

• Spell contractions correctly for informality
• Use commas after fronted adverbials
• Use an appropriate choice of pronoun and noun within

and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition
• Indicate possession by using the possessive apostrophe

with plural nouns

Writing:
Plan their writing by:
•● discussing and recording ideas
• ● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning

to write in order to understand and learn from its
structure, vocabulary and grammar

Draft and write by:
• composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including

dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures

• in non-narrative material, using simple organisational
devices such as headings and subheadings

• in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
• organising paragraphs around a theme)
Evaluate and edit by:
• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’

writing and suggesting improvements
• proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors
• proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to

improve consistency, including the accurate use of
pronouns in sentences

Key questions

• Why do we need to be believed and
understood by our parents?

• How can we bravely confront the fears
which challenge us?

• How do different members of our
family support us when we are upset or
worried?

• What is multimodality? How are different
modes of meaning used throughout the 
story?

Related books for wider reading

• Beware of the Storybook Wolves by
Lauren Child

• Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Book? by
Lauren Child

• The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad
Pig by Eugene Trivizas

• Walking with Wolves (Wild Lives) by Nick
Arnold

• The Last Wolf by Michael Morpurgo
• The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by

Joan Aiken
• The Ways of the Wolf by Smriti

Prasadam-Halls and Jonathan
Woodward

Writing outcomes

• Internal monologues (Sessions 4–5) – to
recount and reflect

• Poems (Sessions 7–8) – to entertain
• Non-fiction fact cards (Sessions 9–10) –

to describe and inform
• Free writing (Session 16) – to reflect
• Narratives (Sessions 19–20) – to entertain
• Internal monologues (Sessions 22–23) –

to explain and reflect
• A multimodal story (Sessions 26–30) –

to entertain



Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 

• reflect on the family’s situation – living in the garden

• explore characters in role, using evidence from the text 
and illustrations

• describe the wolves’ actions – the party in the house

• make predictions and continue the narrative

Resources provided:
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Planning Overview
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Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• develop an understanding of the plot and resolution of 

the wolf problem
• reflect on the main character’s dilemma
• explore philosophical ideas about reality, honesty and 

belief
• draw on understanding of the story to plan the main 

events for a new spooky narrative
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Page 47 illustration
• Pupil resource – Storyboard template
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• draft, edit, improve and publish an original spooky 

animal story

Resources provided:
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• explore the effect of the writer’s choice of words 
• understand Lucy’s situation
• explore what a special toy means to me; understand 

Lucy’s relationship with Pig-Puppet
• write in character as Lucy 

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Vocabulary building
• ●Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 2
Objectives and outcomes summary
This week the pupils will: 
• explore how dialogue is used to convey character
• show understanding of Lucy’s situation and use figurative 

language techniques
• describe a wolf’s action and explore shades of meaning

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – The Pied Piper of Hamlin
• Pupil resource – The Raven
• Pupil resource – Fact cards template
• Pupil resource – Wolf verbs and adverbs
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• explore the question, ‘What is refuge?’
• explore how the family are feeling at this point of the 

story
• understand how the plot impacts on different characters
• empathise with Lucy and explore the question, ‘What is 

bravery?’
• develop an understanding that bravery is a theme which 

is revisited throughout the story
• explore relationships in the family 

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Emotions graph 
• Pupil resource – What does Lucy ask herself?
• Pupil resource – Summarising and ordering events
• Teaching slides to support discussion


