
Key questions

• What does it mean to be selfish?
• What does it mean to be generous?
• Why do you think the Giant behaves the way he

does?
• What motivates us to do good things?
• Why does the Giant finally allow the children into

the garden?
• How do the characters change from the beginning

of the story to the end of the story?
• What is the moral of the story?
• What are the similarities/differences between ‘The

Selfish Giant’ and ‘The Happy Prince’?
• What does it mean to be happy?
• What does it mean to be rich?
• Are the gaps between the rich and the poor just

about money?
• What is more important, being kind or beautiful?

Themes and
cross-curricular links

• Science – plants, trees, growth,
life cycles, classification

• Music – The Four Seasons by
Vivaldi/composers

• Art and design – garden designs/
statues/sculptures

• RE – Christianity
• SMSC – feelings, selfishness, acts

of kindness, forgiveness, sharing,
judging, sadness/happiness

• Drama – role playing scenes, hot
seating, freeze frames, reading
aloud

‘The Selfish Giant’ and ‘The Happy Prince’ by Oscar Wilde
Recommended Year Group: Year 3 

Recommended Edition: 9780340841716
Suggested Term: Summer

Writing outcomes

• A character description of the Giant – to describe
• A letter – to persuade
• The next part of the story in the style of the

author – to entertain/to predict
• An alternative ending to ‘The Selfish Giant’ – to

entertain
• An internal monologue in the role of the

Swallow – to empathise
• Diary entries in the role of the Seamstress,

Theatre Director and Match Girl – to empathise
• An alternative ending to ‘The Happy Prince’ – to

entertain
• A short traditional tale – to entertain/to teach a

moral lesson
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Unit overview
Whilst following this six-week unit, pupils will study the language, plot, structure and characters of the beloved stories ‘The Selfish Giant’ and 
‘The Happy Prince’ by Oscar Wilde. They will make connections with themes, morals and philosophical questions on a personal level which will 
enrich their understanding of the story and help them to produce thoughtful, meaningful writing. With a clear focus on the effect on purpose 
and audience, the teaching of grammatical structures and vocabulary is embedded in the reading and writing and pupils will explore how 
these create effects in the story then apply them to their own writing. The unit culminates in a final piece of writing where pupils can use all of 
the knowledge and skills they have learned across the six weeks, to write a traditional tale of their own. All extracts, resources, session plans 
and teaching slides are included in the unit.

Curriculum coverage
Spoken language:
• Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
• Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and

knowledge
• Use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
• Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives

for different purposes, including for expressing feelings
• Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative

conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding
to comments

• Use spoken language to develop understanding through
speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas

• Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of
Standard English

• Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role
play/improvisations and debates

• Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
• Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and

building on the contributions of others
• Select and use appropriate registers for effective

communication

Reading:
Develop positive attitudes to reading, and an understanding of 
what they read, by: 
• listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry,

plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks
• reading books that are structured in different ways and

reading for a range of purposes
• using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they

have read
• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books,

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some
of these orally

• identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books
• discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s

interest and imagination
Understand what they read, in books they can read 
independently, by: 
• checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their

understanding, and explaining the meaning of words in
context

• asking questions to improve their understanding of a text
• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings,

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence

• predicting what might happen from details stated and
implied

• identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph
and summarising these

• identifying how language, structure, and presentation
contribute to meaning

• participating in discussion about both books that are read to
them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns
and listening to what others say

Writing:
Plan their writing by: 
• discussing writing similar to that which they are planning

to write in order to understand and learn from its structure,
vocabulary and grammar

• discussing and recording ideas
Draft and write by: 
• composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including

dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary
and an increasing range of sentence structures

• organising paragraph around a theme
• creating settings, characters and plot in narratives
Evaluate and edit by:
• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing

and suggesting improvements
• proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve

consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in
sentences

• proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors
• reading their own writing aloud to a group or the whole class,

using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• Spell words that are often misspelt
• Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and

cohesion and to avoid repetition
• Use and punctuate direct speech
• Use and understand the grammatical terminology accurately

and appropriately when discussing their writing and reading

Related books for wider reading

• Fairy Tales by Hans Christian Andersen
• The Complete Grimm’s Fairy Tales by The Brothers

Grimm
• Aesop’s Fables by Aesop
• Winter’s Child by Graham Baker Smith

Essential teaching guidance

• The stories contain the themes
of dying and death so be aware
that some children may be
sensitive to this.

• The stories contain religious
themes.



Planning Overview
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Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• make inferences and predictions based on what they 

have read
• identify the themes and conventions in a traditional 

story
• explore what it means to be truly happy
• develop a deeper understanding of the characters
• free write the internal monologue of the Swallow

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Character graph
• Pupil resource – What makes me happy?
• Pupil resource – Happiness journal
• Pupil resource – Grid of characters
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• write a traditional story of their own
• learn how to edit their own work
• learn how to offer constructive feedback on others’ 

writing
• publish their own writing
• celebrate the success of their own writing

Resources provided:
• ●Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• design and label a dream garden
• make inferences and predictions based on what they 

have read
• analyse language to portray a setting
• describe a setting
• explore what it means to be selfish
• develop an understanding of the ‘The Selfish Giant’ by 

writing descriptions of him

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Text extract
• Pupil resource – The Giant illustration
• Pupil resource – Letter from the Giant
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• develop a deeper understanding of characters in the story
• analyse language to portray a character
• learn and understand the features of a persuasive letter
• write a persuasive letter from the children to the Giant, 

persuading him to let them play in his garden
• predict what might happen and write the next part of the 

story in the style of the author
• understand the key events in the story in order to summarise
• write our own ending to the story

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Persuasive letter example
• Pupil resource – Persuasive writing technique grid
• Pupil resource – Text extract
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• explore the gaps being rich and poor in the story
• free write a diary entry from the point of view of the 

recipients explaining how the gifts have changed their 
lives

• consider the choices that authors make when writing a 
story

• ask and answer questions about the story
• write an ending to the story based on reading so far

Resources provided:
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• compare and contrast the stories of ‘The Selfish Giant’ and 

‘The Happy Prince’
• consider the choices that authors make when writing a story
• sequence the events of the story
• plan a traditional story of their own
• learn how to create their own characters and build on them

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Character graph
• Pupil resource – Story comparison grid
• Pupil resource – Structuring grid
• Teaching slides to support discussion


