
Unit overview

This six-week unit is a study of two short stories by Ray Bradbury, ‘The Rocket’ and ‘All Summer in a Day’. This 
sequence of learning will develop pupils’ understanding of the short story genre, characters, themes and language. 
These stories take place within the framework of a future society in which the colonisation of neighbouring planets in 
our Solar System has become possible. It includes research work into the Solar System and will therefore complement 
Year 5 topic work on the planets. This unit provides the pupils with many opportunities to write in the style of Ray 
Bradbury, focusing on the writing of character and dialogue. This unit teaches reading, including fluency, vocabulary 
and comprehension and meaningful writing, for a range of form, purpose and audience. The teaching of grammar 
and punctuation is embedded within the analysis of the language and structures used to tell the story, with pupils 
exploring the effect these might have on readers. Pupils are taught to apply what they have learned to their own 
writing, making choices to affect their reader’s thoughts and feelings. This learning culminates in a final piece of 
writing, where the pupils apply all that they have learned to write a narrative based on an adventure involving 
space exploration. This task will give the pupils an opportunity to write in an engaging and classic style. All extracts, 
resources, session planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Key questions

• What is colonisation?
• Should humans colonise space?
• Is the portrayal of Venus realistic?
• What are your dreams and desires?
• Is it important to follow your dreams? Can you

make your dreams happen?
• Is a young man doomed to the fate of an older

man?
• Can/does society change for the better? How?
• What makes a good father? Is Bodoni a good

father? Why or why not?
• How is Margot different from the rest of the

children?
• Why is Margot disliked? Is she in any way to

blame for this?
• Do you understand why the other children bully

Margot?
• Do you feel sympathy for/empathy with Margot?
• Can you analyse the writing and explain how it

portrays Margot’s anguish/despair?
• Can an individual be responsible for the actions

of the group?
• What does the author mean by the ‘shape’ and

‘sound’ of a sentence?
• How does the narrative have musicality and

rhythm?

Themes and cross-curricular links

• PSCHE – Bullying, jealousy, isolation, responsibility for our actions and culpability, parenting,
consideration of others and conflicting emotions, the impact of technology on our psyche/well-
being

• PSCHE/History – Colonisation
• Science – Space and the Solar System
• History – The Apollo 11 Moon landing, the Mayflower and Pilgrim Fathers
• DT/Art – Build a new world space colony, draw/paint space landscapes
• Drama – Act out scenes from the stories

‘The Rocket’ and ‘All Summer in a Day’ by Ray Bradbury
Recommended Year Group: Year 5

Recommended Editions: ‘The Rocket’ in 
The Illustrated Man: 9780006479222

‘All Summer in a Day’ is provided in full as part 
of the unit

Writing outcomes

• Internal monologue as Bodoni (Sessions 3 and
8) – to understand character

• Write in the style of the text (Sessions 5, 10, 11,
18 and 21) – to entertain, create character

• Free-write narrative using language from the
text (Session 7) – to develop writing

• Free-write as characters (Sessions 14 and 20) –
to explore figurative language, evaluate themes

• Write a soliloquy as a character (Session 16) –
to investigate character

• Evaluate and redraft a piece of writing (Session
22) – to improve writing

• Write a story in the style of Bradbury (Sessions
26–30) – to entertain
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Related books for wider reading

• Other stories from The Illustrated Man by
Ray Bradbury

• The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury
• R is for Rocket by Ray Bradbury
• S is for Space by Ray Bradbury
• Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (possibly

an abridged version)
• How to Land on the Moon (Rising Stars

Reading Planet)
• The Apollo Time Capsule by David &

Cathy MacPhail (Rising Stars Reading
Planet)

• The Time Machine by H.G. Wells (Rising
Stars Reading Planet)

• The War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells
(possibly a simplified version)

• The Complete Robot by Isaac Asimov
• Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce
• Laika by Nick Abadzis (graphic novel)
• Professor Astro Cat’s Frontiers of Space

by Dominic Walliman and Ben Newman
• What’s it like in Space? By Ariel Waldman
• Space (Usborne Discovery)

Essential teaching guidance

• Ray Bradbury wrote these stories midway through the 20th century (1950 and 1954). At this time,
the Space Race was in its infancy and interest in the exploration of space and the other planets
of the Solar System was high. Little was known of the conditions on our neighbouring planets – in
1954, as Bradbury wrote ‘All Summer in a Day’, conditions on Venus were unknown. Astronomers
knew Venus was covered in clouds, and many thought it might be wet. It was this belief that gave
Bradbury the premise for the story. We now know that Venus is unable to sustain life – this will
make for interesting research and discussion in class.

• It is recommended that the children read other Ray Bradbury stories from The Illustrated Man
alongside these ones. In particular, ‘The Veldt’ (also in The Illustrated Man) highlights the powers of
virtual realties over the lives and minds of the young – this resonates strongly with today’s debates
on screens and the overuse of devices. Other recommended stories are ‘Kaleidoscope’ and ‘The
Long Rain’, although teachers should be warned that these contain one or two swear words.

• Some of the language in the stories is complex, especially in ‘All Summer in a Day’. The challenge is
high, and teachers should allow pupils the time to explore the complex language in pair and group
work – they will relish the challenge.



Curriculum coverage

‘The Rocket’ and ‘All Summer in a Day’ by Ray Bradbury
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Spoken language:
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for

expressing feelings
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and

initiating and responding to comments
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining

and exploring ideas
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
• performing their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that

meaning is clear

Reading:
• identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing
• make comparisons within and across books
• check that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the

meaning of words in context
• ask questions to improve their understanding
• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and

justify inferences with evidence
• predict what might happen from details stated and implied
• summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identify key details that support

the main ideas
• identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the

impact on the reader
• participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for

themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously
• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal

presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary
• provide reasoned justifications for their views

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and writing
• use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause
• use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely
• use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility
• use relative clauses beginning with ‘who’, ‘which’, ‘where’, ‘when’, ‘whose’, ‘that’ or with an implied

(i.e. omitted) relative pronoun
• use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing
• use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis

Writing:
Plan their writing by:
• identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using

other similar writing as models for their own
• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
• in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in what

pupils have read, listened to or seen performed
Draft and write by:
• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and

enhance meaning
• in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey

character and advance the action
• précising longer passages
• using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs
• using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader

(for example, headings, bullet points, underlining)
Evaluate and edit by:
• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing
• proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify

meaning
• ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing
• ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing

between the language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register
• proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors

Recommended Year Group: Year 5
Recommended Editions: ‘The Rocket’ in 
The Illustrated Man: 9780006479222

‘All Summer in a Day’ is provided in full as part 
of the unit



Planning Overview
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Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• further explore the theme of ‘consideration towards others 

and conflicting emotions’
• further explore the theme of ‘good parenting’ 
• analyse the writing style of Ray Bradbury
• write in the style of the story

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – First Draft 1
•  Pupil resource – Second Draft 1
•  Pupil resource – Reality/Illusion table
•  Pupil resource – Rain paragraph
•  Pupil resource – Rain passages 
•  Pupil resource – Margot description 
•  Pupil resource – Depressed mannequin
•  Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• plan a story set in space
• write in the style of the story
• develop editing and redrafting skills

Resources provided:
• Full text of ‘All Summer in a Day’
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• develop an understanding of the early voyages to Space
• develop an understanding for the current interest in Space 

travel and colonisation
• develop empathy for some of the characters
• understand some of the characters
• write in character

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Viewpoint/Evidence table
• Pupil resource – Bodoni thought bubble 1
• ●Pupil resource – Dialogue/Actions table
• Pupil resource – Straw draw questions
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• develop a more in-depth understanding of character portrayal
• begin to explore the theme of ‘consideration towards others 

and conflicting emotions’
• analyse the writing style of Ray Bradbury
• write in the style of the story
• develop editing and redrafting skills
• begin to explore the theme of ‘good parenting’ 
• develop reading skills: retrieval and inference

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Dream Sequence
•  Pupil resource – Bodoni thought bubble 2
•  Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• analyse writing on rain
• freewrite on the subject of rain
• analyse character portrayal
• develop empathy for some of the characters
• understand some of the characters
• begin to explore the theme of ‘bullying, jealousy and isolation’
• develop reading skills: retrieval and inference

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Role on the Wall template
• Pupil resource – Margot’s reactions
• Pupil resource – Margot in closet
• Pupil resource – Raindrop templates
• Full text of ‘All Summer in a Day’
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• analyse an emotive piece of writing
• further explore the theme of ‘bullying, jealousy and isolation’
• explore the theme of culpability and responsibility
• free write as a character involved in a bullying incident
• analyse the writing style of Ray Bradbury
• write in the style of the story
• develop editing and redrafting skills
• develop reading skills: retrieval and inference

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – First draft 2
• Pupil resource – Second draft 2
• Pupil resource – The Rocket evaluation
• Pupil resource – All Summer in a Day evaluation
• Pupil resource – Emotions graph
• Pupil resource – Maria story opening
• Pupil resource – William story opening
• Pupil resource – Character development
• Full text of ‘All Summer in a Day’
• Teaching slides to support discussion




