
Themes and cross-curricular links

• Philosophy/SMSC – relating the book to 
themselves and the world, relationships, 
feelings, family, society, self-expression, 
power, communication, values, freedom 
of speech, class and equality, love.

• P4C – If we had to live with a restriction 
to the words we could use, how would 
this affect our ability to communicate? 

• Maths – place value, money (value of 
words), time, problem solving

• Science – sound 
• STEM – architecture (structure of factory, 

spiralling stairs in Phileas’ home) 
• Computing – ‘The Big Word Factory’ app 
• Art – inspiration from everyday life as per 

illustrator, use of colour to highlight detail 
• Drama – role play, hot seating
• French – links across languages 

curriculum and ‘La Grande Fabrique de 
mots’ 

• Geography – pollution and the 
environment

Phileas’s Fortune by Agnès de Lestrade and Valeria Docampo Recommended Year Group: Year 4
Recommended Edition: 9781433807923 

Essential teaching guidance

• This is a high-quality picture book, with themes to 
explore throughout, allowing plenty of time to discuss 
and draw inferences through the images is important 
and how the images and words work together to 
create meaning. 

Rising Stars 2020 © Hodder & Stoughton Limited

Unit overview

This six-week unit is a study of Phileas’s Fortune by Agnès de Lestrade and Valeria Docampo, a story about self-expression, 
translated from the French La Grande Fabrique de Mots. The plot explores themes of self-expression, class and equality, linking 
with power and communication. The sequence of learning will develop pupils’ understanding of story, characters, themes and 
language. The unit teaches reading, including fluency, vocabulary and comprehension, and meaningful writing, for a range of 
form, purpose and audience. The final piece of writing will draw on much of what the children have learned across this learning 
journey. All extracts, resources, session planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Curriculum coverage

Spoken Language:
• ask relevant questions to extend their 

understanding and knowledge
• use relevant strategies to build their 

vocabulary
• use spoken language to develop 

understanding through speculating, 
hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing 
command of Standard English

Reading:
• identify themes and conventions in a wide 

range of books
• discuss words and phrases that capture the 

reader’s interest and imagination
• check that the text makes sense to them, 

discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context

• ask questions to improve their understanding 
of a text

• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justify inferences with evidence

• predict what might happen from details 
stated and implied

• identify main ideas and summarising these
• identify how language, structure, and 

presentation contribute to meaning
●• participate in discussion, taking turns and 

listening to what others say

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• extend the range of sentences with more 

than one clause by using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including ‘when’, ‘if’, ‘because’ 
and ‘although’

• use fronted adverbials and using commas 
after fronted adverbials

• use and punctuating direct speech
• use and understand grammatical 

terminology accurately and appropriately 
when discussing their writing and reading

Writing:
• discuss writing similar to that which they 

are planning to write in order to understand 
and learn from its structure, vocabulary and 
grammar

• discuss and record ideas
• compose and rehearse sentences orally 

(including dialogue), progressively building a 
varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing 
range of sentence structures 

• organise paragraphs around a theme
• assess the effectiveness of their own and 

others’ writing and suggest improvements
• propose changes to grammar and 

vocabulary to improve consistency, including 
the accurate use of pronouns in sentences

• proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
• read their own writing aloud to a group or 

the whole class, using appropriate intonation 
and controlling the tone and volume so that 
the meaning is clear

Key questions

• How do you express yourself?
• How important are words?
• How does translation affect meaning?
• How can language and vocabulary affect your position in 

society?
• Is what we have in our hearts more valuable than 

material wealth?
• Should richer people have different rights to poorer 

people?
• Do wealthier people have access to the best language in 

our society?

Related books for wider reading

• The Truth Pixie by Matt Haig

Writing outcomes

• A narrative setting description – to describe and 
entertain

• An internal monologue with choice of character – to 
entertain and explain

• A prediction – to explain and describe
• An internal monologue as main character – to explain 

and entertain
• A formal letter – to inform and persuade



Week 4
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• gain a deeper understanding of character, drawing on

evidence and inference
• empathise with the character and prepare for writing in

role
• write an internal monologue in role as the main

character
• show comprehension through predictions justified with

evidence of text linked inference
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Character questions
• Pupil resource – Monologue planning sheet
• Pupil resource – Comprehension questions 3
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Planning Overview
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Week 5
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• philosophise around the themes and questions that the

book raises
• reflect on the characters, plot and morals of the whole

text
• explore the idea of freedom of speech/expression,

linking to real life situations
• recognise the difference between fact and opinion

and explore ways to manipulate the reader with the
language used around these

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Cybele feelings
• Pupil resource – Feelings
• Pupil resource – Vocabulary gap information sheet
• Pupil resource – Fact or opinion?
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 6
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• draw on reading as a model and contribute towards a

shared write example of a formal letter of complaint
• plan, draft, edit and publish a formal letter of complaint

Week 1
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• infer meaning and build clues for predictions
• analyse text and accompanying illustrations, asking

questions to improve understanding
• discuss, compare and use adjectives and descriptive

phrases, considering the impact on the reader
• write descriptively to engage a reader in the form of a

setting description as part of a narrative
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – See/Think/Wonder
• Pupil resource – Image of Phileas
• Pupil resource – Image of the land
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 2
Objectives and outcomes summary
This week the children will: 
• explore categorisation and interpretation of words
• empathise with characters by experiencing what it’s like

to live with restricted use of language
• write an internal monologue in role with a choice of

character
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Category word
• Pupil resource – Words to classify
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 3
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• clarify understanding of the text and analyse language
• develop understanding of the meaning and purpose of

words
• begin to philosophise on a social word gap being

a result of culture, background, opportunities and
education and begin developing an understanding that
this can be influenced by the governance of a country.

• develop an understanding of some of the characters
through inference, discussion and role play

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Comprehension questions 1
• Pupil resource – Comprehension questions 2
• Pupil resource – See/Infer/Wonder
• Pupil resource – Image of the woman
• Teaching slides to support discussion


