
Curriculum coverage

Key questions

• What is fear?
• Is fear the same for all 

people?
• What is a talent?
• Is it ever okay to tell a lie?

Themes and cross-curricular links

• Maths – Time, co-ordinates, 
direction

• Geography – Maps
• Science – Light/shadows, animals 

– adaptation and variation
• Art – Family portraits
• Art and Design – Puppets, create 

their own magical setting
• RE – festivals – Christmas
• ICT – Graphic design, blogging, 

room design
• SMSC – Facing fears, talents/

self-worth, friendship/belonging, 
telling the truth/telling a lie

• Drama – Hot seating, freeze 
frames, discussion and debate
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Writing outcomes

• An apology letter – to 
apologise

• Diary entries – to recount
• An internal monologue – to 

recount
• An advertisement – to 

persuade
• A newspaper report – to 

inform
• A continuation of the story – 

to entertain
• A trial account – to inform
• A magical adventure story – 

to entertain
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Unit overview

This seven-week unit of work immerses children in the language, structure and characters of the fantastical and magical story 
Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow. The text is used to develop reading comprehension, vocabulary and writing skills. 
Opportunities are also given for the children to rehearse the correct use of basic grammar and punctuation. Children make connections 
with themes on a personal level and create varied, meaningful writing outcomes. The unit culminates in a final piece of work where the 
children apply all that they have learned to create a magical adventure story of their own. All extracts, resources, session planning 
and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Related books for wider reading

• Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone by J. K. Rowling

• Brightstorm by Vashti Hardy
• Northern Lights by Philip Pullman

Essential teaching guidance

• Please be aware that some 
children may be sensitive 
to the theme of death in the 
book.

• Some children may not be 
comfortable discussing their 
fears.

Spoken language:
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different 

purposes, including for expressing feelings
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying 

on topic and initiating and responding to comments
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations 

and debates
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others
• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication

Reading:
• read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes
• increase familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and 

traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books 
from other cultures and traditions

• recommend books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their 
choices

• identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide range of 
writing

• make comparisons within and across books
• check that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 

exploring the meaning of words in context
• ask questions to improve their understanding
• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 

their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
• predict what might happen from details stated and implied
• summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying 

key details that support the main ideas
• identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, 

considering the impact on the reader
• distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
• participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can 

read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging 
views courteously

• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including 
through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and 
using notes where necessary

• provide reasoned justifications for their views

Writing:
• identify the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own
• note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary
• in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters 

and settings in material read, listened to or seen performed
• proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
• perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, 

and movement so that meaning is clear
draft and write by:
• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning
• in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
• précising longer passages
• using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 

paragraphs
• using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text 

and to guide the reader
evaluate and edit by:
• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing
• proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning
• ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of 

writing
• ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and 

plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and 
choosing the appropriate register

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal 

speech and writing, including subjunctive forms
• use passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence
• use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause
• use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely
• use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility
• use relative clauses beginning with ‘who’, ‘which’, ‘where’, ‘when’, 

‘whose’, ‘that’ or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun
• use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing
• use hyphens to avoid ambiguity
• use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis
• use semicolons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between 

independent clauses
• use a colon to introduce a list
• punctuate bullet points consistently



Planning Overview
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Sessions 11–18

Objectives and outcomes summary:
The children will: 
• develop an understanding of what to include in an advert 

and how to persuade the reader
• write an advertisement for the Hotel Deucalion
• develop an understanding of how to present an advert 

effectively
• understand the key events from the story in order to 

summarise
• plan a newspaper report based on an event in the book
• write a newspaper report based on an event in the book

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Persuasive technique
• Pupil resource – Advert template
• Pupil resource – Presentational device chart
• Pupil resource – Planning template
• Pupil resource – Newspaper article template
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Sessions 28–35

Objectives and outcomes summary:
The children will: 
• write a magical story of their own
• learn how to edit their work
• learn how to offer constructive feedback on other’s writing
• publish their own writing
• celebrate the success of their own writing

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Editing Nevermoor
• Pupil resource – Response sandwich sheet
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Sessions 1–5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
The children will: 
• make inferences and predictions based on reading and 

justify opinions about the reading  
• develop an understanding of the main character
• free write a formal letter of apology
• analyse language to portray a character
• create empathy for reading through exploring the 

thoughts and feelings of characters 
• write a diary entry from the point of view of a character

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Role cards
• Pupil resource – Opening page
• Pupil resource – Comprehension questions
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Sessions 6–10

Objectives and outcomes summary:
The children will: 
• explore their understanding of stories set in a parallel world 
• develop a deeper understanding of characters in the story 
• develop an understanding of the setting within a story 
• free write an internal monologue of Morrigan Crow
• develop an understanding of the power of persuasive 

writing
• plan writing an advertisement for the Hotel Deucalion 

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Evidence chart
• Pupil resource – Fact or opinion?
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Sessions 19–21

Objectives and outcomes summary:
The children will: 
• explore how the author creates mystery and suspense 
• free write and predict the next paragraph of the story
• explore what fear is and how to overcome it
• use their imagination to write their own account of the 

trial
• take part in an oral debate

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Clue collecting
• Pupil resource – For or against chart
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Sessions 22–27

Objectives and outcomes summary:
The children will: 
• free write a diary entry/blog post as Morrigan, explaining 

her thoughts and feelings
• begin to plan a magical story of their own
• learn how to create their own characters and build on them 
• use their imagination to create maps of the world they have 

created (for their magical story)

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – My talents
• Pupil resource – Sequencing events
• Pupil resource – Planning template
• Pupil resource – Characters
• Teaching slides to aid discussion


