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Unit overview

In this unit the themes of real war (WW2) vs fantasy war (Folio), change, sibling rivalry, fiction vs facts, how the same 
event can impact different people, and the power of reading will all be discussed. Children will be given multiple 
opportunities throughout this unit to express their understanding of these themes through making connections with 
them, selecting content from the story that support these themes, as well as engaging with them at a personal level. 
There are a range of writing opportunities within this unit. Children will be asked to write internal dialogues and diary 
entries from the POV of characters within the story in order to gain a deeper and more personal understanding of them 
and the overall narrative. They will explore writing in the style of the author during free writes, where they will be tasked 
with expanding the story/predicting what is coming next. They will also be given opportunities to write persuasive pieces 
and balanced arguments. They will then apply all that they have learned in this story to create a story of their own. They 
could be given the choice to write the story from Nicholas Crowne’s perspective (as we only hear about him throughout 
the story) or they could write their own story, paying homage to their favourite book (like Torday did). 

Related books for wider reading

• The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis
• The Day War Came by Nicola Davies
• The Journey by Francesca Sanna
• The Arrival by Shaun Tan
• The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q. Raúf

Themes and cross-curricular links

• History – WW2
• Geography – Cities/counties of England (labelling safe and unsafe

zones during wartime)
• Art – Sketching skills (draw own interpretation of Green Man)
• SMSC – Relationships, dealing with struggles and loss
• Drama – Performance of scenes from The Lost Magician, hot-seating
• Extra curriculum – A trip to the Imperial War Museum to explore

WW2 artefacts

Key questions

• What power comes from being a reader?

Writing outcomes

• Writing Outcome 1 (session 1) –
Informational text, to inform

• Writing Outcome 2 (session 2) –
Letter or advice sheet to refugee/
evacuee, to inform

• Writing Outcome 3 (session 7) –
Persuasive text to convince a non-
reader to read, to persuade

• Writing Outcome 4 (session
9) – Story in style of Torday (story
continuation), to entertain

• Writing Outcome 5 (session 10)
– Internal monologue/diary from
character’s POV, to recount

• Writing Outcome 6 (sessions 16–17)
– Balanced argument (Reads vs
Unreads), to discuss

• Writing Outcome 7 (sessions
19–20) – Story in style of Torday
(story continuation), to entertain

• Writing Outcome 8 (session 22)
– Story in style of Torday (story
continuation – how do they think
Rodrick’s story ends?, to entertain

• Writing Outcome 9 (session 23)
– Story in style of Torday (story
continuation – what will happen
next with Larry? Simon?), to
entertain

• Final piece (sessions 26–30) – Write
a story from Nicholas Crowne’s
POV or write their own story paying
homage to their favourite book (like
Torday), to entertain

Essential teaching guidance

• This unit is written in such a way that children are allowed to freely
discuss their feelings throughout, so it is important that there is clear
guidance about respecting the thoughts and emotions of others.
There are many themes discussed throughout this unit but the two
main ones are ‘the power of reading’ and ‘how different people
deal with struggles’. As some children may have encountered some
difficult things in their life, you may want to prewarn children who
have gone through struggles that if they find session 21 a bit difficult
to excuse themselves or have another plan in place to help them
when bringing up suppressed struggles.

• Teachers may want to ensure that they are clear in their
understanding of the term intertextuality, as it is a key concept
discussed within this unit. It is interwoven throughout The Lost
Magician and it is likely that they will come up in each lesson.

• As the reading and writing are closely related, it would be optimal to
have guided reading and English lessons going hand in hand. The
guided reading session could be used to look at the reading more
deeply (i.e. ask SATs-style questions) and the English could be used
for the role play, discussion, writing activities, etc. as outlined in the
unit. You may also consider completely some of the reading in other
times throughout the (after lunch/before dismissal) to ensure all
reading is complete before the next day’s activities.
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Curriculum coverage

Reading:
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of

standard English
• recommend books that they have read to their peers,

giving reasons for their choices
• identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across

a wide range of writing
• make comparisons within and across books
• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including

figurative language, considering the impact on the reader
• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have

read, including through formal presentations and debates,
maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where
necessary

• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence

• provide reasoned justifications for their views
• identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph

and summarising these

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated

information concisely
• use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time

and cause
• indicate possession by using possessive apostrophe with

plural nouns
• use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of

possibility
• use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where,

when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative
pronoun

• use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in
writing

• use hyphens to avoid ambiguity
• use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis
• use semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries

between independent clauses
• use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time

and cause

Spoken language:
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and

knowledge
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and

narratives for different purposes, including for expressing
feelings

• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative
conversations, staying on topic and initiating and
responding to comments

• compose and rehearse sentences orally (including
dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures

Writing:
• identify the audience for and purpose of the writing,

selecting the appropriate form and using other similar
writing as models for their own

• note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and
research where necessary

• write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences,
selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently
on what they have read as models for their own writing
(e.g. literary language, characterisation, structure)

• exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of
formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and
vocabulary to achieve this

• in writing narratives, consider how authors have developed
characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened
to or seen performed

• select appropriate grammar and vocabulary,
understanding how such choices can change and enhance
meaning

• use further organisational and presentational devices
to structure text and to guide the reader (for example,
headings, bullet points and underlining)

• in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere
and integrate dialogue to convey character and advance
the action

• assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing

Planning Overview
Week 1

This week the children will: 
• explore historical connections (WW2) to help build background knowledge 

before reading the story, as this is a key theme throughout the novel.
• gain an understanding of key concepts (refugees, evacuees)
• create an early interpretation of The Lost Magician through discussing the 

quotes, blurb and reading the first few pages
• develop an understanding of how Piers Torday uses language to reveal 

character and create early impressions of the two youngest siblings (Larry 
and Evie) based on their thoughts and actions

• understand the historical theme connected throughout the story
• understand what impression means and how it relates to understanding 

characters in stories
• have an early interpretation of Larry and Evie and what kind of characters 

they are
• be able to compare and contrast the two youngest siblings. 

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Role on the Wall template
• Pupil resources – Larry and Evie Impression/evidence charts
• Pupil resources – Today/WW2 and Larry/Evie: Venn diagrams 
• Teaching slides to support discussion 

Week 2

This week the children will: 
• begin to discuss themes ‘fiction vs facts’, ‘power of reading’ and ‘how the 

same event can impact people differently’
• develop an understanding of different characters in the story
• create predictions on where the children are going to go and better connect 

with one of the four children by writing an internal monologue or diary entry 
to explore their thoughts and feelings. 

• have a deeper understanding of themes present in the story
• begin to make connections to the storyline and Torday’s style of writing by 

creating a free-write on what might happen next in the story
• develop a stronger connection to one of the siblings (Larry, Evie, Patricia or 

Simon) and what they are going through by creating an internal monologue 
or diary entry from their POV

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Persuasive writing help sheet
• Pupil resource – Patricia and Simon point/evidence chart
• Pupil resource – Scenes from The Lost Magician for role-play
• Teaching slides to support discussion 
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Week 4

This week the children will: 
• explore the two main sides of the battle ‘Reads vs Unreads’ and consider reasons for joining both sides

of the battle
• develop their understanding of writing with a formal tone
• investigate language and its effect
• explore how the children are handling the different situations that have presented themselves to them
• further enhance their understanding of Torday’s writing style and how he manipulates language as

well as moves freely between characters and scenes
• write balanced arguments analysing reasons for joining Reads and Unreads for the purpose to discuss
• create quality questions to further understand Simon and Patricia and use this information to write a

prediction in the style of the story on what will happen next

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Reads vs Unreads: T-chart
• Pupil resource – Planning sheet for balanced arguments
• Pupil resource – Runic alphabet
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Planning Overview

Week 5

This week the children will: 
• further develop understanding the themes ‘how different people deal with struggles’ and ‘power of

reading’
• begin to make connections to the themes of ‘love’ and ‘goodness and kindness vs ignorance and

selfishness’
• analyse how Torday evokes emotions
• evaluate the story
• analyse the predictions they have made throughout this unit and consider if they have used any of the

same themes Torday has
• understand the premise of the book (importance of reading and having libraries)
• write the next part of story paying close attention to details stated and implied, emotions created and

how they will include themes similar to Torday’s
• write reflections based on what they understood about the story’s themes and what they have learned

through the reading

Resources provided:
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 6

This week the children will: 
• reflect on what they have learned about Nicholas Crowne in The Lost Magician
• consider the themes present in the story to create a plan for their own stories
• plan a story from Nicholas Crowne’s POV to gain a better understanding of his character by playing

around with what could have happened the last day he was seen
• revisit chapter 5 for inspiration and write a prequel to this book with a focus on Nicholas Crowne using

Torday’s style and voice within their own writing
• create their own homage (like Torday has) to their own favourite book
• draw on their reading as a model for their own writing
• draft, edit and publish a story that relates to what they have learned in this unit and what they

understand about Torday’s style of voice, characterization, ability to move freely between characters
and scenes, range of sentence openers, vivid vocabulary and his range of sentence lengths

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – SATs-style questions (not necessarily to be used during week 6)

Week 3

This week the children will: 
• begin to explore theme ‘actual war vs fantasy war’
• further develop their understanding of recurring themes present in the story ‘fiction vs facts/non-fiction’

and ‘historical links to WW2’
• begin to discuss the term ‘intertextuality’ and the connections that they can see this in this story
• develop their understanding of shifts in narration present in the story
• deepen their understanding of connections (intertextuality) relating to The Chronicles of Narnia
• further increase their understanding of various themes present in the story
• become aware of how to use third-person narration
• begin to edit their own writing to mimic Torday’s style
• have a class debate which will guide their persuasive writing

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Point/evidence chart
• Pupil resource – Omniscient vs Limited narration examples
• Pupil resource – Fiction and non-fiction: Venn diagram
• Teaching slides to support discussion
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