
Themes and cross-curricular links

• British Values – expressing opinions and 
listening to the opinions of others

• Philosophy/SMSC – relating the book 
to themselves and the world, raising 
awareness of whales as an endangered 
species, researching whales

• PSED – collaborating through activities, 
sharing ideas and developing 
confidence and self-led learning

• Physical Development – developing 
new vocabulary through movement and 
dance

• Maths – counting, exploring and 
comparing size, capacity and weight 
through whales and sea-themed 
activities within the continuous provision 

• Understanding the World – researching 
and learning about whales using 
information books, photographs and 
technology

• EAD – creating models and pictures of 
whales and other sea creatures using a 
variety of different mediums, role playing 
area to support language development, 
story building around whale stories and 
ocean exploration 

Little Whale by Jo Weaver
Recommended Year Group: Reception

Recommended Term: Spring
Recommended Edition: 9781444937503 

Writing outcomes

• Daily whole class shared and modelled writing
• Writing captions and labels for pictures and 

models made
• Story mapping and sequencing
• Generating adjective word banks
• Story writing themed on whales
• Labelling and captioning whale illustrations
• Poster making 

Unit overview

This two-week unit of work introduces children to themes of belonging, journeys and the plight of whales. Children explore Jo Weaver’s 
beautiful illustrations in Little Whale to create their own whale stories and factual writing about whales. Children are encouraged to make 
predictions, listen to opinions, justify answers and use movement to generate vocabulary to describe whales. The text is then used to explore 
non-fiction writing about whales. Children can develop reading and writing skills at their level of development through imaginative, creative 
activities. Each session includes an adult focused activity. It is up to the class teacher’s discretion whether to teach each of the focused 
activities or select an activity to teach over the week. All resources, session planning and teaching slides are included within this unit. 

Curriculum coverage

Communication and language:
Listening and attention: 
• listen attentively 
• accurately anticipate key events and respond to 

what they hear with relevant comments, questions or 
actions

• give their attention to what others say and respond 
appropriately

• express views about events or characters in the story 
and answer questions about why things happened 
(exceeding Early Learning Goal)

Understanding: 
• answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their 

experiences and events in the story and discuss with 
others

• follow instructions involving several ideas or actions
• express views about events or characters in the story 

and answer questions about why things happened 
(exceeding Early Learning Goal)

Speaking: 
• express themselves effectively, showing awareness 

of listeners’ needs
• use past, present and future forms accurately when 

talking about events
• develop their own narratives and explanations by 

connecting ideas or events
• recount experiences and imagine possibilities
• use a range of vocabulary in imaginative ways to 

add information, express ideas or to explain or justify 
actions or events (exceeding Early Learning Goal)
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Reading:
• read and understand simple sentences using 

phonic knowledge to decode regular words 
and some common irregular words

• read aloud simple sentences
• demonstrate understanding when talking with 

others about what they have read.
• read phonically regular words of more than 

one syllable as well as many irregular but high 
frequency words

• use phonic, semantic and syntactic knowledge 
to understand unfamiliar vocabulary

• describe the main events in the simple stories 
they have read (exceeding Early Learning Goal)

Writing:
• use their phonic knowledge to write words in 

ways which match their spoken sounds
• write some irregular common words
• write simple sentences which can be read 

by themselves and others – some words are 
spelled correctly and others are phonetically 
plausible

• spell phonically regular words of more than 
one syllable as well as many irregular but high 
frequency words.

• use key features of narrative in their own 
writing: spaces between words, beginning to 
punctuate sentences and use a capital letter 
and beginning to join words and clauses using 
‘and’ (exceeding Early Learning Goal)

Key questions

• What you do you think could happen and why do 
you think that?  

• What can you see and what does that make you 
think about? 

• Can you think of a word that describes how the 
whale moves? 

• What do you already know about whales?
• What would you like to find out?
• What will you include in your information book?

Related books for wider reading

Choose from a selection of information books on 
whales and ocean creatures from the school or 
local library.



Planning Overview
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Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• make predictions about a story and justify answers
• use phonic knowledge to write a label for their creation
• sequence the story of Little Whale
• read simple sentences and develop understanding 
• generate vocabulary through movement and dance
• write whale stories and act them out

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Pictures and sentences
• Pupil resource – Vocabulary cards
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Links to continuous provision:
• Graphics/writing area: provide a variety of images of whales, information texts on whales 

and oceans, for children to create their own information books, posters, and stories 
independently. Provide lolly sticks and images from the story for children to create puppets 
and retell the story.

• Provide small world whales/sea creatures (in tuff trays if possible), water and sand with 
measuring equipment for math opportunities and natural heuristic resources to develop 
language and imaginative play.

• Role play opportunities: provide blue fabrics, large cardboard boxes, ocean props, musical 
instruments and scarves for children to create and collaborate on their own stories.

• Role play area: create an ocean-themed area with links to different stories about whales. 
Include props to encourage imaginative play, e.g. large cardboard boxes (to create boats, 
ships, submarines, whales), blue fabrics, small world sea creatures, pirate maps, treasure 
boxes, coral reefs, telescopes, snorkel masks or flippers.

• Expressive arts and design: provide large paper, pastels, chalks, junk resources and paint 
for children to continue to make whale pictures and create models. Provide word banks/
phonic cards to support children’s attempts at writing about their creations. 

• Provide a variety of information books across the environment for children to explore key 
features of information texts.

• Create opportunities for movement and dance by providing music, scarves and floaty 
fabrics, and percussion instruments.

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• explore features of non-fiction text
• draw illustrations and write labels
• read and write factual sentences about 

whales

• design a poster

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Dissected whale
• Pupil resource – Labelled diagram of a whale
• Pupil resource – Fact sheets

• Teaching slide to aid discussion

Links to continuous provision:
• Build on the provision from the previous week 

if engagement is high with enhancements that 
build on the children’s interests.

• Develop opportunities for children to research 
independently using IT equipment, information 
books, posters, fact sheets about whales and 
other subjects that they show interest in.

• Graphics/mark making area: provide a variety 
of card, paper, hole punches, string, to make 
and bind information books.

• Save the whales posters/film-making 
opportunities 

Essential teaching guidance

• Activities in this unit of work should also be 
offered as independent opportunities within the 
continuous provision to enable children to practice 
their reading and writing skills independently 
and explore the book further by developing their 
own ideas through role play and in the creative 
area. It is for the class teacher to decide if all 
focus activities are followed or carefully selected 
sessions are chosen as the adult-led focus.

• Teachers can further explore themes around 
sense of belonging and the plight of whales as an 
endangered species by asking in circle times: 
– What does it feel like to belong? 
– Have you been on a long journey to visit family 

in a different part of the city/country/ world? 
– What can we do to help save the whales? 
– What do whales need to stay healthy and safe?
– What would the world be like if there were no 

more whales?


