
Key questions

• Who is Mary Poppins?
• What impact did Mary Poppins have upon the Banks 

Family?
• How did P. L. Travers create such a well-loved 

character?

Themes and cross-curricular links

• History – Women’s Suffrage Movement
• SMSC – Relationships/changes
• Art – focus on street art: chalk drawings/

graffiti 
• Drama – role playing scenes, hot seating, 

freeze frames, reading aloud 

Mary Poppins by P. L. Travers
Recommended Year Group: Year 3

Recommended Term: Summer
Recommended Edition: 9780007286416

Writing outcomes

• A series of diary entries (sessions 6, 9–10) from the 
perspective of Jane, Michael and other characters 
they meet along the way 

• Poetry (session 16) – shape poems based on Mary 
Poppins 

• An extended narrative (sessions 20–23) – ‘the 
missing chapter’ based on the film version

• A persuasive letter (sessions 28–30) from Jane and 
Michael Banks to Mary Poppins asking for her to 
return
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Unit overview

The six-week unit is based on P. L. Travers’s classic story Mary Poppins. The unit explores the story of the magical nanny and her host 
family. Throughout the unit, pupils will read, analyse, discuss, debate and base writing tasks around the well-loved character Mary 
Poppins. Children will explore the motion picture too. Through discussion, children will make comparisons between both the book and 
the film. Children will write in the style of P. L. Travers, giving careful consideration to vocabulary choices, sentence structure and cohesive 
devices. The unit is an opportunity for children to explore a children’s classic which challenges current views on families, parenting and 
lifestyle.

Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
•  listen and respond appropriately to adults and 

peers
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding 

and knowledge
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and 

opinion
• use spoken language to develop understanding 

through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and 
exploring ideas

• participate in discussions, presentations, 
performances, role play, improvisations and 
debates 

• select and use appropriate registers for effective 
communication

Reading:
• identify themes and conventions in a wide range of 

books
• use dictionaries to check the meaning of the words 

they have read
• discuss words and phrases that capture the 

reader’s interest and imagination 
• recognise some different forms of poetry
• check that the text makes sense to them, discussing 

their understanding and explaining the meaning of 
words in context

• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, 
and justifying inferences with evidence

• predict what might happen from details stated and 
implied

• identify main ideas drawn from more than one 

paragraph and summarise these
• identify how language, structure, and presentation 

contribute to meaning

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• extend the range of sentences with more than one 

clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, because, although

• use words with suffixes, use adverbs and proper 
nouns

• choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately or clarity 
and cohesion and to avoid repetition

• using and punctuating direct speech

Writing:
• plan their writing by:

o discussing writing similar to that which they are 
planning to write in order to understand and 
learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

o discussing and recording ideas
• draft and write by:

o composing and rehearsing sentences orally 
(including dialogue) progressively building a 
varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing 
range of sentence structures

o organising paragraphs around a theme
o creating settings, characters and plot in 

narratives
• evaluate and edit by:

o assessing effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing and suggesting improvements

o proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary 
to improve consistency, including the accurate 
use of pronouns in sentences

• proofread for spelling and punctuation errors

Related books for wider reading

• The Collected Tales of Nurse Matilda by 
Christianna Brand

• Madame Doubtfire by Anne Fine
• Mary Poppins - The Complete Collection by 

P. L. Travers
• Apes to Zebras: An A-Z of Shape Poems by 

Liz Brownlee et al.
• Doodle Dandies: Poems That Take Shape by 

J. Patrick Lewis

Essential teaching guidance

• It is worth noting the text is very different 
to the 1964 Disney film; teachers would 
benefit from reading the text before 
teaching the unit.

• The Read in to Writing approach 
supports meaningful reading 
experiences within a rich book study. 
Throughout the unit children are 
encouraged to respond to the text 
through a series of thought-provoking 
questions around characters, plot 
and themes. The analysis of the text is 
completed through debate, discussions 
and written responses. 

• The themes explored throughout the 
unit could raise some sensitive debates 
around the term ‘family’. You will need to 
set guidance for respecting each other’s 
feelings and different experiences.

• Give time to the writing process 
(planning, oral rehearsal, drafting, 
redrafting, proofreading, editing and 
publishing) to produce high quality 
writing.



Planning Overview

Rising Stars 2019 © Hodder & Stoughton Limited

Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• explore significant characters and the author’s intention
• explore dynamics and perspectives of characters 
• explore significant characters and their purpose in the story
• understand author intention through inference of character
• describe Mary Poppins’s character through a piece of shape poetry

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Vocabulary investigation
• Pupil resource – Reading response sentence stems (PEE)
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• persuade Mary Poppins to return to Number 17 Cherry Tree Lane
• select and identify the appropriate features of a persuasive letter
• publish a letter to Mary Poppins

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Persuasive letter plan
• Pupil resource – Persuasive letter sentence starters
• Pupil resource – Persuasive letter from Jane and Michael Banks
• Pupil resource – Persuasive letter from Michael Banks
• Pupil resource – Persuasive letter from Jane Banks for editing
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• identify through inferring a well-loved book character using a 

selection of clues
• explore setting and significant characters
• explore dynamics and perspectives of characters 
• compare an event that features in both the book and the film

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Clue template
• Pupil resource – What I know/What I would like to find out
• Pupil resource – Reading response sentence stems (PEE)
• Pupil resource – Fairyland
• Pupil resource – Tea on the ceiling thought bubbles
• Pupil resource – Venn diagram
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• develop understanding of a character 
• explore dynamics and perspectives of new characters 
• develop a piece of independent writing

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Miss Lark and Andrew thought bubbles 
• Pupil resource – Miss Lark’s diary planning template
• Pupil resource – Miss Lark diary entry example
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• select and use a range of descriptive vocabulary to describe Mary 

Poppins
• analyse a new scene that features in the film of Mary Poppins 
• write a descriptive narrative in the style of P. L. Travers
• plan a new chapter in the style of P. L. Travers
• write in the style of P. L. Travers

Resources provided:
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• write the build-up and climax to a new chapter in style of P. L. Travers
• write the resolution and ending of a new chapter in the style of P. L. 

Travers
• redraft a paragraph to incorporate speech to advance the action 

and/or convey character
• answer the question, ‘What impact did Travers intend to have upon 

the reader with the sudden departure of Mary Poppins?’
• Explore and understand characters’ reactions to Mary Poppins’s 

departure

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Speech bubble activity
• Pupil resource – Reading Response sentence stems (PEE)
• Pupil resource – Venn diagram
• Teaching slides to support discussion


