
Key questions
• What can you see?
• Where is the setting for the story?
• What do you think is going to happen? Why?
• What happens at the beginning/middle/end of 

the story?
• What is the same? What is different?
• What is the author trying to tell us?
• What does this word mean? Can you think of a 

different word?
• Can I use this word in a sentence?
• How do you know…?
• Can you explain why…?
• Can you tell me more about…?
• Can I say the sentence I want to write?
• Does my writing make sense?
• How do you punctuate a sentence?
• Can you tell the story to a talk partner?
• What can we do to help spell words?

Themes and cross-curricular links
• Science: investigate light sources, find out about how eyes work, explore the sense of sight and consider 

what it’s like to be visually impaired, learn about the Sun and other stars and planets within our galaxy, and 
investigate seasonal patterns

• History: find out about space travel and early astronauts
• Geography: find out about places in the world that experience long periods of dark and light – what impact 

does this have on everyday life, and what are the advantages and disadvantages?
• ICT: use the Internet to research information about the Sun, Moon, planets and constellations within our galaxy, 

and visit Emma Yarlett’s website to find out more about her work
• Design Technology: use a range of tools and materials to design and make shadow puppets for a class show, 

design and make a night box – what contents would you put into it and how would you decorate it?
• SMSC: develop understanding and empathy of other people’s feelings, turn taking and working collaboratively
• Drama: work in role as a character, hot seat and tell stories orally
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Unit overview

This unit of work begins in Week 1 with The Night Box, which tells the story of a boy called Max, custodian of a key 
and a midnight blue box. As day draws to an end and Max gets ready for bed, he has one more job to do before 
he sleeps. When Max opens the box, with a ‘WHOOSH!’ Day slips inside and Night sweeps out. This is a beautiful 
story of the night with both the text and illustrations providing a wonderful foundation for exploring night time and 
experiences of the dark.

In Weeks 2 and 3 of the unit, the complementary text Orion and The Dark builds upon the introductory themes and 
descriptive language. This story is about a boy who is scared of lots of things, but especially the dark. One night, 
Dark comes to life and visits Orion, taking him on an adventure and helping him to overcome his fears.

Orion and the Dark was winner of the English Association 4–11 Picture Book Award and nominated for the CILIP Kate 
Greenaway Medal. The Night Box has also been nominated for the CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal and shortlisted for 
the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize, the Teach Primary Book Awards and the Klaus Flugge Prize.

Related books for wider reading
• The Dark by Lemony Snicket and Jon Klassen
• Goodnight Everyone by Chris Haughton
• Owl Babies by Martin Waddell and Patrick 

Benson
• Can’t You Sleep, Little Bear by Martin Waddell 

and Barbara Fish
• Peace at Last by Jill Murphy
Other books by Louise Greig
• Sweep
• A Whisper from Grey
• Between Tick and Tock
• A Walk Through the Woods
Other books by Emma Yarlett
• Dragon Post
• Poppy Pickle
• Nibbles
• Beast Feast
• Sidney, Stella, and the Moon

Essential teaching guidance
• The two picture books selected for this unit of work both contain high quality illustrations. It is recommended 

that multiple copies of the books are purchased so that pupils can study and enjoy these illustrations. Pupils 
should be encouraged to browse, read and return to the books on several occasions so that the layers of 
meaning explored in the course of the unit can be reinforced through personal enjoyment and pleasure for 
reading.

• This unit of work has been planned over a three-week period. However, teachers should use their professional 
discretion, based on their knowledge of their cohort, about how long this may take with their class. 

• Spoken language lays the foundation for all aspects of the work covered in the unit. Quality time needs to be 
spent explaining, exploring, discussing and using new vocabulary. 

• Explicit modelling is a key component of effective teaching. Skilful practitioners will support modelling using 
talk or ‘think-alouds’ to help pupils become aware of the often implicit processes and decisions encountered in 
reading and writing.

Writing outcomes
• A list poem to 

describe the 
contents of a night 
box

• Writing in the style 
of Louise Greig to 
describe night

• Writing in the role 
as a character

• Making predictions 
based upon what 
happens at the 
beginning and end 
of a story

• Describing Orion
• Personal narrative 

about being afraid
• Writing a list of 

places where dark 
can be found

• Questions to hot 
seat a character

• Planning and 
inventing a 
new story about 
overcoming a fear
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Curriculum coverage

Reading (Word Reading)
•  Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the 

route to decode words 
• Respond speedily with the correct sound to 

graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for all 
40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, 
alternative sounds for graphemes 

• Read accurately by blending sounds in 
unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have 
been taught 

• Read common exception words, noting 
unusual correspondences between spelling 
and sound and where these occur in the 
word 

• Read words containing taught GPCs and –s, 
–es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings 

• Read other words of more than one syllable 
that contain taught GPCs 

• Read words with contractions (for example 
‘I’m’, ‘I’ll’ and ‘we’ll’) and understand that the 
apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s) 

• Read aloud accurately books that are 
consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge and that do not require them to 
use other strategies to work out words 

• Re-read these books to build up their fluency 
and confidence in word reading

Reading (Comprehension)
• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to 

read, vocabulary and understanding by:
– listening to and discussing a wide range 

of poems, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can read 
independently 

– being encouraged to link what they read or 
hear to their own experiences 

– becoming very familiar with key stories, 
fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling 
them and considering their particular 

characteristics 
– recognising and joining in with predictable 

phrases 
– learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, 

and to recite some by heart 
– discussing word meanings, linking new 

meanings to those already known 
• Understand both the books they can already 

read accurately and fluently and those they 
listen to by:
– drawing on what they already know or on 

background information and vocabulary 
provided by the teacher 

– checking that the text makes sense to them 
as they read and correcting inaccurate 
reading 

– discussing the significance of the title and 
events 

– making inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done 

– predicting what might happen on the basis 
of what has been read so far 

Reading Content Domains
• 1a: Draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts
• 1b: Identify/explain key aspects of fiction and 

non-fiction texts, such as characters, events, 
titles and information

• 1c: Identify and explain the sequence of 
events in texts

• 1d: Make inferences from the text
• 1e: Predict what might happen on the basis of 

what has been read so far
Spelling
• Spell words containing each of the 40+ 

phonemes already taught 
• Spell common exception words 
• Spell the days of the week 
• Name the letters of the alphabet: 

– in order 
– using letter names to distinguish between 

alternative spellings of the same sound
• Add prefixes and suffixes

– using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es 
as the plural marker for nouns and the 
third person singular marker for verbs 

– using the prefix un– 
– using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no 

change is needed in the spelling of root 
words (for example, helping, helped, 
helper, eating, quicker, quickest) 

• Apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as 
listed in English Appendix 1 

• Write from memory simple sentences dictated 
by the teacher that include words using the 
GPCs and common exception words taught 
so far

Handwriting
• Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil 

comfortably and correctly 
• Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct 

direction, starting and finishing in the right 
place 

• Form capital letters 
• Form digits 0–9 
• Understand which letters belong to which 

handwriting ‘families’ (letters that are formed 
in similar ways) and to practise these

Composition
• Write sentences by:

– saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 

– composing a sentence orally before writing 
it 

– sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives 

– re-reading what they have written to check 
that it makes sense 

• Discuss what they have written with the 
teacher or other pupils 

• Read aloud their writing clearly enough to be 
heard by their peers and the teacher

Grammar and Punctuation
• Develop their understanding of the concepts 

set out in English Appendix 2 by: 
– leaving spaces between words 
– joining words and joining clauses using 

‘and’ 
– beginning to punctuate sentences using a 

capital letter and a full stop, question mark 
or exclamation mark

– using a capital letter for names of people, 
places, the days of the week, and the 
personal pronoun ‘I’ 

– learning the grammar for Year 1 in English 
Appendix 2 

• Develop their understanding of the concepts 
set out in English Appendix 2 by: 
– leaving spaces between words 
– joining words and joining clauses using 

‘and’ 
– beginning to punctuate sentences using a 

capital letter and a full stop, question mark 
or exclamation mark

– using a capital letter for names of people, 
places, the days of the week, and the 
personal pronoun ‘I’ 

– learning the grammar for Year 1 in English 
Appendix 2 

• Use the grammatical terminology in English 
Appendix 2 in discussing their writing

Year 1 Terminology
Letter, capital letter word, singular, plural 
sentence punctuation, full stop, question mark, 
exclamation mark.
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Planning Overview
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Week 1
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• use pictures to make predictions and inferences
• compare pictures from the beginning and end of 

a story
• write/draw about their first impressions
• read words accurately by blending sounds in 

unfamiliar words
• read sentences fluently and accurately
• use the text as a stimulus to describe the 

contents of a night box 
• know and use some of the features of a list 

poem
• plan and orally rehearse sentences prior to 

writing
• recall key events from a story
• develop understanding of new words
• sort and use words that describe how night and 

day begin
• write in the style of Louise Greig to describe night
• use evidence from the text to support an idea 
• work in role and write from a character’s 

perspective 
• work collaboratively with a talk partner

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Beginning and ending
• Pupil resource – First impressions
• Pupil resource – My night box
• Pupil resource – Sorting rings
• Pupil resource – Describing Night
• Pupil resource – Night-time
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 2
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• make predictions about characters and events
• support predictions with simple justifications using words 

such as ‘because’
• read words accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar 

words
• read sentences fluently and accurately
• use talk to share ideas, expressing ideas in simple sentences
• compare pictures and text from the beginning and end of a 

story
• retrieve key information about a character
• understand and use new vocabulary 
• use descriptive language in oral work
• write a list of places where dark can be found
• plan and write about personal experiences of being afraid
• orally compose and rehearse sentences for writing 
• use ‘and’ and ‘because’ to join clauses 
• write accurately punctuated questions
• check sentences make sense and can be read by others
• spell Year 1 common exception words accurately
• use phonics to spell words
• work in role and compose questions to hot seat Dark
• know that readers ask questions as they read

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Beginning and ending
• Pupil resource – Finding out about Orion
• Pupil resource – Staircase words
• Pupil resource – Circle of fears
• Pupil resource – Questions for Dark
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 3
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• read sentences fluently and accurately
• read words accurately by blending sounds in 

unfamiliar words
• explore a character’s feelings
• understand the meaning of new words and use 

them in sentences
• sort a set of ‘sound’ words
• sequence key events in a story
• retell a story with a beginning, middle and end
• use some features of narrative when retelling a 

story, e.g. ‘Once upon a time’
• use some time adverbials when retelling and writing 

a story
• plan and write a new story about overcoming a fear
• use ‘and’ and ‘because’ to join clauses 
• write accurately punctuated questions
• check sentences make sense and can be read by 

others
• spell Year 1 common exception words accurately
• use phonics to spell words
• edit sentences

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Dark hunt
• Pupil resource – Quiet and loud
• Pupil resource – ‘Roll a Dice’ word game
• Pupil resource – Storytelling hand
• Teaching slides to aid discussion


