
Curriculum coverage

Key questions
• Does Mowgli have an identity?
• Are we a product of our environment?
• Should humans abide by the Law of 

the Jungle or is it only applicable to 
animals?

Themes and cross-curricular links
• Geography – rainforests: locations, layers of 

rainforest, climate change and the effects of 
deforestation

• History and Art – post-impressionist art: 
Henri Rousseau’s ‘Tiger in a Tropical Storm’

• Drama – role playing scenes, hot seating, 
reading aloud 

• Outdoor and adventurous activities/DT – 
shelter building, survival techniques, forest 
school skills

• Maths – Fibonacci sequence and nature
• Science – plants and animal adaptations
• SMSC – relationships, family and identity
• Philosophy – If we were living in the 

rainforest, how would our lives be different? 
If a tree falls but there was nobody there to 
hear it, did it make a sound?

The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling
Recommended Year Group: Year 5

Recommended Term: Spring
Recommended Edition: 9780099573029

Writing outcomes
• Personal narrative (session 1) – to link 

with the themes of the book (family, 
identity, community, society)

• Scene description of Rousseau’s 
painting (session 7) – to write with 
authenticity in the style of the author

• Mowgli’s diary (sessions 11 and 12) – 
to explore Mowgli’s feelings

• Formal instructions (session 19) – to 
write formally to instruct an unknown 
person (Mowgli)

• Internal monologue (sessions 21–23) 
– to explore the feelings of Messua, 
Mother Wolf or Mowgli, to empathise

• A story (sessions 27–30) – to entertain
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Unit overview
This six-week unit is a study of Rudyard Kipling’s The Jungle Book, which will develop children’s understanding of this classic text, its characters, themes and 
language. The unit teaches reading, including fluency, vocabulary and comprehension, and writing for a range of form, purpose and audience. The teaching of 
grammar and punctuation is embedded throughout the unit through the analysis of language and structure, with activities exploring the effect on the reader. 
Philosophical thinking is encouraged throughout the unit, with the use of questioning linked to the text and themes allowing for rich discussion and responses. 
The children are taught to apply what they have learned to their own writing, making choices to achieve effective writing which will have impact on the reader. 
All learning within the unit builds towards a final piece of writing, where the children can use the knowledge gained, to write a story of their own in  the style of 
Rudyard Kipling and Katherine Rundell, whose text Into the Jungle: Stories for Mowgli is also considered towards the end of the unit.  All extracts, resources, session 
planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Related books for wider reading
• Into the Jungle: Stories for Mowgli by 

Katherine Rundell 
• The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 
• Fly, Eagle, Fly!: An African Tale by Christopher 

Gregorowski 

Essential teaching guidance
• The Read in to Writing approach 

supports meaningful reading 
experiences within a rich book 
study. This unit also offers SATs-style 
questions/preparation which may be 
used in guided reading lessons or 
focussed SATs preparation sessions, 
still linked to the book being studied in 
English. The reading comprehension 
within the unit of work, along with 
questioning and reading aloud to 
improve fluency and understanding 
threaded through the unit is excellent 
SATs preparation.

• Children are urged to freely discuss 
their feelings throughout, so it 
is important that there is a clear 
guidance about respecting the 
thoughts and emotions of others.

Spoken language:
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of 

Standard English
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for 

different purposes, including for expressing feelings
• participate in discussions about books that are read to them and 

those they can read for themselves, building on their own and 
others’ ideas and challenging views courteously

• ask questions to improve their understanding
• compose and rehearse sentences orally (including dialogue), 

progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of sentence structures

• read their own writing aloud to a group or the whole class, using 
appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that 
the meaning is clear

• discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination

Reading:
• increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including 

myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from 
our literary heritages and books from other cultures and traditions

• recommend books that they have read to their peers, giving 
reasons for their choices

• identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide 
range of writing

• make comparisons within and across books
• predict what might happen from details stated and implied
• check that the book makes sense to them, discuss their 

understanding and explore the meaning of words in context
• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts 

and motives from their actions, and justify inferences with evidence
• summarise the main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph, 

identifying key details that support the main ideas
• identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to 

meaning
• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including 

figurative language, considering the impact on the reader
• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read
• provide reasoned justifications for their views
• distinguish between statements of fact and opinion

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis
• select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 

such choices can change and enhance meaning
• use relative clauses beginning with ‘who’, ‘which’, ‘where’, 

‘when’, ‘whose’, ‘that’ or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative 
pronoun

• use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility
• ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 

piece of writing
• ensure correct subject and verb agreement when using 

singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of 
speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register

• proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
• use semicolons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries 

between independent clauses
• use a colon to introduce a list
• use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing
• use hyphens to avoid ambiguity 
• extend the range of sentences with more than one clause 

by using a wider range of conjunctions, including ‘when’, ‘if’, 
‘because’ and ‘although’

• use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time 
and cause

• use commas after fronted adverbials
• indicate possession by using the possessive apostrophe with 

plural nouns

Writing:
• identify the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as 
models for their own

• note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary

• in writing narratives, consider how authors have developed 
characters and settings in material read, listened to or seen 
performed

• in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere
• use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 

across paragraphs
• propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 

enhance effects and clarify meaning 
• assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and 

suggest improvements
• use further organisational and presentational devices to 

structure text and to guide the reader



Planning Overview
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Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• develop a stronger understanding of Mowgli’s internal 

thoughts and feelings through role play and discussion 
of their interpretation of events

• plot Mowgli’s emotions on a graph for use in writing
• write a diary entry in role as Mowgli, demonstrating 

understanding of character
• analyse poetry and look at how it relates to themes 

present in the story
• investigate language use and its effect, drawing a scene 

to match a text description

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Thoughts/emotions chart
• Pupil resource – Hunting-Song of the Seeonee Pack
• Pupil resource – Baloo’s maxims
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• draw on their reading as a model for their own writing, 

aiming to use Kipling and Rundell’s style and voice 
within their own writing

• draft, edit and publish a story that relates to what they 
have learned in this unit and what they understand 
about Kipling’s style of voice, characterisation and his 
use of language and style for effect

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• explore their understanding of theme within stories
• explore their prior knowledge and understanding of The 

Jungle Book
• form an interpretation of some characters in The Jungle Book
• analyse how the writer uses language
• look at how the poem leads into and links with Chapter One
• look at and analyse what is known so far about the Law of the 

Jungle.

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Blurb
• Pupil resource – Night-Song in the Jungle
• Pupil resource – SATs-style questions
• Pupil resource – The Law of the Jungle
• Pupil resource – Man-cub questions
• Pupil resource – Similarities and differences chart
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• draw on reading as a model and use inference to select 

vocabulary and grammar for effect
• link together art and literature of the same time period
• write a description of the scene portrayed in Rousseau’s 

painting, drawing on reading and grammar covered so 
far as models

• edit their writing to match the style of the story
• develop understanding of the theme of identity in the 

story
• explore and summarise the main ideas of the text

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – SATs-style questions
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• explore the character Kaa, drawing on evidence and inference 

in the chapter and considering Mowgli’s feelings
• investigate language used and its effect, with focus on the 

characters’ feelings, Jungle Law and the themes in the text
• build on their understanding of the theme ‘identity’ and how it 

relates to Mowgli as he tries to learn the ways of man
• orally rehearse and draw out the features of instructions
• write a set of formal instructions
• develop a stronger understanding of the villagers’ thoughts 

and feelings through class role play

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Similarities and differences chart
• Pupil resource – SATs-style questions
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• extend their understanding of characters’ thoughts and 

feelings through hot seating
• write a monologue in role as either Mowgli, Messua or Mother 

Wolf, showing understanding of the character’s thoughts and 
feelings, relating to themes of identity and belonging

• evaluate the text, showing understanding of the story on the 
whole, reflecting on the themes, morals and messages

• look at model extracts and ensure a sense of purpose is given 
to their upcoming writing task

• discuss ideas for a new story for one of the characters.

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Mowgli’s family
• Teaching slides to aid discussion


