
Themes and cross-curricular links

• SMSC – power, ambition, supernatural,
deception and dissembling

• Drama – performing a script,
characterisation, role play

• Music – music to create mood and
atmosphere, especially foreboding

• Art – colour and texture to create ominous
moods and meaning

• History – medieval times, Shakespearean
times, the court of James I

Macbeth by William Shakespeare
Recommended Year Group: Year 6 

Recommended Edition: 9780198324003
Suggested Term: Summer 

Writing outcomes

• The opening of a story (Session 2) – to entertain/engage
• Macbeth’s internal monologue (Sessions 5, 12 and 23) – to recount

and reflect
• A description of the heath (Sessions 8–11) – to entertain/engage
• Lady Macbeth’s soliloquy (Sessions 13–14) – to develop

understanding of character
• Macbeth’s speech to Lady Macbeth (Sessions 18–20) – to persuade
• Defence or prosecution statements (Sessions 24–26) – to persuade
• A closing statement for the defence (Sessions 27–30) – to persuade

Essential teaching guidance

• It is highly recommended that teachers use the Macbeth resources in the education section on the RSC website. There are
lots of videos and drama activities that will enhance the teaching of this unit.

• The final piece of writing in this unit is intended to be highly formal to give children the opportunity to manipulate
vocabulary and grammatical structure to influence their reader. This means they should not use the language of speech
or contractions.

• The unit teaches the play up to Act 2, Scene 2, so you may want to find a suitable version to share with the pupils so they
see the rest of the story.

• Another useful resource is Shakespeare for All Ages and Stages, which is a National Strategy booklet available online. The
national curriculum content is out-of-date, but the activities and ideas are still useful.
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Unit overview

This six-week unit is a study of one of Shakespeare’s most popular plays, Macbeth. This sequence of 
learning will develop pupils’ understanding of the plot, characters, themes and language. The unit 
teaches reading, including fluency, vocabulary and comprehension and meaningful writing, for a 
range of form, purpose and audience. There are many opportunities for drama and reading aloud, 
so that the pupils can gain a true experience of the text as a play for performance. The teaching of 
grammar and punctuation is embedded within the analysis of the language and structures used to tell 
the story, with pupils exploring the effect these might have on readers. Pupils are taught to apply what 
they have learned to their own writing, making choices to affect their reader’s thoughts and feelings. 
This learning culminates in a final piece of writing, a persuasive closing statement in defence of 
Macbeth, where the pupils apply all that they have learned about the play and its characters. This task 
will give the pupils an opportunity to write in a highly formal style and manipulate the response of their 
reader. All extracts, resources, session planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Key questions

• Who was Shakespeare and when did he live?
• How will you act this scene in your groups?

Why did you make the choices that you did?
• What kind of man is Macbeth?
• What is the purpose of a description? Who

might the audience be for our writing?
• What do we learn about Lady Macbeth?
• What do you think Shakespeare wants you to

think of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth?
• How do we want someone to feel when we

want them to agree with us?
• Do you believe in the supernatural? How does

it affect the play?
• Do you think Macbeth was in control of his

actions?
• How easy is it to defend or blame each

character?
• What is the purpose of this speech? Who is the

audience?
• How do you want your audience to feel? What

do you want them to think?
• Does the speech sound right? Is the speaker

convincing?
• Is Macbeth guilty of murder?

Related books for wider reading

• Other Shakespeare plays



Macbeth by William Shakespeare
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Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
• Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
• Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for 

expressing feelings
• Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates
• Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and 

exploring ideas
• Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating 

and responding to comments
• Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
• Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
• Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning 

is clear

Reading:
• Increase familiarity with a wider range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, 

modern fiction from our literary heritage and books from other cultures and traditions
• Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, 

tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
• Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact 

on the reader
• Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, 

building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously
• Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal 

presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary
• Provide reasoned justifications for their views
Understand what they read by: 
• checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the 

meaning of words in context
• asking questions to improve their understanding
• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and 

justifying inferences with evidence

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• The difference between vocabulary typical of informal speech and vocabulary appropriate 

for formal speech and writing 
• Use of the passive to affect the presentation of information in a sentence 
• The difference between structures typical of informal speech and structures appropriate for 

formal speech and writing 
• Linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a 

word or phrase, grammatical connections and ellipsis 

Writing:
Plan their writing by:
• identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and 

using other similar writing as models for their own
• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
• in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in 

what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed
Draft and write by:
• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning
• in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to 

convey character and advance the action
• précising longer passages
• using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs
• using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the 

reader (for example, headings, bullet points, underlining)
Evaluate and edit by:
• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing
• proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 

meaning
• ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing
• ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing 

between the language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register
• proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors

Recommended Year Group: Year 6
Recommended Edition: 9780192734501 



Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• develop an understanding of Macbeth and Lady 

Macbeth and their relationship
• explore the theme of deception/dissembling
• understand Macbeth’s reasons for not wanting to kill 

Duncan
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Act 1, Scene 5 extract
• Pupil resource – Macbeth’s soliloquy
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Planning Overview
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Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• identify Lady Macbeth’s use of persuasive techniques
• explore the themes of fate and the supernatural in 

Act 2, Scene 1
• understand how Macbeth and Lady Macbeth 

respond to the murder
• explore who is responsible for Duncan’s death
• evaluate which characters have to take responsibility 

for Duncan’s murder
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Who said it?
• Pupil resource – Responsibility chart
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• use arguments to defend Macbeth
• write a formal closing speech defending Macbeth
• complete a formal speech for the defence
• perform their closing statements in a persuasive way
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Closing statement
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• engage with key characters, events and themes in 

Macbeth
• understand the opening scene of Macbeth
• analyse how Macbeth is introduced and what his 

status is at the beginning of the play
• understand the plot and empathise with Macbeth’s 

character
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Bubble templates
• Pupil resource – Covers and stills
•  Pupil resource – Objects and artefacts
•  Pupil resource – About Shakespeare
•  Pupil resource – Act 1, Scene 1
•  Pupil resource – Act 1, Scene 2
•  Pupil resource – True/false statements
•  Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 2
Objectives and outcomes summary
This week the pupils will: 
• analyse descriptive writing
• plan, write and edit a description of the heath from 

Act 1, Scene 3
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Wuthering Heights extract
• Pupil resource – The Return of the Native extract
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• explore Macbeth’s inner thoughts
• develop understanding of Lady Macbeth
• explore how Lady Macbeth is portrayed
Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Lady Macbeth’s soliloquy
• Teaching slides to support discussion


