
Themes and cross-curricular links

• History – World War 2; the Blitz and 
evacuation

• Geography – Human and physical 
features of cities that made it essential 
for children to be evacuated.

• Science – Changing states (melting), 
thermal insulators

• DT – design and build an insulated bottle 
to keep a drink warm in Narnia

• RE – the theme of forgiveness and 
resolution across all major world 
religions, Christian symbolism

• Art – Blitz pictures using silhouettes and 
colour mixing 

• SMSC – Relationships, change, hope, 
betrayal, temptation, good versus evil

• Drama – Performance of scenes from 
evacuation photographs, hot seating, 
conscience alley, role play

• Music – Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis
Recommended Year Group: Year 4

Recommended Term: Spring 1
Recommended Edition: 9780006740582 

Essential teaching guidance
• As the reading and writing are closely related, it 

would be optimal to have guided reading and 
English lessons happening at the same time. The 
guided reading session could be used to look 
at the reading more deeply (i.e. ask SATs-style 
questions, available in the teaching slides) and the 
English could be used for the role play, discussion, 
writing activities, etc. as outlined in the unit.

• Children are urged to freely discuss their feelings 
throughout, so it is important that there is clear 
guidance about respecting the thoughts and 
emotions of others.
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Unit overview

This six-week unit of work immerses children in the themes, language and characters of C. S. Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. They 
will use the text to develop their reading comprehension, vocabulary and writing. Grammar and punctuation are examined within the context of 
the text – interrogating how and why it’s used by the author, and for what purpose in the story. They use this exploration to make connections with 
themes on a personal level and create varied, meaningful writing outcomes. The unit culminates in a final piece of work where the children apply 
all that they have learned in this story to create a non-chronological report to inform and guide a visitor to Narnia. All extracts, resources, session 
planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and 

knowledge
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and 

narratives for different purposes, including expressing 
feelings

• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 
conversations, staying on topic and initiating and 
responding to comments

• use spoken language to develop understanding through 
speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of 
Standard English 

• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, 
role play/improvisations and debates 

• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to 

and building on the contributions of others 
• select and use appropriate registers for effective 

communication

Reading:
• apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 

suffixes (morphology and etymology) both to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning of new words that they 
meet.

• listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction and retrieve 
and infer information from these texts

• read books that are structured in different ways 
• identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across 

a wide range of books
• check that the text makes sense to them, discuss their 

understanding and exploring the meaning of words in 
context

• ask questions to improve their understanding of a text
• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justify 
inferences with evidence

• discuss the words and phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination

• predict what might happen from details stated and 
implied

• identify the main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph and summarising these 

• identify how language, structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning

• participate in discussion about both books that are 
read to them and those they can read for themselves, 
taking turns and listening to what others say

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• spell further homophones
• spell words that are often misspelt
• use the first two or three letters of a word to check its 

spelling in a dictionary
• use fronted adverbials and punctuate these accurately
• use and punctuate direct speech
• choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and 

cohesion and to avoid repetition
• use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express 

time and cause
• use a wider range of conjunctions 

Writing:
• discuss writing similar to that which they are planning 

to write in order to understand and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary and grammar

• discuss and recording ideas 
• create settings, characters and plot in narratives
• use and punctuate direct speech accurately 
• compose and rehearse sentences orally (including 

dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing of sentence structures

• organise paragraphs around a theme
• assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ 

writing and suggest improvements
• propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning
• proofread for spelling and punctuation errors

Key questions
• What are the most important themes that we see 

throughout the book?
• How does the character of Edmund change as the 

text progresses? 
• Are things always as they seem? 
• Does good always overcome evil?
• How do the relationships between the siblings 

change?
• Are there any lessons we can learn from this 

story?

Related books for wider reading

• The Lost Magician by Piers Torday
• Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow 

by Jessica Townsend
• A Place Called Perfect by Helena 

Duggan
• The rest of The Chronicles of Narnia by 

C. S. Lewis

Writing outcomes
• Character spider diagram (session 3) – to inform
• Thought bubble from the perspective of Lucy 

(session 4) – to recount
• Diary Entry as Lucy of her meeting with Mr 

Tumnus (session 7) – to recount
• Letter Home as Lucy (sessions 12 and 13) – to 

reflect and recount
• Writing in the style of the story about what 

happened to Mr Tumnus (sessions 14 and 15) – to 
recount

• Mind map of the Key Events of Chapters 7 and 
8 (session 16) – to summarise and recount

• Monologue from Edmund’s perspective (session 
19–21) – to reflect and recount

• Spider diagram about changes in Peter’s 
character (session 22) – to reflect

• Paragraph from the point of view of Aslan or 
the White Witch regarding the fate of Edmund 
(session 24) – to persuade

• Haiku (session 25) – to recount
• Travel guide to Narnia (sessions 28–30) – to 

inform



Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• create a mind map to describe/summarise events
• continue to explore the roles/characters of the Pevensie children
• look at the themes of betrayal and love/forgiveness through critical 

thinking linking the Christian message to the text
• investigate, compare and contrast Father Christmas and The White 

Witch
• plan and draft an internal monologue about Edmund’s feelings of 

loneliness and regret

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Mind map template
• Pupil resource – Gift support sheet 
• Pupil resource – Examples of monologues
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Planning Overview
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Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• write the final draft of the monologue to show Edmund’s predicament
• proofread and edit their own work and that of their peers
• further explore the writer’s intentions in portraying a character
• understand how characters’ viewpoints change through a story
• understand how we use language to persuade and describe
• debate whether good is more powerful than evil
• write to persuade as either Aslan or the White Witch, based on the 

debate
• carefully select language and make powerful choices when writing to 

engage their reader 
• write a haiku

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Three stars and a wish feedback sheet
• Pupil resource – Haikus
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• produce a simple storyboard to show the events of chapter 15
• revisit the themes of betrayal, love, forgiveness and friendship
• reflect on and evaluate the story as a whole 
• draw on their reading as a model for their own writing and create a 

travel guide for those who find themselves unexpectedly in Narnia
• consider the characteristics of a travel guide

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Storyboard template
• Pupil resource – Travel guide planning sheet
• Pupil resource – Travel guide example
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• explore their understanding of World War 2 and evacuation
• understand the feelings and emotions of evacuated children through a 

range of drama activities
• explore similarities and differences between the Pevensie children
• develop an understanding of how C. S. Lewis uses language to reveal 

character
• explore the thoughts and feelings of Lucy Pevensie

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Evacuee thoughts
• Pupil resource – Spider diagram template
• Pupil resource – Lucy’s thoughts
• Pupil resource – Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary
This week the children will: 
• use drama conventions such as hot seating to explore the thoughts 

and feelings of characters
• create a diary entry in character as Lucy
• develop a deeper understand of themes present in the story, such as 

compassion
• understand the style of the author – use of powerful word choices, 

descriptive prose and dialogue
• use guided reading to develop an understanding of different characters 

and what they are going through

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Text extracts 
• Pupil resource – Senses grid
• Pupil resource – Point, evidence, explain chart
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• gain an understanding of the choices Edmund makes and the impact 

of this on the story
• use drama to role play
• develop a deeper understanding of themes present in the story, such 

as temptation
• analyse and explore Lucy’s feelings about her siblings at this point in 

the story, writing a letter home in character
• write dialogue in the style of the story
• write direct speech and be able to punctuate this accurately
• play with language and punctuation to mimic the style of C. S. Lewis’s 

writing.

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Letter planning sheet
• Teaching slides to aid discussion


