
Key questions
• What do you think is going to happen? Why?
• Who are the characters in the story?
• Where is the setting for the story?
• How does Mole change from the beginning to 

the end of the story?
• Can you retell the story?
• What does the story teach us?
• What does this mean?
• Can you find the word or phrase that…?
• What does this picture tell you? 
• How can I organise my writing?
• What can I do to improve my writing?

Themes and cross-curricular links
• Science – other animals that live underground and their characteristics, animal habitats, the Sun and other 

stars
• Geography – impact of environmental issues that are affecting our world (such as climate change, use of 

natural resources and pollution), responsibilities and our own roles to play in protecting our planet
• Art and Design – light and dark in paintings, the work of significant artists such as Vincent van Gogh in his 

painting The Starry Night
• ICT – research shooting stars and moles to find additional information that can be added to the class mind map
• SMSC – understanding and empathy of other people’s feelings, taking turns and working collaboratively, 

loneliness and the impact this can have
• Drama – work in role as a character, oral storytelling, using drama to explore a storybook setting
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Unit overview
This three-week unit is a study of the exquisitely illustrated Mole’s Star by Britta Teckentrup. Mole 
lives alone in his burrow, but every night he comes out to sit on his favourite rock to gaze at the 
beautiful twinkling lights in the sky. Seeing the stars helps Mole not to feel quite so lonely. One night, 
Mole sees a shooting star and makes a wish that he could own all the stars in the world. When his 
wish comes true, Mole doesn’t think twice about carefully carrying all the stars down into his burrow 
and filling his home with shimmering light. However, Mole discovers that by taking all the stars for 
himself, none of the other animals can enjoy them and the world is left in darkness. This is a multi-
faceted story that teaches children about sharing, friendship and facing the consequences of one’s 
actions. In the course of the unit, pupils will develop empathy for the characters, learn and organise 
facts about moles, retell the story, practise writing ‘un-’ and ‘-ed’ words, scan a text for key words 
and phrases and perform varied writing tasks. Their learning journey culminates in pupils writing a 
non-chronological report about moles, using headings and subheadings. All extracts, resources, 
session planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Related books for wider reading
• The Story of the Little Mole Who Knew it Was 

None of His Business by Werner Holzwarth and 
Wolf Erlbruch

• Bringing Down the Moon by Jonathan Emmett 
and Vanessa Cabban

• Look up at the Stars by Katie Cotton and Miren 
Asiain Lora

• Fair Shares by Pippa Goodhart and Anna 
Doherty

• Wish by Chris Saunders
• Good to be Green series by Deborah 

Chancellor

Other books by Britta Teckentrup
• Under the Same Sky
• We Are Together
• The Memory Tree
• Before I Wake Up…
• Little Mouse and the Red Wall
• Blue

Essential teaching guidance
• The picture book selected for this unit of work contains high quality illustrations. It is recommended that multiple 

copies of the books are purchased so that the children can study and enjoy these illustrations close up. The 
children should be encouraged to browse, read and return to the books on several occasions so that the layers 
of meaning explored in the course of the unit can be reinforced through personal enjoyment and pleasure in 
reading.

• This unit of work has been planned over a three-week period. However, teachers should use their professional 
discretion, based on their knowledge of their cohort, about how long this may take with their class and adapt 
accordingly.

• Spoken language lays the foundation for all aspects of the work covered in the unit. Quality time needs to be 
spent explaining, exploring, discussing and using new vocabulary. 

• Explicit modelling is a key component of effective teaching. Skilful practitioners will support modelling using talk 
or ‘think-alouds’ to help children become aware of the often implicit processes and decisions encountered in 
reading and writing.

Writing outcomes
• Sentence work 

based on reading 
comprehension 
tasks (Sessions 1 
and 3)

• Sentence work 
based on ‘un-’ 
words (Session 4)

• Personal narrative 
about making 
wishes (Session 5)

• Letter of apology 
(Sessions 7 and 8) 

• Designing and 
making a poster 
(Session 11)

• A non-chronological 
report about moles 
(Sessions 14 and 15)
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Curriculum coverage

Spoken Language
•  Listen and respond appropriately to adults 

and their peers 
• Ask relevant questions to extend their 

understanding and knowledge 
• Use relevant strategies to build their 

vocabulary
• Articulate and justify answers, arguments 

and opinions 
• Give well-structured descriptions, 

explanations and narratives for different 
purposes, including for expressing feelings

• Maintain attention and participate actively in 
collaborative conversations, staying on topic 
and initiating and responding to comments 

• Use spoken language to develop 
understanding through speculating, 
hypothesising, imagining and exploring 
ideas 

• Speak audibly and fluently with an 
increasing command of Standard English 

• Participate in discussions, presentations, 
performances, role play, improvisations and 
debates 

Reading (Word Reading)
• Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the 

route to decode words 
• Read accurately by blending sounds in 

unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have 
been taught 

• Read common exception words, noting 
unusual correspondences between spelling 
and sound and where these occur in the 
word 

• Read words containing taught GPCs and –s, 
–es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings 

• Read other words of more than one syllable 
that contain taught GPCs 

• Read words with contractions (for example 
‘I’m’, ‘I’ll’ and ‘we’ll’) and understand that the 
apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s) 

Reading (Comprehension)
• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to 

read, vocabulary and understanding by: 
– listening to and discussing a wide range 

of poems, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can read 
independently 

– being encouraged to link what they read 
or hear read to their own experiences 

– discussing word meanings, linking new 
meanings to those already known

• Understand both the books they can already 
read accurately and fluently and those they 
listen to by:  
– drawing on what they already know or on 

background information and vocabulary 
provided by the teacher 

– checking that the text makes sense 
to them as they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 

– discussing the significance of the title and 
events 

– making inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done 

– predicting what might happen on the 
basis of what has been read so far

• Participate in discussion about what is read 
to them, taking turns and listening to what 
others say 

• Explain clearly their understanding of what is 
read to them.

Reading Content Domains
• 1a: Draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts
• 1b: Identify/explain key aspects of fiction and 

non-fiction texts, such as characters, events, 
titles and information

• 1c: Identify and explain the sequence of 
events in texts

• 1d: Make inferences from the text
• 1e: Predict what might happen on the basis 

of what has been read so far
Spelling
• Spell words containing each of the 40+ 

phonemes already taught 
• Spell common exception words 
• Add prefixes and suffixes: 

– using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es 
as the plural marker for nouns and the 
third person singular marker for verbs 

– using the prefix un– 
– using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no 

change is needed in the spelling of root 
words (for example, helping, helped, 
helper, eating, quicker, quickest) 

• Apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as 
listed in English Appendix 1 

Handwriting
• Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil 

comfortably and correctly 
• Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct 

direction, starting and finishing in the right 
place 

• Form capital letters

Composition
• Write sentences by:

– saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 

– composing a sentence orally before 
writing it 

– sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives 

– re-reading what they have written to 
check that it makes sense 

• Discuss what they have written with the 
teacher or other pupils 

• Read aloud their writing clearly enough to be 
heard by their peers and the teacher

Grammar and Punctuation
• Develop their understanding of the concepts 

set out in English Appendix 2 by:  
– leaving spaces between words 
– joining words and joining clauses using 

‘and’ 
– beginning to punctuate sentences using 

a capital letter and a full stop, question 
mark or exclamation mark

– using a capital letter for names of people, 
places, the days of the week, and the 
personal pronoun ‘I’ 

• Learn the grammar for Year 1 in English 
Appendix 2 

• Use the grammatical terminology in English 
Appendix 2 in discussing their writing

Recommended Year Group: Year 1
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Planning Overview
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Week 1
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• know a riddle is a type of puzzle 
• have opportunities to read aloud accurately and 

fluently during shared reading tasks
• recall simple information about moles
• know that reading is an active process and that 

good readers ask questions as they read
• make predictions 
• know a mind map can be used to record and 

organise information
• sequence a set of pictures to tell a story with a 

beginning, middle and end
• retrieve information from a text to answer 

questions
• use evidence to make inferences about 

character
• know the prefix ‘un-’ changes the meaning of a 

root word 
• use proof-reading skills to identify missing words 

in a short extract
• share ideas and orally rehearse sentences for 

writing
• write about a personal wish or wishes

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – What I know/What I want to 

know
• Pupil resource – Picture prediction
• Pupil resource – Understanding Mole
• Pupil resource – Word cards
• Pupil resource – Roll and read sentences
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 2
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• make inferences about a character’s feelings through role 

play 
• use drama to explore the setting of a story 
• select vocabulary to talk about and describe a character’s 

feelings
• work collaboratively with a partner
• know some simple features of letters
• plan and write a letter of apology, writing in role as Mole
• learn that the prefix ‘un-’ changes the meaning of a root 

word
• practise reading words with contractions
• summarise a story
• recall and identify key events in a story
• use talk to share ideas, expressing ideas in simple sentences
• identify the key themes of a story
• practise using scanning skills to search for key words and 

phrases
• read and sort true and false sentences

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Letter plan
• Pupil resource – Summarising stars
• Pupil resource – True or false?
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 3
Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• know the purpose of a poster and begin to identify 

some of its features
• design and make a poster
• practise reading, spelling and using words 

containing the suffix ‘-ed’ where no change is 
needed in the root word

• express personal opinions about the book Mole’s 
Star

• share ideas and work collaboratively with a talk 
partner

• use headings to sort information
• plan and write a non-chronological report
• begin to use some of the vocabulary of a report text
• know the addition of the suffix ‘-s’ changes a word 

from singular to plural

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – What is a poster?
• Pupil resource – Making a poster
• Pupil resource – Story chat
• Pupil resource – Sorting information
• Pupil resource – Mind map
• Pupil resource – Mole photos
• Teaching slides to aid discussion


