
Themes and cross-curricular links

• SMSC – time, friendship, gender, ghosts and angels
• PSCHE – growing up, gender, grief
• History – late Victorian era, 1950s Britain, frost fairs
• Philosophy – the nature of time
• Art – drawing pictures based on descriptive writing
• Geography – skating route along the river from 

Castleford to Ely, meteorological causes of the great frost 
of 1894–95, Little Ice Ages  

• RE – the story of Cain and Abel, the Book of Revelation, 
angels

• Drama – acting out scenes, hot seat activities, role play
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Writing outcomes

• Internal monologue as Tom (Session 5) – to reflect and evaluate
• Free written letter from Tom to Peter (Sessions 8–9) – to inform, explain and entertain
• The next part of the story in the style of the writer (Session 10) – to entertain
• A description (Session 12) – to entertain and create a visual
• Write as Hatty (Sessions 16–17, 28, 31) – to explore feelings and develop character understanding
• Write in the style of the story (Sessions 21–22) – to entertain
• A leaflet, advice sheet or instructions (Sessions 24–25) – to inform, advise or persuade young late 

Victorian women
• The next part of the story (Sessions 34–55) – to entertain

Essential teaching guidance

• The language and grammatical structures are complex as the story was written in 1958. With every 
reading opportunity, the pupils will need to explore and discuss the way that meaning is constructed 
and compare this to how stories are written now.

• A slow start to reading the book is essential to help the pupils to get used to the different structures 
and complex meanings. 

• It is important that the pupils are taught to hear the musicality and ‘sound’ of the writing, so that it 
becomes internalised for them to understand and use.

• This will be aided by the opportunities to read aloud, so that they can hear the sound of the writing 
in their own heads and get their mouths around it. 
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Unit overview

This seven-week unit is a study of classic children’s story Tom’s Midnight Garden by Philippa Pearce. This sequence of 
learning will develop pupils’ understanding of this complex story, create empathy with characters and explore themes, 
archaic language and grammatical structures. The pupils’ understanding will be deepened through building their 
knowledge of the social, emotional and historic context, not only of when the story was written but also of late Victorian 
times, when the story is partly set. The unit includes many opportunities for the pupils to develop their reading fluency and 
comprehension, incorporating activities that will strengthen their strategies and skills for the reading test. The pupils will 
talk and write in character, which will be in a more formal style than most characters they will have written as. They will 
write in the style of the author, developing their understanding of the complex language used to tell the story. They will also 
write non-fiction in an extremely formal style and complete a range of writing specifically focused on achieving ‘Working at 
Greater Depth’. The teaching of grammar and punctuation is embedded within the analysis of the language and structures 
used to tell the story, with pupils exploring the effect these might have on readers. The pupils should be taught to apply 
these to their own writing, making choices to affect their reader’s thoughts and feelings. The learning journey culminates in 
a final piece of writing, where the pupils apply all that they have learned to write a short sequel to the story, in the style of 
Philippa Pearce. All extracts, resources, session planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Key questions

• What do we learn about Tom?
• How does reading aloud affect your understanding?
• How do you talk to different people?
• How do you think Tom feels?
• What is time?
• Is lying ever justified?
• How is the story written?
• Are girls and boys different?
• What do we learn about Hatty?
• What do you need to do to answer 2- or 3-mark 

questions?
• What did you do to improve the sound of your writing?
• What techniques does Pearce use, such as vocabulary 

and sentences structures?
• How does Philippa Pearce show that Tom cares for Hatty?
• How formal does your writing need to be? How are you 

going to create that formality?
• How do you want your reader to feel?
• Can time stand still?
• What is a friend?
• How did it feel to write as Philippa Pearce? What did you 

learn about her writing?

Related books for wider reading

• The Railway Children by Edith Nesbit

• The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson 
Burnett

• The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe 
by C.S. Lewis

• The Lost Magician by Piers Torday

• Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling

• The Children of Green Knowe by Lucy M. 
Boston

• The Little White Horse by Elizabeth 
Goudge

• Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle 
Magorian
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Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing 

feelings
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and 

responding to comments
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others

Reading:
• identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 
• make comparisons within and across books 
• discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination
• learn a wider range of poetry by heart 
• prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and 

volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the 

reader 
• distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 
• retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 
• participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on 

their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously 
• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and 

debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary 
• provide reasoned justifications for their views
• understand what they read by: 

– checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of 
words in context 

– asking questions to improve their understanding 
– drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence 
– predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
– summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main 

ideas 
– identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and writing, including 

subjunctive forms 
• use passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence 
• use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 
• use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 
• use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility 
• use relative clauses beginning with ‘who’, ‘which’, ‘where’, ‘when’, ‘whose’, ‘that’, or with an 

implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun 
• indicate grammatical and other features by: 

– using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing  
– using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 
– using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between independent clauses 
– using a colon to introduce a list 
– punctuating bullet points consistently 

Writing:
Plan their writing by:
• identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using 

other similar writing as models for their own 
• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
• in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in what 

pupils have read, listened to or seen performed
Draft and write by:
• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change 

and enhance meaning 
• in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey 

character and advance the action  
• using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
• using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader 

(for example, headings, bullet points and underlining)
Evaluate and edit by:
• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
• proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 

meaning 
• ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
• ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing 

between the language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register 
• proofreading for spelling and punctuation errors
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Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• understand and empathise with Hatty
• ● explore complex language and meanings in 

poetry
• ● understand the plot, considering different 

interpretations for what is happening
• ● further develop understanding of character and 

plot
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Death, Be Not Proud by John 

Donne
• Pupil resource – And Death Shall Have No 

Dominion by Dylan Thomas
• Pupil resource – Chapter 15 extract 1
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Planning Overview
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Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• write in the style of the story
• understand and analyse an extract from the 

story
• write extremely formally to inform
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Chapter 15 extract 2
• Pupil resource – Advice example 
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• understand how Tom is feeling
• ● understand the inscription on the clock and the 

significance of it in relation to the story
• ● understand how the two different periods in 

the story interconnect
• ● understand plot and character
• ● understand Tom and Hatty’s relationship
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Peter’s letter
• Pupil resource – Revelation 10 extract
• Pupil resource – Chapter 22 extract
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• develop understanding of the language and sentence structures 

used in the story
• develop an understanding and opinion of Tom.
• understand the context of the story
• visualise an important setting in the story, drawing the hall
• understand the plot and empathise with the main character, 

writing as Tom
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Sentence strips
• ● Pupil resource – Chapter 1 extract
• ● Pupil resource – The Railway Children opening
• ● Pupil resource – The Railway Children dialogue
• ● Pupil resource – Hall description
• ● Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary
This week the pupils will: 
• develop different interpretations of the plot of the story
• ● interpret what is happening in Chapter 3
• ● develop understanding of the plot and main character
• ● write in the style of the author
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Clock template
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• understand the plot and visualise the setting
• ● write descriptively to create images in the reader’s mind
• ● explore and understand the theme of time
• ● explore gender issues in our society and in the story
• ● analyse text closely, answering questions and justifying opinions
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Chapter 5 extract
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 7

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• understand the change in Tom and Hatty’s 

relationship
• ● understand how Tom has been able to go back 

in time
• ● understand how Tom was able to visit Hatty 

when she was younger
• ● write in the style of Philippa Pearce
Resources provided:
• ● Pupil resource – Chapter 24 extract
• ● Pupil resource – Tension graph template
• ● Teaching slides to support discussion


