
Themes and cross-curricular links

• History – WW2 links: evacuees arriving 
in the countryside, Jews migrating 
across Europe/Ellis Island

• SMSC – Relationships, cultural diversity, 
changes, identity

• Art – focus on images from Stepping 
Stones – recreate images from The 
Arrival using the same artistic medium

• Drama – role-playing scenes, hot-
seating, freeze frames, reading aloud 

The Arrival by Shaun Tan
Recommended Year Group: Year 6

Recommended Term: Autumn 1
Recommended Edition: 9780734415868 

Writing outcomes

• A farewell letter (session 5) – from the father 
to his daughter – to inform and reassure 

• Journal entries (sessions 7, 11 and 14) – A 
series of journal entries documenting a 
journey to a new place, and exploring a 
character’s feelings

• A narrative (sessions 21–24) – An extended 
narrative based on a character in the book – 
to entertain

• A letter from the father to his family (sessions 
27–29) – A letter of guidance/instruction from 
the father to his family – to inform and advise

Essential teaching guidance

• Teachers will need to have a secure 
understanding of the term multimodality when 
leading the discussions around the graphic 
novel.

• The themes explored throughout the unit are 
emotive and reflect current life. Teachers will 
need to set guidance for respecting each 
other’s feelings and experiences.

• The majority of writing produced throughout 
the unit is in the voice of ‘Father’ so plenty of 
time is included for the children to explore his 
character fully in order to embed his voice, 
perspective and feelings in these writing tasks. 
It is important that the children be given this 
time.
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Unit overview

This study of The Arrival by Shaun Tan explores the characters, plot and structure of all five chapters in this beautiful and moving 
wordless story. The learning is centred on the experiences, thoughts and feelings of the father as he leaves his family and settles 
in a strange land, with an emphasis on talk to share the children’s own experiences. The unit will develop children’s understanding 
of how pictures alone can tell a story, including how different modes create meaning within and between the pictures, to improve 
their reading skills of inference, deduction, analysis and interpretation. The children are given opportunities to voice the story at 
different points and from different perspectives, creating writing that expresses their own interpretation of the characters and 
story. The final piece of writing allows the children to draw on what they have learned about the whole story, as they write in role 
as the father advising his wife and child about their forthcoming journey, in the light of what has happened to him. 

Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
• use spoken language to develop understanding 

through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and 
exploring ideas

• participate in discussions, presentations, 
performances, role-play, improvisation and debates

• provide reasoned justification for their views
• use spoken language to develop understanding 

through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and 
exploring ideas

Reading:
• discuss and evaluate author’s intentions, consider 

the impact on the reader and ask questions to 
improve their understanding

• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives justify inferences 
with evidence

• identify how language, structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning

• make comparisons within and across books
• retrieve, record and present information from non-

fiction
• identify themes and conventions in and across a 

wide range of writing

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• ensure correct subject and verb agreement when 

using singular and plural, distinguish between the 
language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register

• use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 
information concisely 

• use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of 
possibility 

• use passive verbs to affect the presentation of information 
in a sentence 

• use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time 
and cause 

• use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, 
when, whose, and that, or with an implied (i.e. omitted) 
relative pronoun 

• recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate 
for formal speech and writing, including subjunctive forms

Writing:
• identify the audience for and purpose of the writing, 

selecting the appropriate form and using other similar 
writing as models for their own 

• note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research 

• in writing narratives, consider how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what they have read, listened to 
or seen performed

• summarise longer passages
• select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 

understanding how such choices can change and enhance 
meaning

• use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs

• use presentational devices to structure text and to guide the 
reader

• proofread for punctuation and spelling errors
• propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

to enhance effect and clarify meaning
• assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing

Key questions

• What skills do we need to use to understand a book with 
no words? 

• What is an immigrant? And immigration? Why do people 
emigrate? 

• Is the process of immigration necessary? 
• What might the author want the audience to think and feel? 
• What impact do the images have upon the reader?
• How does the author evoke such emotive themes?

Related books for wider reading

• Who are Refugees and Migrants? What 
Makes People Leave their Homes? And 
Other Big Questions by Michael Rosen 
and Annemarie Young

• Refugees and Migrants by Ceri Roberts 
and Hanane Kai

• The Island by Armin Greder
• The Journey by Francesca Sanna
• Stepping Stones: A Refugee Family’s 

Journey by Margriet Ruurs and Nizar Ali 
Badr

• Tales from Outer Suburbia by Shaun Tan
• The Boy at the Back of the Class by 

Onjali Q. Raúf



Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• explore a second character’s story of immigration
• portray a character and convey meaning through performance
• narrate a character’s story detailing the trials and tribulations 

they face along the way
• explore how dialogue can convey character and advance the 

action within a narrative
• narrate a character’s story detailing the trials and tribulations 

they face along the way
Resources provided:
• Teaching slides to aid discussion
• Pupil resource – Questions
• Pupil resource – Comic strip template

Planning Overview
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Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• narrate a character’s story detailing the trials and tribulations 

they face along the way
• develop understand of Father’s many experiences in the strange 

land
Resources provided:
• Teaching slides to aid discussion
• Pupil resource – Similarities and differences table
• Pupil resource – PEE speaking frame
• Extracts from the text

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• explore the family’s feelings regarding the pending journey to 

their new home
• consider the guidance Father would offer to his family in 

surviving the process of immigration and the lengthy journey to 
their new home based on his own experiences

• draft, edit and develop Father’s letter
• explore how the family has adapted to their life together in a 

new country
Resources provided:
• Teaching slides to aid discussion
• Pupil resource – Letter topics
• Pupil resource – Letter plan
• Pupil resource – Individual images
• Pupil resource – PEE speaking frame

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• investigate themes/characters from a focus text
• explore the family’s emotions in the build-up to Father’s 

departure
• explore the illustrations in Chapter 1 by investigating the 

symbolism they might convey
• to plan a farewell note from Father to his daughter
• to write a farewell note from Father to his daughter
Resources provided:
• Teaching slides to aid discussion
• Pupil resource – 18 images
• Pupil resource – Similarities and differences table
• Pupil resource – Words for definition
• Pupil resource – Thought bubble templates
• Pupil resource – Planning sheet
• Extracts from the text

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary
This week the children will: 
• develop understanding of and empathy with Father as he 

embarks on his journey
• explore the theme of immigration
• develop understanding of the challenges an immigrant faces in 

search for a new home
Resources provided:
• Teaching slides to aid discussion
• Pupil resource – Journal template 1
• Pupil resource – Sample journal
• Pupil resource – Similarities and differences table
• Pupil resource – Ellis Island character
• Pupil resource – Journal template 2
• Extracts from the text

Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• develop understanding of and empathy with Father as he 

embarks on his journey
• recognise that Father’s arrival in his new home has resulted in 

mixed emotions for him
Resources provided:
• Teaching slides to aid discussion
• Pupil resource – Journal template 3
• Extracts from the text


