
Themes and cross-curricular links
• British Values: Activities that involve turn taking,

sharing and collaboration through participation
in games and drama work. Exploration of
the concept of fairness through debate and
discussion about the actions of the characters.

• PSED: Opportunities for children to speak in
a range of groupings and situations, talking
confidently about their thoughts and ideas.
Provision of open-ended activities for the
children to explore a range of materials and
to independently make decisions about their
use. Discussion of experiences of needing and
asking for help and the effects of our behaviour
on others.

• Physical Development: Simple pancake races,
pancake tossing competitions, and cooking
activities to promote co-ordination skills.

• Mathematics: Exploration and investigation
of 2D shapes, counting, estimation and
simple addition and subtraction activities.
Measurement skills supported through cooking
activities.

• Understanding the World: Exploration of the
significance of Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Day
and the traditions associated with this event,
and where food comes from.

• Expressive Arts and Design: Opportunities to
play co-operatively in small world play activities
using new vocabulary from the unit. Role plays
to support exploration of events, characters and
feelings. Opportunity to use a variety of different
media to create pictures and models related to
the themes of the text.
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Key questions

• What does this
picture tell you?

• What do you think
is going to happen?

• Does this remind
you of anything?

• What is the author
trying to tell us?

• How does this
make you feel?

• Why do you think
that?

• What is Mr Wolf
like?

• Do you know any
other traditional
tale characters?

Writing outcomes

• Instructions
• Predictions
• Speech bubbles
• A new ending for the story
• Sentence and story editing
• A simple debate, with

arguments for and against

Unit overview
This three-week unit of work is a study of Mr Wolf’s Pancakes, a contemporary story based on the structure of the traditional tale, The Little Red Hen. Jan Fearnley’s 
humorous story has many references to characters such as Wee Willie Winkle, Little Red Riding Hood, Chicken Licken, the Gingerbread Man and the Three Little Pigs. It 
is recommended that the children listen to and enjoy the stories in which these characters appear as part of the wider work around the unit.
At first, Mr Wolf seems the very opposite of a traditional fairy tale wolf – he is gentle, polite, and friendly. After deciding to make some pancakes, Mr Wolf quickly 
realises that he will need some help from his neighbours. However, they are unwilling to help the struggling Mr Wolf with his reading, writing, counting, carrying and 
cooking. It is only when these unhelpful neighbours smell the delicious pancakes and are invited inside Mr Wolf’s house that these disagreeable characters get their 
comeuppance! Mr Wolf’s Pancakes is beautifully illustrated and rich in detail. It is strongly recommended that children have access to texts of their own when working 
in a small group. All extracts, resources, session planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Curriculum coverage

Communication and language:
Listening and attention: 
• listen attentively
• accurately anticipate key events and respond

to what they hear with relevant comments,
questions or actions

• give their attention to what others say and
respond appropriately

• after listening to stories, express views about
events or characters in the story and answer
questions about why things happened
(exceeding Early Learning Goal)

Understanding: 
• they answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about

their experiences and in response to the story,
events and discussions with others

• follow instructions involving several ideas or
actions.

• after listening to stories, express views about
events or characters in the story and answer
questions about why things happened
(exceeding ELG)

Speaking: 
• express themselves effectively, showing

awareness of listeners’ needs.
• use past, present and future forms accurately

when talking about events.
• develop their own narratives and explanations

by connecting ideas or events.
• recount experiences and imagine possibilities,

often using a range of vocabulary in
imaginative ways to add information, express
ideas or to explain or justify actions or events
(exceeding ELG)

Essential teaching guidance
• Spoken language lays the foundation for all aspects of

the work covered in the unit. Quality time needs to be
spent explaining, exploring, discussing and using new
vocabulary.

• Explicit modelling is a key component of effective
teaching. Skilful practitioners will support modelling
using talk or ‘think-alouds’ to help children become
aware of the often-implicit processes and decisions
encountered in all areas of learning.

• All resources, session planning and teaching slides
are included within this unit. Some activities may be
appropriate for whole class sessions, but it is for the
class teacher to decide if activities are best used in adult
led sessions with smaller groups of children.

• Activities in this unit of work should also be offered as
independent reading and writing opportunities within
the continuous provision. This enables children to
practise their reading and writing skills independently
and to explore the book further through role play and
within the creative area.
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Reading:
• read and understand simple sentences

using phonic knowledge to decode regular
words and some common irregular words.

• read aloud simple sentences
• demonstrate understanding when talking

with others about what they have read.
• children can read phonically regular words

of more than one syllable as well as
many irregular but high frequency words.
They use phonic, semantic and syntactic
knowledge to understand unfamiliar
vocabulary. They can describe the main
events in the simple stories they have read
(exceeding ELG)

Writing:
• use their phonic knowledge to write words

in ways which match their spoken sounds
• write some irregular common words
• write simple sentences which can be read

by themselves and others. Some words
are spelled correctly, and others are
phonetically plausible.

• spell phonically regular words of more
than one syllable as well as many irregular
but high frequency words – they use key
features of narratives in their own writing
(spaces between words, beginning to
punctuate sentences, use capital letters,
and join words and clauses using ‘and’
(exceeding ELG)

Physical Development:
• use a pencil and hold it effectively to form

recognisable letters, most of which are
correctly formed



Planning Overview
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Week 1
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• recognise some features of instructions
• sequence pictures in the correct order
• orally rehearse sentences for writing
• write simple sentences
• share ideas and talk with others
• use key vocabulary in discussion work
• explore the character of Mr Wolf
• use picture clues to support a prediction

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – How to make pancakes
• Pupil resource – Word cards
• Pupil resource – Jigsaw instructions
• Pupil resource – Differentiated instructions
• Pupil resource – Make a prediction
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Links to continuous provision:
• Provide a selection of traditional tale books and audiobooks to share, read and

talk about in the reading area.
• Create a Mr Wolf’s kitchen role play area to enable the children to re-enact the

story and participate in imaginative play.
• Teach the children how to play the game, ‘What’s the time, Mr Wolf?’.
• Place a selection of play or real food items in a tray and ask the children to write

a shopping list.
• Provide lemon-fragranced soapy water in a suitable tray, and explore whisking,

filling, pouring, mixing and making bubbles.
• Order food items by weight – provide a range of different sized food items so

that some small items are heavier than larger products.
• Provide a mystery food item – challenge the children to find three items heavier

and three items lighter. Provide simple charts for the children to record their
results.

• Play ‘Match the pancake’ – provide pancake-shaped templates with pairs of
either common exception words or phonetically decodable words.

• Provide a frying pan and phoneme grapheme cards. Teach the children the
song, “Pass, pass, pass the pan, pass it round and round. When it stops, take a
card, can you say the sound?”

• Provide a 1-minute sand timer. Record numbers of tosses on a simple tally chart.

Week 2
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• use picture clues to support predictions and inferences
• share ideas and justify answers
• become familiar with characters from traditional stories
• use a range of language to describe Mr Wolf
• use and develop new vocabulary
• understand a character’s viewpoint
• work in role as a character
• orally rehearse sentences for writing
• write a simple sentence
• plan a new ending for the story

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Images from the story
• Pupil resource – Word cards
• Pupil resource – Can you help me?
• Pupil resource – Letter
• Pupil resource – Plan a new ending
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Links to continuous provision:
• Provide a selection of other picture books by Jan Fearnley to share, read and talk about in the reading area.
• Provide puppets or simple character headbands and props for the children to continue working in role and exploring

character viewpoints.
• Create a Mother Hubbard shop to enable the children to practise mathematical skills including using money,

weighing and counting items.
• Provide a large scroll of paper for the children to draw the sequence of Mr Wolf’s Pancakes and then use it to re-tell

the story.
• Make a set of numbered laminated pancakes that the children must then put in order.
• Collect data about favourite pancake toppings and record on a simple tally chart.
• Provide letter writing materials for the children to write letters to Jan Fearnley.
• Provide letter writing materials/envelopes in the writing area so that the children can write a simple letter of apology

from one of the characters to Mr Wolf.
• Provide a tray of sparkly sand and a paint brush – invite the children to practise forming a question mark correctly.
• Place a set of magnetic upper- and lower-case letters on whiteboards. Can the children match the capital letter to

the lower-case letter?
• Provide speech bubbles for the children to record what they think the additional characters we glimpse in the story

might be saying.
• Provide a large scroll of paper and invite the children to draw and label themselves doing a task that they have

found difficult.



Planning Overview
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Week 3
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• talk about characters from other traditional tales
• share ideas with a talk partner and in a small group
• recognise good and bad characters in traditional tales
• talk about favourite stories and characters 
• use a story hand to plan a new story 
• orally rehearse sentences before writing
• use some language features of narratives
• edit a simple sentence
• discuss similarities and differences between Mr Wolf’s Pancakes and The Little Red Hen
• begin to identify similar themes in books

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Emotions chart
• Pupil resource – Character hunt
• Pupil resource – Story hand
• Pupil resource – Comparing stories
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Links to continuous provision:
• Create a fairy tale trail in the outdoor area to enable the children to further familiarise themselves with the characters 

referred to in the text. 
• Place a set of capital letters in a tuff spot. Provide word cards written in lower-case lettering. Can the children find the 

corresponding upper-case/lower-case letters?
• Provide a selection of pictures about wolves and pancakes to share, read and talk about in the reading area.
• Provide simple statements from the story and ask the children to sort them into true/false sets.
• Provide art materials for the children to draw and paint about a time they needed help.
• Provide pancake-shaped templates. Challenge the children to find words that will make a compound word.
• Invite the children to write an invitation to a pancake party.
• Provide a selection of simple information books. Can the children use these texts to find out where food comes from?
• Invite the children to record ideas on a large scroll of paper showing ways in which we can be kind to one another. 
• Provide a story sack for The Little Red Hen to enable the children to re-tell the story and further develop their 

understanding of the similarities and differences with Mr Wolf’s Pancakes.
• Provide sets of small objects for children to begin to explore the concept of division.

Related books for wider reading

Other picture books by Jan Fearnley:
• Mr Wolf and the Enormous Turnip
• Mr Wolf and the Three Bears
• Oh me, oh my, a Pie!
• Little Robin’s Christmas

Other picture books by Jan Fearnley:
• Wolves by Emily Gravett
• The Last Wolf by Mini Grey
• Good Little Wolf by Nadia Shireen
• The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eugene Trivizas
• The Way Home for Wolf by Rachel Bright and Jim Field

Other picture books by Jan Fearnley:
• Pancakes, Pancakes! by Eric Carle
• Mama Panya’s Pancakes by Mary and Rich Chamberlain
• Rhinos Don’t Eat Pancakes by Anna Kemp


